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“LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS, ” Message #4         Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“WHAT HAVE WE GOT TO LOSE?” 
(Text: Matthew 7:21-29) 

 
Ever book a trip that didn’t turn out like you thought it would? 
 
ILL. Brendan and his wife booked a trip for a resort in Belize. Their credit card was charged and 
confirmation received. Upon arrival, they were put through 10 min. of additional paperwork and were told 
they were being upgraded to a non-beach front room, since their room wasn't available.  
 The clerk walked with them, 10 minutes away, to an upgraded room, which was unfinished and next 
to a construction site. At this point, it was too late to book another hotel, so they agreed to stay the night 
at no cost. The clerk introduced them to the owner who said he would take care of them, which he 
didn’t. 
 Bad decision. Construction noise and floodlights continued throughout the night, making it 
impossible to sleep. They had to take cold showers the next morning since the hot water heater was 
turned off and locked. They were told to stay in touch with the front desk to keep checking to see if the 
room they had originally booked and paid for became available that day. Which it never did. They 
demanded a refund, which meant more time spent on paperwork. Including having to dispute a dinner 
charge for food they’d never eaten. 
 Finally, they left and found another resort down the street. 
 
ILL.  ABC’s investigative program, “The Lookout,” booked a stay at a “luxury resort” in the Dominican 
Republic, through Groupon Getaways. They booked a “junior suite” for $173 a night. Another ABC 
producer booked directly with the hotel, and got a “deluxe room” for $146. When they arrived, they 
discovered the rooms were exactly the same. Which meant they paid more by booking through 
Groupon. 
 That’s not all they discovered upon arrival. According to the report, the “private beach” turned out 
to be a public beach teeming with drug dealers and prostitutes. And some of the prostitutes were 
actually hotel employees. 
 
ILL.  One of our staff couples got married in 1997. The wife’s parents paid for a honeymoon trip to 
Cancun at Blue Bay Resorts. When they arrived, they were told the family resort was overbooked and 
they would be staying at the ADULTS ONLY section. After they checked in, they made their way to the 
pool area to relax and enjoy the sun. Only to be shocked by people removing their clothing and jumping 
into the pool naked. Obviously, that wasn’t what they or the wife’s parents had planned. 
 So, the next morning, they decided to go to the beach. Only to discover it was a topless beach. 
 
There’s no way to describe the feeling of having a trip of a lifetime turn into a non-stop nightmare. 
 
 -  But that’s exactly what’s going to happen to people once they step out into eternity. 
 -  Some people, who are absolutely convinced they’re going to Heaven are going to be shocked to 
 find out their accommodations are actually somewhere else. 
 
READ: Matthew 7:21-29. 
 
•  Some people, who are absolutely convinced they’re going to Heaven are going to be shocked to find 
out their accommodations are actually somewhere else. 
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•  Others are going to get to Heaven, expecting first class accommodations and royal treatment only to 
find out that’s not even close. 
 
Bruce Wilkinson: “The tested-by-fire passage in 1 Corinthians 3 ends with a very sobering prospect: ‘If 
anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire’ (vs. 15). 
 This is the part about our futures that so few believers I know have ever grasped: When we stand 
before the bema of Jesus, we may suffer loss. 
 What a startling thought! Is it possible that a true follower of Jesus – even though his or her 
salvation is not at risk at the bema – could step into eternity with few good works to show for his or her 
lifetime on earth? 
 Yes. That is exactly what could happen, according to these passages.  
 It seems clear from these passages that you could do a work and then lose the reward for it. No 
wonder the apostle John warned, ‘Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, 
but that we may receive a full reward’ (2 John 1:8). 
 No wonder he pleaded, ‘Little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming’ (1 John 2:28).” 
 
Erwin Lutzer: “I am convinced that those who have been unfaithful will suffer serious loss. I agree with 
A.J. Gordon, who wrote, ‘I cannot think of a final divine reckoning which shall assign the same rank in 
glory, the same degree of joy to a lazy, indolent and unfruitful Christian as to an ardent, devoted, self-
denying Christian.’ If this life is a training ground for greater responsibilities, believers will be thoroughly 
judged; then once eternity begins they will differ in glory as light bulbs differ in brightness. 
 Hell will not be the same for everyone, and heaven will not be the same for everyone. The way we 
live here will have eternal, unchangeable, and profound consequences. The cup of cold water given in 
the name of Christ will not be forgotten; nor will the impure, self-indulgent Christian inherit the full 
blessings of the kingdom.” 
 
