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“LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS,” Message #5                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“TEARS IN HEAVEN” 
(Text:  Revelation 20:11-15) 

 
C.S. Lewis said, “There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done’ and those to 
whom God says, ‘All right, then, have it your way.’” 
  
•  Tragically, many people will have to endure eternity without God because they chose to live without 
God here on earth. 
 
•  For the past several weeks we’ve been looking at the fact that how you and I live right now affects 
how you and I will be living in eternity! 
 
Rick Warren said, “When you fully comprehend that there is more to life than just here and now, and you 
realize that life is just preparation for eternity, you will begin to live differently. You will start living in light 
of eternity, and that will color how you handle every relationship, task and circumstance.  Suddenly many 
activities, goals, and even problems that seemed so important will appear trivial, petty, and unworthy of 
your attention. The closer you live to God, the smaller everything else appears.” 
 
Are you living with eternity in mind? The majority of the people in our world aren’t. 
 -  As a matter of fact, the majority of those who call themselves Christians – aren’t! 
 
Randy Alcorn: “Being oblivious to eternity leaves us experts in the trivial and novices in the significant. 
We can name that tune, name that starting lineup, name that actor’s movie debut, and detail the 
differences between computers or four–wheel drives. None of this is wrong, of course, but it’s certainly 
revealing when we consider that most Christians, let alone the general public, do not even have an 
accurate picture of what the Bible says will happen to us after we die. We major in the momentary and 
minor in the momentous.” 
 
Jim Elliff said: “The people who piously care so little about eternal rewards are often killing themselves 
trying to accumulate a great ‘reward’ now. They profess to be content with a ‘little shack in heaven,’ but 
want a much bigger one on earth! The Bible teaches that there is nothing wrong with ambition, just as 
long as we focus it on heaven rather than earth.” 
 
Isaiah 40:6-8 says, “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. The grass 
withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people are grass.  
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” 
 
James 4:14, “Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” 
 
What we do in the brief time we have here on earth has ETERNAL RAMIFICATIONS. 
 -  We’ll be judged according to what we’ve done. (Our WORKS.) 
 
READ: Revelation 20:11-15. 
 -  There are TWO SETS of books here. (Back-up accounting system) 
 -  “The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.” 
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•  Unbelievers stand before God at the GREAT WHITE THRONE judgment--and the books are opened. 
 
•  Unbelievers will go to Hell because their names were NOT written in The BOOK of LIFE. 
 -  Their WORKS will determine the level of their punishment. 
 
Romans 2:6, “God will give to each person according to what he has done.”  (Ref: Psalm 62:12) 
 
Notice SEVERAL THINGS about THE GREAT WHITE THRONE Judgment 
1. It will be a FINAL Judgment 
 -  There will be no appeals and no one will escape. It will be world–wide in scope. 
 
•  JESUS will be the judge. 
 -  John 5:22, “The Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son.” 
 
•  People today say, “I don’t need Jesus.” YES YOU DO!!!! 
 -  “I don’t have time for Jesus.” ONE DAY YOU WILL!!! 
 -  “I don’t believe in Jesus.” ONE DAY YOU WILL!! 
 
2. It will be a FEARFUL Judgment 
 -  Have you ever been to court and witnessed a sentence being handed down? 
  •  It’s a sobering thing. (“Twenty years.”  “Forty years.” “Life in prison without the  
  possibility of parole.” 
 
•  Can you imagine the FEAR when lost men and lost women and lost young people stand before the 
Lord in judgment? 
 -  Notice what the Bible says as the proceedings begin: Revelation 20:12-13. 
  •  This is the gathering of the LOST.   
 
Who’s going to be there?  (vs. 12)  The “great and the small.”  (In regard to sin.) 
•  The Pharaoh’s and Caesars, the Stalin’s and Mussolini’s and Hitler’s and Hussein’s. 
•  The Infidels: those who taught people to mock, ignore and even hate God. 
•  The Movie Stars: who flaunted their sin and corrupted the morals and values of nations. 
•  The Rock Stars: who encouraged rebellion and reckless living among teenagers. 
•  The Drug Crowd: who hooked innocent children and turned them into life–long addicts destroying 
their young lives and the lives of their families. 
 -  They’ll all be there at The GREAT WHITE THRONE Judgment. 
 
•  The Liquor Barons will be there. The Bible says, “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, pouring 
it from the wineskin until they are drunk” (Habakkuk 2:15). 
 -  Every bartender, waitress, liquor storeowner, etc. 
 
•  The small will be there, too – people who didn’t commit terrible, notorious sins. 
 -  The sin of unbelief will send millions of people to Hell. 
  
•  Good, moral people, who think they lived a good life – good enough to get into Heaven will go to 
Hell. 
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A FINAL JUDGMENT 
A FEARFUL JUDGMENT 
 
3. It will be a FATAL Judgment 
 -  No one will recover or come back from this. 
 -  Vs. 14.  “This is the SECOND DEATH.” 
 
Hebrews 9:27, “It’s appointed unto man once to die and after that, the judgment.”  
 
•  If you stand before The Great White Throne you will experience THE SECOND DEATH! 
 -  Eternal separation from God forever in eternity. 
 
•  People will cry out for God’s mercy. But God’s mercy will have been exhausted. 
 
