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“LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS.” Message #6                                   Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“LIVING THE LIFE GOD REWARDS” 
(Text:  Matthew 19:27-30) 

 
ILL. Back in the late 70s, Janis and I lived in the Kansas City area. I was a youth minister at the Johnson 
County Christian Church. Kansas City used to have an NBA team called the Kings. (Now the Sacramento 
Kings.) We were at the game the night Darryl Dawkins broke the scoreboard with a dunk on the head of 
Bill Robinzine (Nov. 13, 1979). 
 The kings had a coach named Cotton Fitzsimmons. He also coached the Phoenix Suns and 
Atlanta Hawks. 
 You may have heard the story about him giving a pre-game pep talk centered around the word 
PRETEND. Here’s what he said, “Gentlemen, when you go out there tonight, instead of remembering 
that we are in last place, pretend we are in first place. Instead of thinking about the fact we’re on a losing 
streak, pretend we’re on a winning streak. Instead of this being a regular season game, pretend this is a 
play-off game!” 
 With that, the team went out onto the basketball court and were soundly beaten by the Boston 
Celtics. After the game, Coach Fitzsimmons was upset about the loss. One of the players came up to 
him, slapped him on the back and said, ‘CHEER UP, COACH! PRETEND WE WON!’” 
 
•  There are a lot of people living their lives PRETENDING. 
 -  Pretending they’re saved, but in their own hearts they know they aren’t. 
 -  Pretending they couldn’t care less what happens after this life. 
 
THE FACT IS ... The Bible says a DAY of JUDGMENT is coming for all men: 
 
 THE GREAT WHITE THRONE (Revelation 20-11-15) for every UNBELIEVER. 
 
 THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST (2 Corinthians 5:10) for every BELIEVER. 
 
Rick Warren: “This life is not all there is.  Life on earth is just the dress rehearsal before the real 
production. You will spend far more time on the other side of death – in eternity – than you will here.  
Earth is the staging area, the preschool, the tryout for your life in eternity. It is the practice workout 
before the actual game; the warm-up lap before the race begins. This life is preparation for the next.” 
 
ILL.  Walter Fauntroy, former delegate to the House of Representatives for the District of Columbia, 
delivered a speech at Howard University, in which he said, “The past is yours, learn from it. The present 
is yours, fulfill it. The future is yours, preserve it. Knowledge is yours, use it. Cancer is yours, cure it. 
Racism is yours, end it. Do not be blinded by prejudice, disheartened by the times or discouraged by the 
system. Do not let anything paralyze your mind, tie your hands or defeat your spirit. Take the world not to 
dominate it, but to deliver it; not to exploit it, but to enrich it – take the dream and inherit the earth.” 
 
David Cooper said: “There’s a Heaven to be gained and a Hell to be shunned. A reward to be received 
and a dream to be fulfilled. There’s a finish line to be crossed and a calling to be answered. There’s an 
enemy to be defeated and a victory to be won. A church to be built and a harvest to be reaped. A world 
to be evangelized and a Kingdom to be established.” 
 
•  Have you ever wondered if it’s really worth it to serve GOD and live for Him? Or is this all pretend? 
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Malachi 3:14-15, “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out His 
requirements and going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty? But now we call the arrogant 
blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.” 
 
•  That wasn’t just a concern of some Old Testament saints; Jesus’ own disciples had the same concern. 
 
READ:  MATTHEW 19:27-30 
 
•  There’s a REAL Heaven and a REAL Hell. 
 
 -  There’s going to be a REAL judgment and there are going to be REAL rewards. 
 
Hebrews 6:10-12, “For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown 
for His name in serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each one of you to show the same 
earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but 
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” 
 
•  For the past 5 weeks, we’ve been in a series about REWARDS.  
 -  Not PRETEND REWARDS ... REAL ONES. 
 
Here’s what we’ve learned: 
(1) God promises a reward for all who have served Him faithfully (Revelation 11:18). 
 “The time has come for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who 
 reverence your name, both small and great ...” 
 
1 Corinthians 4:5, “Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will 
bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts. At that time each 
will receive his praise from God.” 
 
(2) God promises a reward for doing good works (Ephesians 6:8) 
 “Knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he 
 is a bondservant or is free.” 
 -  Romans 2:6, “He will render to each one according to his works.” 
 
