
SERMON NOTES
Series: Awesome August

Message: “Why Does God Allow So Much Pain?”

Text: Genesis 39-41

“WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SO MUCH PAIN?”

Joseph’s painful experiences:

1. He grew up in a ____________________ home

2. He was trapped in a _________________ job
 Genesis 39:3-4

3. He was the victim of _________________
 Genesis 39:11-12; Genesis 39:21-23

4. He was subject to ________________________ 
 Genesis 41:1

5. He was tested by ______________________ 
 Genesis 41:41-43

 
APPLICATIONS FOR US TODAY

1. ________________ is inevitable; _____________ is optional

2. ______________________ are rare; be willing to ____________ and 
__________.

 Isaiah 40:31
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TAKING IT HOME
Questions and Scriptures for further personal study.

For the week of August 10, 2014.

1. On Sunday we learned suffering is inevitable. According to Romans 5:3-5 
and James 1:2-4 what can we learn through times of suffering? How can 
they actually be beneficial for us? What are we encouraged to do when we 
experience suffering and what is produced in us through it?

2. When we experience painful situations, it can become increasingly difficult 
to continue doing the right thing. Below are some verses that reveal a very 
different way of looking at life than most of the world would look at it. After 
reading each verse, write down how it differs from the way most of the world 
lives and thinks.

• Psalm 34:15

• Psalm 112:6

• Isaiah 32:17

• Isaiah 51:7

• James 5:16

3. What’s a painful situation in your life right now? How are you trusting and 
waiting on God in this situation?
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