We’re in a new series called: LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS. 
 
 -  We’ve been looking at what the Bible says about how you and I live RIGHT NOW has a direct 
 and dramatic affect on how we will be living in eternity. 
 
• We’ve seen there’s a difference between ETERNAL LIFE and ETERNAL REWARDS. 
  
ETERNAL LIFE is based on what GOD HAS DONE for US. 
 
ETERNAL REWARDS are based on what WE DO for GOD. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” 
 
•  Some might say, “Well, what have I got to lose? If I go to Heaven, isn’t that enough.” 
 -  There’s a lot more at stake here than you might think. 
 
Revelation 21:1-4.  John gives us a glimpse into the future. 
 -  He talks about a NEW HEAVEN and a NEW EARTH coming. 
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•  A NEW EARTH with NO SEA. 
 -  Is there a SEA now on the earth? Yes. 
 -  Are we living on the OLD earth or on the NEW earth? Old. 
 -  Have all tears been wiped away and all dying, crying and pain ceased yet? No. 
  •  So this is a future event. 
 
Verse 1, “THEN ...” 
 -  Something happens right before the NEW JERUSALEM comes down out of Heaven.  
 
•  What happens before the NEW HEAVEN and the NEW EARTH come? 
 
READ:  Revelation 20:11-15. The GREAT WHITE THRONE judgment.   
 -  Has this happened yet? No.  So this is a future event. 
 
•  The GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT comes BEFORE the NEW HEAVEN, NEW EARTH and the 
NEW JERUSALEM. 
 
•  Notice verse 12c, the “BOOK OF LIFE.” 
 -  Vs. 15, “If anyone’s name was not found in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 
  •  That makes THIS BOOK a pretty important book. Wouldn’t you say? 
 
•  Is the “BOOK of LIFE” a LITERAL book? Yes. 
 -  Unbelievers go to Hell because their name is NOT in the “BOOK of LIFE.” 
 
Revelation 20:12a, “books were opened.”  
 -  We have the “BOOK of LIFE” and we have OTHER BOOKS. 
 
Verse 12d, “And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done.” 
 
One commentator said: “Introducing the final element in this fearful scene, John writes that he saw the 
dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne. The setting is the indescribable void, the 
inconceivable nothingness between the end of the present universe and the creation of the new heaven 
and the new earth. The prisoners before the bar are all physically dead, since there are no longer any 
living people – none could possibly have survived the destruction of the present universe. The last living 
unbelievers will perish when God crushes the rebellion at the end of the Millennium (Rev. 20:8-9). The 
last living believers will be translated and transformed into their eternal bodies, like Enoch (Gen. 5:24), 
Elijah (2 Kings 2:11), and the raptured church (1 Thess. 4:13-18).” 
 
•  To help us better understand what these books are; let’s call them the “BOOKS of WORKS.” 
 -  “The dead were judged according to what they had done according to what was recorded in the 
 books.” 
 
•  So what they had done was recorded and kept in these BOOKS.  (Their WORKS.) 
 
Some people believe HEAVEN will be the same for everybody. (The Bible teaches just the opposite.) 
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John MacArthur, The Glory of Heaven: “There are, of course, passages of Scripture that indicate there 
will be differing levels of honor in heaven. The parable in Luke 19:16-19, for example, portrays God as a 
nobleman who rewards two of his faithful servants by making them rulers over ten cities, and five cities, 
respectively. Also, Jesus speaks of the ‘least in the kingdom of heaven.’ (Matthew 11:11) implying that 
there are varying degrees of standing in heaven. Our Lord taught repeatedly that believers would 
receive rewards for their faithfulness – and those rewards vary from person to person.”  (Matthew 
25:21-24) 
 
So Heaven won’t be the same for everybody and neither will Hell. 
 
ILL.  Your good neighbor dies and goes to Hell because his name is not in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
 -  Are you telling me his punishment will be the same as Mussolini, Hitler, Saddam Hussein or 
 the worst criminals of all time? 
  
•  The justice of God demands different levels of rewards and different levels of punishment. 
 
One commentator said: “The absolute unerring accuracy of God’s judgment will ensure that 
unbelievers’ punishment in hell fits their iniquity. Each person’s life will be individually evaluated, and 
each person’s punishment will be consistent with that evaluation. Thus, Scripture teaches that there will 
be varying degrees of punishment in hell. When He sent the twelve out on a preaching tour Jesus told 
them, ‘Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, 
shake the dust off your feet. Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city’ (Matthew 10:14-15).” 
 