(3) God promises generous rewards (Matthew 19:29) 
 “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands  
 for my name’s sake will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.” 
 -  Randy Alcorn says, “This is ten thousand percent interest, a return far out of proportion to the  
 amount invested.” 
 
(4) God promises a reward for simple acts of kindness (Luke 14:12-14) 
 -  Extending hospitality and giving a meal to those too poor to pay us back will be rewarded. 
 -  Showing compassion to the needy will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. 
  
Luke 6:35, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend expecting nothing in return, and YOUR 
REWARD will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 
evil.” 
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(5) God promises a reward for generous giving (Matthew 19:21) 
 “Jesus answered, ‘Go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
 Heaven’.” 
 -  Matthew 6:20, “Lay up for yourselves treasure in Heaven ...” 
 
(6) God promises a reward for good works no one else sees or recognizes (Matthew 6:1-18) 
 (a) Giving to the needy (vs. 4) 
 (b) Praying to the Father (vs. 6) 
 (c) Fasting for spiritual purposes (vs. 18) 
 
(7) God promises a reward for those who endure (Hebrews 10:34-36) 
 -  Those who endure difficult circumstances will be compensated. 
  
“For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, 
since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. Therefore do not throw 
away your confidence, which has a GREAT REWARD. For you have need of endurance, so that when 
you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised” (Hebrews 10:34-36). 
 
Luke 6:22-23, “Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject 
your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.  Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is 
your reward in Heaven.  For that is how their fathers treated the prophets.” 
 
Galatians 6:9, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.” 
 
PART OF OUR REWARD IS REIGNING WITH CHRIST (Luke 19:17-19) 
 
Revelation 20:6, “Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection.  The second death 
has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will REIGN with Him for a 
thousand years.” 
 
Revelation 3:11, “I am coming soon.  Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.” 
 -  Written to the church at Philadelphia. 
 
•  CROWNS are a common symbol of ruling power and may symbolize other rewards as well. 
 
The New Testament mentions Five Crowns: 
1. The Crown of Life – given for faithfulness to Christ in persecution or martyrdom. 
 James 1:12, “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test,  
 he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” 
 
 Revelation 2:10, “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.  I tell you, the devil will put  
 some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to  
 the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 
 
2. The Crown That Will Last Forever – given for disciplined determination and victory in the  
 Christian life.  (1 Corinthians 9:24-25) 
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3. The Crown of Rejoicing – for efforts in winning others to Christ and discipling them. 
 1 Thessalonians 2:19, “For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the  
 presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?” 
 
 Philippians 4:1, “Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and my Crown,  
 that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!” 
 
4. The Crown of Glory – given to faithful leaders in the church. 
 1 Peter 5:1-4.  “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that  
 will never fade away.” (Courageous, convictional, committed leadership.) 
 
5. The Crown of Righteousness – for faithfulness in following Christ to the end. 
 2 Timothy 4:7-8 
 
2 John 8, “Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded 
fully.” 
 -  We can lose our rewards (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).  Being “disqualified.” 
 -  We can have them taken from us (Matthew 25:28-29). 
 -  We can seek them from men and forfeit the rewards God offers (Matthew 6:5-6). 
 -  We can fail to earn them, forfeit them or have them burned up (1 Corinthians 3:15). 
 
•  Not every Christian will hear the Master say, “Well done, good and faithful servant”  
(Matthew 25:23). 
•  Not every Christian will have treasure in Heaven (Matthew 6:19-21). 
•  Not every Christian will have the same level of authority in Heaven (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). 
 
1 John 2:28, says, “And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be 
confident and unashamed at His coming.” 
 -  Some Christians will be ashamed at Christ’s coming. (Missed opportunities/missed rewards.) 
 
Randy Alcorn: “Scripture is clear that there’s a payback in eternity according to what was done during 
our time on earth, and that there will be differences among our rewards in Heaven (Proverbs 24:11-12; 
Matthew 19:27-30; Luke 14:12-14).  In other words, our experiences in Heaven will not be the same.  
(Obviously, in Heaven there will be no conceit, pettiness, jealousy or unhealthy comparisons, but there 
nonetheless will be differences in reward and position.)” 
 
