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“LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS, ” Message #2                     Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“REWARDS: WHEN, WHERE & HOW?” 
(Text:  Luke 19:11-27) 

 
ILL.  Chuck Swindoll: “One of the great doctrines of Christianity is our belief in a heavenly home. 
Ultimately, we shall spend eternity with God in the place He has prepared for us. Part of that exciting 
anticipation is His promise to REWARD His servants for a job well done. Scripture not only supports the 
idea of eternal rewards, it spells out the specifics. I find three primary facts about rewards in 1 Corinthians 
3:10-14. 
 Most rewards are received in heaven, not on earth. Now don’t misunderstand. There are earthly 
rewards. But when it comes to servanthood, God reserves special honor for that day when “each man’s 
work will become evident and ‘he shall receive a reward’ (3:13-14 NASB. 
 All rewards are based on quality, not quantity. We humans are impressed with size and volume 
and noise and numbers. It is easy to forget that God’s eye is always on motive. When he rewards 
servants, it will be based on quality – which means everybody has an equal opportunity to receive a 
reward. The elderly woman who prays before an audience of one will be rewarded as much as the 
evangelist who preaches before an audience of thousands. 
 No reward that is postponed will be forgotten. God doesn’t settle His accounts at the end of 
every day. Nor does He close out His books toward the end of everyone’s life. But when that day in 
eternity dawns, when time shall be no more on this earth, no act of serving others – be it well-known or 
unknown to others – will be forgotten. Unlike many people today, God keeps His promises.” 
 
•  We’re in a NEW SERIES called LIVE A LIFE GOD REWARDS. 
 
•  With the exception of the message of the gospel that you and I can be saved, this is probably the most 
exciting study any Christian can ever undertake. 
 -  But the subject of REWARDS is one we don’t hear a lot about. 
 -  I think it’s because most people don’t understand it and have never taken the time to study it. 
 
READ: LUKE 19:11-27.  This is the parable of the TEN MINAS.  (One mina is three month’s wages.) 
 
Notice  
1. This is a parable: an earthly story with a heavenly meaning (vs. 1). 
2. The ending sounds pretty severe and it is (“Slaughtering the enemies” vs. 27). 
3. Some people wanted nothing to do with the nobleman (vs. 14). 
4. The faithful servants were rewarded and given more than they had originally been given (vs. 26). 
5. The unfaithful servant lost everything he’d been given (vs. 24). 
4. The faithful servants were awarded “authority over cities” (vs. 17, 19).  
 -  CITIES? AUTHORITY? 
  •  When is that going to happen? And where will it happen? 
 
Turn back a couple of pages to Luke 16:10-12. 
 -  We’re going to be given “true riches” and “property of our own”? 
 -  Verse 12, “And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that 
 which is your own?” 
 
• It sure seems like Jesus was promising some kind of REWARD for your faithfulness. 
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•  There sure seems to be a connection between your faithful service here and a coming reward there. 
 
Back to Luke 19 ... 
  
(vs. 17) “Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over TEN CITIES.” 
 
(vs. 18) “The second came saying, Lord, your mina has made five minas.’  And he said to him, ‘And you 
are to be over FIVE CITIES’.” 
 
Luke 16 ... (NIV/1984) 
(vs. 11) “So, if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 
riches?” 
(vs. 12) “And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property 
of your own?” 
 
•  It sure seems like Jesus was saying, “You be faithful and I’m going to give you something.” 
 -  There’s a REWARD for faithfulness.  
 
•  In Luke 19, Jesus said, “If you are faithful and trustworthy in a very small matter (money management), 
I will put you in charge of CITIES.” 
 
•  In Luke 16, Jesus said, “If you are trustworthy and faithful with very little (worldly wealth and property 
management) I will give you true riches and property of your own.” 
 
Matthew 5:5 says, “Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.”  (Greek: “GE” – dirt) 
 
What could he possibly be talking about?  HERE’S THE PROBLEM ... 
 -  Most of us have been taught, since childhood, that HEAVEN is a great place.  (And it is!) 
 -  And someday, when we die, we’re going to GO TO HEAVEN and be with God. 
 
•  If I were to ask you, right now, to point in the direction you think Heaven is going to be, everyone of 
you would point to the sky. 
 -  BUT THE BIBLE DOESN’T TEACH THAT. 
 
YOU BETTER HAVE A VERSE FOR THIS ... Revelation 21:1 
 
Revelation 21:1 
 -  If you’re wondering which earth we’re on, all you have to do is look for the SEA. 
 -  If the SEA is still here, we must still be on EARTH #1. 
 
There are actually THREE HEAVENS.   
•  Paul talked about being caught up into the “third Heaven”(2 Corinthians 12:2). 
 
 Here are the THREE HEAVENS: 
 1. The Atmospheric Heaven – which hovers above the earth. 
 2. The Stellar Heaven – which is above that and includes the stars. 
 3. The Third Heaven – which is above that, and is the primary place where God dwells. 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Three 
 
Revelation 21:2. John says, “And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN 
FROM GOD ...” 
 
WHAT?  Here’s this NEW HOLY CITY coming down OUT OF HEAVEN. 
 -  Where’s it coming to?  THE NEW EARTH (Revelation 21:1). 
 
•  The NEW JERUSALEM is going to be the capital city of a NEW KINGDOM right here on earth. 
  
Revelation 21:3.  We’ve been taught, all our lives, that one day we’re going to go and be with God. 
 -  The Bible says just the opposite.  God is going to come and live with us. 
  •  “He will dwell with them, and they will be his people and God himself will be with them as  
  their God.” 
 
2 Peter 3:10.  What’s going to happen to the OLD EARTH? The one you and I are living on right now? 
 -  God’s going to renovate the OLD EARTH into a NEW EARTH. 
 