 -  THERE WILL BE LEVELS OF PUNISHMENT IN HELL. 
 
How will God determine the level of rewards in Heaven and the levels of punishment in Hell? 
  
READ: Romans 2:1-11. We’ll be judged according to what we’ve done. (Our WORKS.) 
 
SALVATION is NEVER by WORKS. But JUDGMENT always is – according to what we’ve done. 
    
•  The WORKS of the redeemed are NOT the BASIS of their salvation but the EVIDENCE of it. 
 
Go back to Revelation 20:11-12.  There are TWO SETS of books here.   
 -  Like a back-up accounting system. 
  1.  ONE BOOK determines WHERE you will spend eternity.   
  2.  The OTHER BOOKS determine HOW you will spend eternity. 
 
•  Unbelievers stand before God at the GREAT WHITE THRONE judgment – and the books are opened. 
  
THE BIBLE IS CLEAR ... Unbelievers will go to Hell because their names were NOT written in the Book 
of Life. 
 -  Their WORKS will determine the LEVEL of their punishment. 
 
Romans 2:6, “God will give to each person according to what he has done.”   
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Psalm 62:12, “You, O Lord, are loving. Surely you will reward each person according to what he has 
done.” 
 
Are there BOOKS kept for believers? YES! 
 -  Malachi 3:13-18. A “BOOK of REMEMBRANCE.” (This book has to do with WORKS.) 
 
Malachi 3:16, (KJV) “A book of remembrance was written before Him of those who feared the Lord, and 
esteemed His name.” 
 
Verse 18, “You will see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves 
God and one who does not serve Him.” 
 
•  The BOOK of LIFE has to do with SALVATION. 
 -  The OTHER BOOKS have to do with SERVICE. 
 
REMEMBER:  THERE’S A DIFFERENCE between ETERNAL LIFE & ETERNAL REWARDS. 
 
Matthew 20:1-16.  The Parable of the Workers In The Vineyard (3rd, 6th, 9th, 11th) 
 -  This parable is talking about salvation. Everyone finishes in a dead heat. 
  •  The Thief on the cross will receive the same blessings of Heaven alongside those who  
  served Christ for years. 
 
•  Like the workers in the parable some people think it’s not fair for someone to make a “death-bed 
conversion.” 
 -  When you’ve been faithful ALL YOUR LIFE ... and then, some notorious criminal 
 accepts Christ the night before his execution – it doesn’t appear fair. 
 
•  That’s where God’s system of REWARDS evens the scales. 
 -  Someone who just made it in under the wire, for salvation, will get to enjoy Heaven. 
 -  BUT, since they didn’t have any works or very few works for Christ in this life, they won’t  
 have very many rewards in Heaven. 
  •  They can’t. Because REWARDS are based upon our WORKS. 
 
Redemption is based upon MERCY – God’s mercy – What HE HAS DONE for us! 
 
•  There will be people who barely make it in “under the wire” when it comes to salvation. 
 
ILL.  Like TED BUNDY.  James Dobson shared the gospel with him. 
 -  Ted Bundy murdered over 100 women and girls. 
  •  The last one, a 12 yr. old girl from Lake City, FL. 
 -  He was executed January 24th, 1989. 
 
•  James Dobson said there was no question Ted Bundy gave his life to Christ just prior to his execution. 
It may not seem fair, but we have to trust God on this. 
 
•  Redemption is based upon MERCY – God’s mercy – What HE HAS DONE for us! 
 -  Rewards are based upon MERIT – what WE DO for God. 
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Ted Bundy (and YOU and I, as well) can RECEIVE FORGIVENESS and SALVATION based solely upon 
the MERCY of God. 
 -  But TED will have very few, if any, REWARDS because those are based solely upon the 
 MERITS of our works. 
  
•  Since his conversion came at the very end of his life he didn’t have any good works. 
 -  His bad works will cause him to see the rewards he forfeited. 
 
Remember 2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each 
one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” 
 
•  So unbelievers stand before God at the GREAT WHITE THRONE – and the books are opened. 
 -  The BOOK OF LIFE determines if they go to HEAVEN or HELL. 
 
“If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” 
(Revelation 20:15). 
 
•  The BOOKS of WORKS will determine the level of punishment in Hell they will receive for eternity. 
  
SO WHAT ABOUT BELIEVERS? When do we stand before God and our books are opened? 
 
Lord willing ... WE’LL SEE THAT NEXT WEEK ... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


