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“2 TIMOTHY” Series, Message #9                 Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“THE MAKING OF A MINISTER” 
(Text: 2 Timothy 3:10-17) 

 
•  No church in the history of Christianity has ever grown like the first church recorded in the book of Acts. 
 -  We’ve been studying about them on Wednesday nights. 
 
•  The secret to their success was that ALL the believers were doing the work of the ministry. 
 -  Every Christian has a sovereign and specific responsibility for the growth of the church. 
 -  Every member is to be a minister.  Every worshipper is to be a worker. 
  •  We all have a part in the growth of God’s church. 
 
•  If we don’t do what God has sovereignly and specifically called us to do, the church can’t and won’t 
grow. 
 -  If all of us are doing what God has called us to do, there would never be a shortage of workers, a  
 shortage of leaders, a shortage of teachers or a shortage of resources. 
 
•  In fact there would be an over-abundance of everything. 
  
Ephesians 4:11-16.  Paul tells us who does the equipping. 
 
•  Here in 2 Timothy 3:17, Paul tells us how to get equipped. 
 
•  We are all ministers in the body of Christ. 
 -  So, what does it take to become the minister God has called us to be. 
 
(1) THE TRIALS OF A MINISTER (2 Timothy 3:10-12) 
 -  God uses trials to shape and mold us. 
 -  Verse 11 (reference to Acts 14) 
  •  Notice the terms he uses here:  purpose, persecution, faith and suffering.  (They go together.) 
 
 Two important themes:   
 
 (a) Difficulties (vs. 10-11a) 
  •  Paul experienced tremendous difficulties.  (2 Corinthians 11:23b-28) 
   1.  He had the right message. 
   2.  He had pure motives. 
   3.  He used godly methods. 
 
•  Yet, Paul experienced incredible difficulties, trials and persecution.  
 -  Why?  Was this unique to Paul? 
 
Verse 12.  “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 -  Notice the words: “Everyone” and “will.” 
 
•  When you make up your mind to really live for Jesus, you can expect persecution. 
 -  John 16:33, “In this world you will have trouble.” 
 
•  When you make up your mind to live the kind of life you ought to live for Jesus, you adopt a new set of 
standards and values that are in direct opposition to the world. 
 
•  When you decide to really live for Jesus, you get the devil’s attention and he gets interested in your life. 
 
•  Difficulties, trials, persecution ,,, that’s a part of the experience of a sold-out believer. 
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 (b) Deliverance (vs. 11c)   “Yet the Lord rescued me from them all.” 
  •  God literally delivered Paul from the things that were designed to destroy him. 
 
Psalm 34:19, “A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all.” 
 
 -  Daniel 3.  Three men in the fiery furnace.  But the king saw FOUR MEN. 
 -  God didn’t take them out of the fire, but He rescued them. He delivered them from the fire’s  
 power to destroy them. 
 
James 1:2-4. 
 
The TRIALS of a MINISTER. 
(2) THE TEACHERS OF A MINISTER (2 Timothy 3:13-15) 
 -  There are basically two kinds of teachers: 
 
 (a) Teachers Who PERVERT (vs. 13) 
  •  We need to be more careful in the teaching we listen to today. 
   -  There’s a lot of junk out there.  (Newsletters, e-mails, TV shows, books) 
 
•  A lot of the teaching is outside the teaching of God’s holy Word. 
    
   -  “Evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse.” 
   -  False teaching is always a declining experience. 
 
 (b) Teachers Who CONVERT (vs. 14-15) 
  •  “Because you know those from whom you learned it.” (vs. 14b) 
   -  This is plural, referring to more than one person. 
  •  2 Timothy 1:5.  (Timothy had the influence of a godly family.) 
 
•  Timothy had the privilege of hearing the truth in his childhood. 
 -  Every child deserves that privilege. 
 
•  Make sure your children are here, EVERY SUNDAY, and EVERY WEDNESDAY night to hear the Word.  
(VBS, church camp, etc.) 
 
•  Our children need to develop some convictions. 
 
Verse 14.  “You’ve learned and have become convinced of ...” 
 -  “You’ve seen it work in their lives.” 
 -  “You’ve seen the benefits of the convictions held by those who’ve taught you.” 
 
•  Parents, you’d better make sure your kids have the right convictions before you send them out into a 
Christ-rejecting, Bible-hating world. 
 
Note:  Don’t be impatient, if your kids don’t have all your convictions yet.  Just keep teaching them. 
 
