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“LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS, ” Message #3         Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW BEFORE WE GO” 
(Text:  Hebrews 11:1-6) 

 
READ: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Hebrews 11:1-6 
 
ILL.  In 2011, JERRY JONES wanted to set an all-time attendance record for a Super Bowl with 105,000 
fans seated inside the stadium. The announced attendance of 103,219 meant Jerry had to settle for the 
fourth largest Super Bowl crowd. 
 But that’s not the only thing Jerry had to settle. 
 Just a few days ago, according to WFAA, a jury sided with the plaintiffs suing the NFL and 
Cowboys’ owner, Jerry Jones, over the seating fiasco at the 2011 Super Bowl in Arlington. 
 There were 1,250 fans affected and the NFL found alternate seats for 850 of them. The NFL and 
Cowboys’ staff and families gave up seats to satisfy those fans. 
 But ESPN reported the NFL couldn’t find alternate seats for 400 of those fans and tried to placate 
them by taking them inside the stadium to watch the game on monitors in the North Field Club behind 
the Pittsburgh bench. They also had the option of viewing the game from standing-room only platforms 
in each corner of the stadium. 
 They were given free food, soft drinks and merchandise. But they had to watch the game on TV 
monitors, underneath the stadium. 
 
•  The jury awarded between $5,770 to $22,000 to the plaintiffs. 
 -  The plaintiffs were seeking compensation for what they had spent on their trips. In one case, the 
 fan spent $35,000 on tickets, a charter flight, hotel and hospitality.  
 
•  No one acted maliciously or intentionally, but the fact is: 400 fans missed the game. 
 -  They were there. They were on the property. They were in the stadium. 
  •  BUT THEY MISSED THE GAME! 
 
Dr. Erwin Lutzer: “Hell will not be the same for everyone, and heaven will not be the same for everyone. 
The way we live here will have eternal, unchangeable, and profound consequences.” 
 
Dr. Charles Stanley: “The Kingdom of God will not be the same for all believers. Let me put it another 
way. Some believers will have rewards for their earthly faithfulness; others will not. Some will reign with 
Christ; others will not (see 2 Tim. 2:12). Some will be rich in the kingdom of God; others will be poor (see 
Luke 12:21; 33). Some will be given true riches; others will not (see Luke 16:11). Some will be given 
heavenly treasures of their own; others will not (see Luke 16:12).” 
 
• If someone says, “Just getting to Heaven will be enough,” they need to talk to the 400 fans that got 
to the stadium in Arlington for the Super Bowl in 2011. 
 None of them would tell you, “Just being there was good enough for me.”  
 
We’re in a new series called LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS. 
 -  We’re looking at what the Bible says regarding this life and the life to come. 
 
Luke 19:17-19.  Jesus appears to be saying, “Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, 
take charge of ten cities.” 
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Luke 16:10-12, “So, if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with 
true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you 
property of your own?” 
 
Matthew 5:5, “Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.”  (Gk: GE – dirt) 
 
•  It sure seems as if Jesus is saying, “There’s a reward for your faithfulness and one day you will be 
given leadership responsibilities over cities here on earth.” 
 
Here’s the problem:  Most of us have been taught since childhood that one day when we die we’re 
going to go to Heaven, NOT EARTH, and go live with God forever. 
 
What does the Bible say? 
 -  Revelation 21:1-5.  There’s a new Heaven, a new earth, and a new way of doing things. 
 -  Revelation 21:2.  A new “holy city” – coming down out of Heaven.  “The new Jerusalem.” 
  •  Today, we have a holy city – the old Jerusalem.  And there are other cities, too. 
 
Revelation 21:24.  There are nations and kings of the earth who will regularly bring the glory and honor 
of what they have done into this new holy city. 
 
2 Timothy 2:12, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him.  If we disown Him, He will also disown us.”    
 -  Reign WHERE?  Reign WHEN?  Reign over WHAT? 
 
Revelation 2:26, “To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the 
nations.”   
 -  There aren’t going to be any nations in the end, are there? 
 