So what do we need to do if we want to LIVE THE LIFE GOD REWARDS? 
(1) OUR FIRST PRIORITY:  Get our name in the Book of Life. 
 -  Luke 10:17-20.  The most important thing is to have your name written in the Book of Life. 
 
 -  Revelation 21:27.  Calls it “The Lamb’s Book of Life.” 
  •  John called Jesus, “The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” 
   - This book belongs to JESUS. 
 
 -  Philippians 4:3.  Paul refers to his fellow workers, “whose names are in the book of life.” 
 
•  The BOOK OF LIFE is about ETERNAL LIFE.  It’s about salvation. 
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•  We get our names in the BOOK OF LIFE when we accept God’s gift of salvation, wrapped in His Son, 
JESUS. 
 
John 3:36, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God’s wrath remains on him.” 
 
John 5:24, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” 
 
(2) OUR NEXT PRIORITY:  Make sure we’re building with gold, silver or costly stones. 
 -  1 Corinthians 3:12.  We build on the foundation of salvation. 
 -  Ephesians 2:10, “We are created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in  
 advance for us to do.” 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9.  Here’s how you get saved. 
 -  Verse 10.  “Now that you’re saved, here’s what you do: you do good works!” 
 
•  Don’t use inferior materials. Don’t take short cuts. You’re building for you. 
 
ILL.  I heard about a builder who gave an employee a chance to build the house of his dreams. 
 “Here’s $500k.  Whatever you don’t use you can have.”   
 “Here are the keys.  I’m giving you the house.” 
 
•  Matthew 6:19-21.  “Store up for yourselves treasures in Heaven.” 
 
RANDY ALCORN:  The Treasure Principle: 
 “If you imagine Heaven as a place where you will strum a harp in endless tedium, you probably 
dread it. But if you trust Scripture, you will be filled with joy and excitement as you anticipate your 
heavenly home. As I’ve written elsewhere, Heaven will be a place of rest and relief from the burdens of 
sin and suffering; but it will also be a place of great learning, activity, artistic expression, exploration, 
discovery, camaraderie, and service. 
 Some of us will reign with Christ (Revelation 20:6). Faithful servants will be put “in charge of many 
things” (Matthew 25:32, 23). Christ will grant some followers leadership over cities, in proportion to their 
service on earth (Luke 19:12-19). Scripture refers to five different crowns, suggesting leadership positions. 
We’ll even command angels (I Corinthians 6:3). 
 We are given these eternal rewards for doing good works (Ephesians 6:8; Romans 2:6, 10), 
persevering under persecution (Luke 6:22-23), showing compassion to the needy (Luke 14:13-14), and 
treating our enemies kindly (Luke 6:35). 
 God also grants us rewards for generous giving: “Go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven.” (Matthew 19:21) 
 Jesus is keeping track of our smallest acts of kindness: “If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to 
one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward” 
(Matthew 10:42) 
 
ALCORN continues ... 
 “By clinging to what isn’t ours, we forgo the opportunity to be granted ownership in Heaven. But by 
generously distributing God’s property on earth, we will become property owners in Heaven!” 
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1 Timothy 6:17-19 
 -  By the life we live, right now, we are building a “firm foundation for the coming age.”   
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27. 
 -  We don’t go through life aimlessly, we run with purpose. 
 -  WHY?  Because we don’t want to lose our rewards. 
 
ILL. Henry Morrison and his wife, longtime missionaries to Africa, were coming back to the United 
States after serving for 40 years on the mission field. By chance, President Theodore Roosevelt and his 
entourage were also on board. 
 When the ship docked in NEW YORK CITY, the President was greeted by a huge delegation and a 
giant celebration. 
 But the Morrison’s weren’t greeted by anyone and were understandably discouraged. As they 
thought about it they actually began to feel resentful. Mr. Morrison said to his wife that he’d been 
thinking about what he wanted to say to God: “We’re servants of the Most High God and have served 
You faithfully for over 40 years. But when we returned home there was no one to greet us; when those 
who are serving this world returned home they received a rousing welcome.” 
 “Then,” he said, “it was almost as if the Lord said to me, “Just wait. You aren’t home yet!”  
 
•  I want to leave you with this challenge: 
 
 Will you commit yourself, right now, to live a life God rewards? 