•  All Hell can’t shake a person who has some rock-solid convictions. 
 
Verse 15.  “The holy Scriptures.”  (The “set apart” Scriptures.  The “sacred” Scriptures.) 
 
 -  There’s only ONE BOOK in all the world that holds this distinction. 
 
Verse 15.  “From infancy …”  (We ought to be teaching our kids at the earliest age.) 
 -  Now, you don’t teach your toddler the 17th chapter of Revelation. 
  •  Use common sense.  Teach them simple lessons: God is love.  Love your neighbor. 
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Verse 15.  “These Scriptures are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
 -  No other book can do that. 
 
Three Great Truths From The Bible: 
1. I’m a great SINNER. 
2. JESUS is a great SAVIOR. 
3. I can have a great SALVATION. 
  •  No other book can lead people to salvation. 
 
•  No alcoholic reads a chemistry book and says, “ever since I read that book I’ve been sober.” 
•  No thief picks up a math book and says, “When I read 1 + 1 = 2, it changed my life.” 
•  No adulterer picks up a geometry book and says, “When I read about a hypotenuse triangle, something 
happened to me and I’ve been pure ever since.” 
 
NO BOOK CAN DO THAT … 
 
•  But if we had the time today, there are hundreds upon hundreds of people who could stand up and 
testify to the fact that they heard the teachings of the Holy Scriptures and it changed their lives and 
brought them to the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 -  The Holy Scriptures are able to make you wise for salvation. 
 
The TRIALS, the TEACHERS … 
(3) THE TEXTBOOK OF A MINISTER (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
 -  This is God’s authoritative statement on the minister’s textbook:  the Bible. 
 -  It is God-breathed.  (Literally, the words of God.) 
 
 (a) The INSPIRATION Of The Bible. 
  •  From Genesis to Revelation, every single word of the Bible is inspired. 
  •  God didn’t inspire certain SPOTS.  (You can’t pick and choose.) 
 
•  I believe the entire Bible is inspired. (The table of contents, the maps.) 
 -  Deut. 32:4, “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just.  A faithful God  
  who does no wrong, upright and just is he.” 
 -  John 14:6.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life.” 
 -  John 17:17, “Your word is truth.” 
 
•  It is inconceivable and unbelievable that a God of truth would give us a Bible that contains error. 
•  It is absolutely impossible to conceive that a God of truth would give us a Bible we can’t depend on. 
  
•  “All Scripture”  (All the writing.  The words and letters.) 
 -  It’s not the thoughts that are inspired.  It’s the words. 
 
ILL. Like trying to play music without notes.  (“Just play the thoughts…”) 
 
Verse 16. “Scripture is God-breathed.”  (He literally put life in the words of the Bible - Hebrews 4:12) 
 
•  Modern-day prophecy.  (If it repeats the Bible, it’s unnecessary.  If it’s different from the Bible, it’s 
unBiblical. 
 -  Prophecy ceased when the canon of Scripture was completed and the completed Scripture is all  
 you need to complete you. 
 
 The INSPIRATION of the Bible 
 (b) The INSTRUCTION Of The Bible. 
  •  “Useful” (KJV - “profitable”) 
  •  The purpose of the Bible is to help you in FOUR AREAS: 
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  1. TEACHING (doctrine) 
   -  Learning what’s right.  (Your FUTURE steps.) 
  2. REBUKING 
   -  Showing you what’s wrong.  (Your FALSE steps.) 
  3. CORRECTING 
   -  Showing us how to get right.  (Your FALTERING steps.) 
   -  How to get restored. 
  4. TRAINING 
   -  Showing you how to stay right.  (Your FAITHFUL steps.) 
   -  How to stay faithful. 
 
 (c) The INTENTION Of The Bible. 
  •  So you “may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
  •  God has made every provision for you, but you have to take advantage of it. 
   -  You have to get the WORD in your life. 
 
•  This Bible has everything you need. 
 
It’s your FOOD:  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” 
It’s your SWORD: “For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword.” 
It’s your MIRROR: “The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom … and continues to 
do so, will be blessed in what he does.” 
It’s your LAMP: “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
 
•  Every member of the body of Christ is divinely ordained to be a minister in the body of Christ. 
 -  We have a sovereign and specific responsibility. 
 
  •  Our training is on-going and never-ending. 
 
  •  Our training center is the local church. 
 
  •  Our training manual is the Bible. 
 
•  And when we get the Bible in our heads, our hearts and our lives, we’ll be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work. 
   
 
 
 