Revelation 3:21, “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I 
overcame and sat down with my Father on His throne.”   
 -  The overcomer will share the same privileges and authority Jesus enjoys? 
 
•  What you and I are doing right now determines what kind of rewards we’ll receive in the life to come. 
 
John Bunyan, wrote Pilgrim’s Progress from an English prison: “Whatever good thing you do for Him, if 
done according to the Word, is laid up for you as treasure in chests and coffers, to be brought out to be 
rewarded before both men and angels, to your eternal comfort.” 
 
•  This morning, I want us to look at WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW BEFORE WE GO. 
 -  There are going to be tons of people in Heaven like the fans without seats at the Super Bowl. 
 
(1) REWARDS ARE FOR BELIEVERS 
 -  2 Corinthians 5:9-10, “So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 
 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is 
 due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 
 -  We make it our goal to please him because: we’re going to be judged for everything we’ve  
 done. (We’ll receive what is “due” us based upon what we’ve done – whether good or bad.) 
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There are REWARDS for BELIEVERS. 
 
(2) REWARDS ARE DIFFERENT FROM REDEMPTION 
 -  Eternal Rewards are something entirely different than Eternal Life. 
  •  REWARDS are based on our BEHAVIOR – what WE DO. 
  •  REDEMPTION is based on our BELIEF – in what GOD HAS DONE. 
 
•  Nowhere in Scripture does it ever say our WORKS have anything to do with our SALVATION. 
•  But the Bible teaches our WORKS have everything to do with our ETERNAL REWARDS. 
 
 (a) SALVATION is by INVITATION ONLY (John 6:44) 
  • “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.”  
 
 (b) REWARDS are by INITIATION ONLY (1 Corinthians 9:24-27) 
  •  You and I don’t get to pick and choose our rewards. 
   -  But you and I have to do something in order to receive them.   
    • We have to initiate the process. 
 
JESUS is the One Who will give out the REWARDS. 
 
 -  REWARDS aren’t given out indiscriminately.  They’re given only to those who deserve them. 
 
 -  UNLIKE salvation, you and I have to DO SOMETHING to merit them. 
  •  Salvation is a gift of grace, granted on the basis of GOD’S MERCY. 
  •  Rewards are granted on the basis of MERIT. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 
  
Let that sink in:  “that each one may receive what is DUE for what he has done in the body,  
WHETHER GOOD OR EVIL.” 
 
•  One day, we’ll all stand before the JUDGMENT SEAT of CHRIST (believers) and receive what is “due” 
us. What we deserve. 
 -  SALVATION is getting what we DON’T DESERVE. 
 -  REWARDS are getting what we DO DESERVE. 
 
ETERNAL LIFE is based on our BELIEF. 
 -  ETERNAL REWARDS are based on our BEHAVIOR. 
 
WHAT YOU AND I DO RIGHT NOW WILL HAVE AN AFFECT ON WHAT WE WILL BE DOING IN 
ETERNITY. 
 
 - Every thought, every action, every deed, everything we do will determine what we will be doing 
 in eternity. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:9, “So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.”  
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(1) REWARDS ARE FOR BELIEVERS 
(2) REWARDS ARE DIFFERENT FROM REDEMPTION 
(3) REWARDS HAVE MULTIPLE BENEFITS 
 -  The great thing about God’s rewards is they come with multiple benefits.  
 -  Philippians 4:14-20 
  •  Paul explained the process to the Philippians. 
   1.   They gave financial assistance to him when he was in need (vs. 14) 
   2. They were the only church to do so (vs. 15) 
   3. They gave again when he was in Thessalonica  (vs. 16) 
   4. What they gave was credited to their account in Heaven (vs. 17) 
 
Philippians 4:17.  Paul was speaking about the Philippians’ financial giving and said, “Not that I am 
looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account” (NIV). 
 
WHAT ACCOUNT would Paul have been referring to? 
•  God is keeping an account open for us in Heaven and every gift given for His glory is a deposit in that 
account. 
 