•  Once the renovations are done, the NEW HOLY CITY is going to COME DOWN, OUT OF HEAVEN to 
this NEW EARTH. 
 
•  Now, I don’t believe you and I will be living inside the Holy City. 
  
READ: Revelation 21:22-23 
 -  All the rules will change in this brand new kingdom. 
 -  No sea, no sickness, no sorrow, no tears ... 
  •  No sun, no electricity, because THE LAMB, JESUS, is the SOURCE of LIGHT.  
  •  No temple needed because the temple is the LORD GOD the ALMIGHTY and the LAMB. 
 
Revelation 21:24.  There will be NATIONS and KINGS (leaders) of the earth. 
 -  How are there nations if everyone is living inside this huge walled city? 
  
•  The wall around the Holy City will serve no functional purpose. 
 -  It won’t keep people in or keep people out. 
  •  It’ll just be a reminder to the similarity of the PRESENT HOLY CITY, which has a wall. 
 
Verse 24.  Now, WATCH THIS ... if there are nations, there are going to be CITIES! 
 -  “The kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.” 
 
Verse 25.  “And its gates will never be shut by day.”  (We’ll be free to come and go.) 
 -  With new immortalized bodies we will be able to travel anywhere at anytime. 
  
Verse 26.  “They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.” 
 -  People all over the earth will do great things for JESUS and will keep coming back again and 
 again to share with Him and worship Him. 
 
Verse 27.  The only people who get to go into this city are those whose names are written in the “Lamb’s 
Book of Life.” 
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NOW, GO BACK TO LUKE 19 ... 
 -  Vs. 17.  “Because you’ve been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over ten cities.” 
 -  Vs. 19.  “Because you’ve been faithful, you are to be over five cities.” 
 
•  I believe the Bible is clear there’s a connection between WHAT YOU AND I ARE DOING RIGHT NOW 
and the REWARDS we’ll enjoy when we are in that eternal kingdom with JESUS CHRIST. 
 
•   In the new Kingdom, Jesus will change all the price tags.   
 - “The first shall be last and the last shall be first.” 
 
John MacArthur: “There are, of course, passages of Scripture that indicate there will be differing levels 
of honor in Heaven.  The parable in Luke 19:16-19, for example, portrays God as a nobleman who 
rewards two of his faithful servants by making them rulers over ten cities, and five cities, respectively. 
Also, Jesus speaks of the ‘least in the kingdom of Heaven’ (Matthew 11:11) – implying that there are 
varying degrees of standing in Heaven. Our Lord taught repeatedly that believers would receive rewards 
for their faithfulness – and those rewards vary from person to person (Matthew 25:21-24). 
 
There are REWARDS for our FAITHFULNESS.  (Right now counts forever.) 
 
SALVATION is a REWARD.   
 -  If you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you receive eternal life. 
  •  If you don’t, you lose your reward and go to Hell for all eternity. 
 
If the average person understood what the Bible says about REWARDS, they’d never miss another 
worship service in their life.   
 -  They’d never miss another opportunity to serve. 
 -  They’d never miss another opportunity to give. 
 -  They’d never miss another opportunity to help others. 
 -  They’d never miss another opportunity to witness for JESUS. 
 
•  If the average person understood what the Bible says about REWARDS, they’d re-arrange their life and 
their priorities and GOD would come FIRST in EVERYTHING! 
 
•  Now, there’s a difference between ETERNAL LIFE and ETERNAL REWARDS. 
 -  Eternal LIFE is a GIFT. 
 -  Eternal REWARDS are based on WHAT WE DO. 
 
 -  Eternal LIFE is based on our BELIEF. 
 -  Eternal REWARDS are based on our BEHAVIOR. 
 
•  Our WORKS have ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to do with ETERNAL LIFE. 
 -  We DON’T EARN our salvation, or WORK for it, or MERIT it.  We never could. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
 -  That’s salvation.  Eternal life. 
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Romans 6:23.  The “gift of God is ETERNAL LIFE.” 
 
SALVATION AND REWARDS ARE TOTALLY DIFFERENT THINGS. 
 -  SALVATION is about God’s work for us. 
  •  REWARDS are about our work for Him. 
 
•  SALVATION is dependent on God’s faithfulness to His promises and upon His mercy. 
 -  REWARDS are conditional and dependent upon our faithfulness to Him 
 
2 Timothy 2:12, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him.  If we deny Him, He also will deny us.” 
 
Revelation 2:26, “The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give 
authority over the nations.” 
 
Revelation 3:21, “The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.” 
 
BELIEF determines our ETERNAL DESTINATION – WHERE we will be. 
BEHAVIOR determines our ETERNAL REWARDS – WHAT we’ll have. 
 
I WANT TO BE CLEAR: WORKS do NOT affect our REDEMPTION.   
 -  WORKS (what we do here, right now) do affect our REWARDS. 
 
•  If the average person understood what the Bible says about REWARDS, it would change their life 
forever. 
 
 -  Talk about a motivation for living a HOLY LIFE and living a life WHOLE-HEARTEDLY 
 DEVOTED to the Lord! 
 
•  How you and I live, right now, here on this earth determines how you and I are going to live when 
eternity begins. 
 
•  Some people erroneously believe that “getting saved is all we need to do, and what we do after we 
get saved really has nothing to do with what will happen to us in the life to come.” 
 
Are they in for a BIG SURPRISE ... 
  
Luke 16, Jesus said, “If you are trustworthy and faithful with very little (worldly wealth and property 
management) I will give you true riches and property of your own.” 
 
•  If the average person understood what the Bible says about REWARDS, it would change their life 
forever! 
 
Will it change yours? 
 
 
 