Verse 14.  They will be thrown into the lake of fire.  
 -  The Bible spares us from any description of the doomed and the damned. 
  •  It happens and its over. 
 
•  That’s a horrible reality. But that’s what the Bible says is going to happen to unbelievers. 
 
SO WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO BELIEVERS? 
 
•  There are BOOKS kept for believers. 
 
READ: Malachi 3:13-18.  A “Book of Remembrance.”  (This book has to do with works.) 
 -  Vs. 18, “Those who serve the Lord.” 
 
•  The Book of Life has to do with SALVATION. 
 - The other books have to do with SERVICE. 
  
•  Unbelievers stand before God at the GREAT WHITE THRONE – and the books are opened. 
  
SO WHEN DO BELIEVERS STAND BEFORE GOD and our books are opened? 
 
THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST.  (BEMA) 
“We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him,      
(rewards), for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:9-11) 
 
JESUS IS THE JUDGE ON THE THRONE. NOW HERE’S THE QUESTION: 
 -  If my sins are completely taken care of at Calvary, what is this judgment for? 
 
 Romans 8:1, says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
 
So what could this judgment be for?  OUR WORKS. 
 
•  God will have our works written down in His books. (Every one of them – good and bad.) 
 -  Our judgment will be based on facts. Not hearsay. Not intentions. 
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READ: 1 Corinthians 3:9-15.  The foundation is JESUS CHRIST (salvation). 
 -  We build upon that foundation and we need to be careful how we build. 
 
•  Am I tested by fire?  NO. 
 
 -  My WORKS are tested by fire (vs. 13). 
 -  “The fire will test the QUALITY of each man’s WORK” (vs. 13c). 
 
ILL.  What does fire do to silver, gold and precious stones? 
 -  It merely reveals the purity of the substance being put to the fire. 
  
•  What happens when you put fire to wood, hay or straw?   
 -  The fire is going to test the quality of each man’s work. 
 
Verse 15. It’s not talking about ETERNAL LIFE. It’s talking about ETERNAL REWARDS. 
 -  Your WORKS will be burned up, but YOU will be saved. 
 
•  An unbeliever’s WORKS can’t get them IN TO Heaven because they don’t have the right foundation. 
 -  Our BAD WORKS can’t make us LOSE Heaven (vs. 15).  
  •  We just lose our REWARDS. 
 
Salvation is a GIFT and has nothing to do with my WORKS. 
 
•  You don’t lose your SALVATION (that was a GIFT).  
 -  But you lose your REWARDS because of BAD WORKS. 
 
Erwin Lutzer said: “We should be all we can be on earth so we can be all that we could be in heaven!” 
 
MOST OF US HAVE BEEN TAUGHT ALL OUR LIVES; THERE ARE NO TEARS IN HEAVEN. 
 -  I believe there will be. 
 
•  If we were able to stand before the judgment seat of Christ and lose all kinds of rewards and not 
possess any emotions of regret or remorse or loss, then the BEMA seat judgment would be a joke. 
 -  It wouldn’t be a big deal at all. BUT IT IS A BIG DEAL! 
 
Erwin Lutzer: “In the minds of many Christians, tears and heaven simply do not belong together. Like 
war and peace, light and darkness, health and sickness, these simply cannot coexist. But I believe there 
are good reasons why there will be tears in heaven. When we reflect on how we lived for Christ, who 
purchased us at such a high cost, well might we weep on the other side of the celestial gates. Our tears 
will be those of regret and shame, tears of remorse for lives lived for ourselves rather than for Him who 
‘loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood’ (Revelation 1:5). Perhaps we would never cease 
crying in heaven if God Himself did not come and wipe the tears from our eyes (Revelation 21:4).” 
 
Randy Alcorn: “We might shed tears in heaven. Can you imagine joy flooding your eyes as you meet 
Christ, for example, and as you’re reunited with loved ones? I can. We know that people in Heaven had 
lots of feelings – all good ones.” 
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“We’re told of banquets, feasts and singing. People will laugh there. Jesus said in Luke 6:21, ‘Blessed are 
you who weep now, for you shall laugh.’ Feasting, singing, and rejoicing involve feelings. Feelings aren’t 
part of the Curse; they’re part of how God made human beings from the beginning. Our present 
emotions are bent by sin, but they will forever be straightened again when God removes the Curse.” 
 
•  We won’t shed another tear over sin, suffering or death.  
 
 -  Revelation 21:4 tells us God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
  •  The tears of the oppressed, the cries of the poor, the widow, the orphan, the unborn and the 
   persecuted. 
  •  God will wipe away the tears of the abused, the neglected, the unwanted, and those who’ve  
  experienced racial injustice. 
 -  “Death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the  
  former things have passed away.”  
 
•  But there will be tears of regret and shame at the judgment seat of Christ. 
  
HOW CAN WE AVOID THAT? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:9, “So whether we are at home with the Lord or away here on earth in these bodies, we 
make it our aim to please Him.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:11, “Knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.” 
 
• In other words, because we know what’s coming for UNBELIEVERS and what’s coming for  
BELIEVERS ... 
 
 ... we do everything we possibly can to persuade others to live for CHRIST! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