WHAT’S IN YOUR ACCOUNT? 
 
Randy Alcorn:  “Not only God, not only others, but we are the eternal beneficiaries of our giving.” 
 
Matthew 6:19-21, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 
 
Randy Alcorn (Money, Possessions & Eternity): “In reading Matthew 6, many people see something 
negative and miss the positive. They think that Jesus is categorically against the storing up of treasures.  
In fact, Jesus didn’t tell us NOT to store up treasures. On the contrary, he COMMANDED us to. He 
simply said, “Stop storing them up in the wrong place, and start storing them up in the right place.” 
 
Christ’s primary argument against amassing material wealth isn’t that it’s morally wrong, but simply that 
it’s a poor investment. Material things just won’t stand the test of time. Even if they escape moths and 
rust and thieves, they cannot escape the coming fire of God that will consume the material world (2 
Peter 3:7).” 
 
SO WHAT’S IN YOUR ETERNAL ACCOUNT?  Only what you’ve given. 
 
•  Nothing you keep is yours to keep. You will eventually lose it – all of it. 
 -  Only that which you give is yours to keep for all eternity. 
 
Randy Alcorn:  “The main focus of Matthew 6:19-21 is the accumulation of Heavenly treasures not the 
renunciation of earthly treasures. We’re to avoid storing up treasures on earth not as an end in itself, but 
as part of a life strategy to lay up treasures in Heaven. A person may give up all earthly treasures without 
ever investing in Heavenly treasures. Jesus is not looking for ascetics or hermits, but eternity–wise 
investors. Jesus is not speculating. He’s speaking of sure things.”   
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When He warns us not to store up treasures on earth, it’s not just because wealth might be lost.  It’s that 
wealth will definitely be lost.  Either it leaves us while we live, or we leave it when we die.” 
 
   5. Paul’s needs were met and God was honored and glorified by what they gave (vs. 18) 
   6. God would meet all of their needs now, too (vs. 19) 
   7. Praise God for such an incredible plan where everyone gets blessed (vs. 20) 
 
Colossians 3:18-25.  There are benefits right now and eternal benefits to come. 
 
•  There’s a coming reward (vs. 24) but there are also rewards now. 
 1. Submissive wives and loving husbands have better marriages (vs. 18-19) 
 2. Obedient children honor God but also enjoy better family relationships (vs. 20) 
 3. Gracious fathers grow great kids (vs. 21) 
 4. Trustworthy, hard–working employees receive rewards from the Lord and raises and   
  promotions from their earthly employers (vs. 22) 
 
ILL.  Making hospital visits. We don’t do it to get a reward. 
 -  We come away with a reward – being blessed by the people we visit. 
 -  But there’s also a coming reward for sharing the love of God with hurting people in a hospital. 
 
(4) REWARDS HAVE MORE TO DO WITH WHY THAN WHAT 
 -  Everything we do is important. 
  •  But WHY we do something is far more important than WHAT we do. 
 
Matthew 6:1-8, 16-18. Jesus warned about doing things for the rewards of men. 
 
•  The recognition, affirmation and acknowledgment of men are shallow rewards. 
 -  If we SEEK the REWARDS of men – Jesus says we have all the reward we’re going to get. 
 
•  SALVATION isn’t based on what we do. We could never do enough. 
 
 -  REWARDS ARE based on WHAT we do. But even more so on WHY we do what we do. 
 
1 Samuel 16:7, “Man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
  
 -  This doesn’t INVALIDATE outward appearance.   
  •  It just VERIFIES the importance of our motives. 
 
HOW YOU AND I ARE LIVING RIGHT NOW WILL DRAMATICALLY AFFECT WHAT’S GOING TO 
HAPPEN IN THE KINGDOM TO COME. 
 
•  WHEN THE TIME COMES for you and I to go to Heaven, you don’t want to be a follower WITHOUT 
REWARDS. 
 -  Unless you enjoy being a fan without a seat. 
 


