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1. A __________________ (Luke 1:5-7)
 
        Psalm 127:3; Matthew 11:11

Your PROBLEM is never just a __________________.  

It’s a __________________ for God to display His glory.

2. A _____________(Luke 1:8-10)

This was a ________ _________ for ZECHARIAH  

and what he was doing was a _________ _________.

 
3. A ________________(Luke 1:11-14)

        God broke His silence in ________________.
 

ZECHARIAH’s name means: “________________  

has ____________________ again.”

Isaiah 6:1-7. Isaiah saw the Lord and he said, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts!”

Notice what the ANGEL said to ZECHARIAH (verse 13).
 
1.     “Do _______ ______ _________.”

2.    “Your ________________ has been _____________.”

3.    “You’re ___________ to _________ _____ ________.”

Three observations:

1. God ________________ starts with a __________________.

2. God _________ uses ______________ who are _______________ HIM faithfully.

To listen or watch this message online, go to crossroadschristian.org

Facebook: CrossroadsCCTX | Twitter & Instagram: @crossroads_tx 



CONNECT GROUP HOMEWORK
For the week of April 10

QUICK REVIEW: Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, what 
impacted you the most?

HISTORICAL | GETTING TO KNOW ME

1. Describe a time you received an exciting or unexpected message. What 
made it so special?

 

2. How do you usually respond when problems arise in your life?

BIBLICAL | DIGGING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE

1. Luke describes Zechariah and Elizabeth this way: “They were both 
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments 
and statutes of the Lord.” But not everything was well in their lives. They 
desperately wanted a child. How do the following verses illustrate that 
there is more to the story than what’s on the surface? 

•	 Genesis	45:4-8	
 
•	 Job	1:1-12	
 
•	 John	9:1-3	
 
How has God used a challenge or difficult time in your life to display His 
glory?

 
 
Why is it difficult to focus on anything except ourselves when we are 
in the midst of deep, personal suffering? Why is such an internal focus 
dangerous to our relationship with the Lord, to our faith and to others?

 
 



2. Zechariah and Elizabeth share similar, but not exact, circumstances with 
Abraham and Sarah’s barrenness and miraculous births. One couple 
demonstrated obedience in God’s promise and the other demonstrated 
disobedience, which led to more suffering. Why do we sometimes take 
matters into our own hands like Abraham and Sarah instead of remaining 
faithful to God’s commands and promises?

3. In Luke 1:13, the angel says to Zechariah, “Your prayer has been heard.” 
Discuss the following questions about prayer:  

•	 Do we sometimes stop praying for something when it seems humanly 
impossible for the prayer to be answered? Why? 

 
 
 

•	 How long should we pray for something before we accept that God is 
not going to answer the prayer? Read	Luke	18:1-7.

 
 
 

•	 Are you convinced that your prayers have been heard? Why? Read 
Jeremiah	29:12-13	and	Psalm	17:6-7.

 
 
 

•	 Does it help you to know, regardless of how God answers your prayer, 
that He loves you and is for you? Explain. 

 
 
 



PRACTICAL | APPLICATION TO MY LIFE
1. Knowing God hears your prayer, is there something you should pray for 

with greater fervency?

2. In light of today’s discussion, why should we be thankful for suffering? 
How should our response to suffering change if we view it as part of 
God’s greater story of redemption?

PRAYER REQUESTS
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