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“2 Timothy” Series, Message #8                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“WARNING: DANGER AHEAD” 
(Text: 2 Timothy 3:1-9) 

 
ILL.  A gentleman who hadn’t traveled much was flying to a meeting.  After about an hour in flight, the 
Captain announced that the plane would be a half-hour late in landing because one of the engines had 
failed.  He assured the passengers that three engines would be more than sufficient to safely fly and land 
the plane. 
 
A little later, the Captain announced that they would now be a full hour late in landing because a second 
engine had failed.  Once again, the Captain assured them that they were fine with just two engines.  The 
gentleman was beginning to get a little nervous because he had an important meeting in just a few hours 
and didn’t want to be late. 
 
Some time passed and the Captain came on again and reported that they’d now lost a third engine and 
would be at least two hours late in landing, but they would still make it.  The gentleman turned to the man 
in the seat next to him and said, “I hope we don’t lose another engine, or else we’ll be up here all day.” 
 
•  There’s a fellow who was totally unaware of the serious danger of his situation. 
 
What lies ahead for us in the days prior to the Lord’s Return?  2 Timothy 3 tells us. 
 -  In the last days, just prior to the Lord’s return, things are going to go from bad to worse. 
 
(1) HOW THEY ARE PREDICTED (2 Timothy 3:1) 
 -  1 Timothy 4:1 talks about “later times.” 
 -  2 Timothy 3:1 talks about “the last days.” 
  •  Paul is getting more specific. 
 
 (a) They Are DEFINITE Days. 
  •  We don’t know the exact day, but we can know the season. 
  •  Matthew 24:10-13 
 
 -  In the last days, it will appear as if the devil has taken over and is in total control. 
 
 (b) They Are DIFFICULT Days. 
  •  Terrible (KJV - “perilous”) 
  •  Matthew 8:28.  Describes two demon-possessed men who were violent, fierce. 
   -  The word can also refer to an infected wound.  (Sickening, infecting) 
 
(2) HOW THEY ARE PICTURED (2 Timothy 3:2-5) 
 -  This is a catalog of a corrupt society. 
 -  A description of decadence, deceit and demon-driven evil of the worst kind. 
 
 There are 19 pictures here:  (We’ll deal with them in groups) 
 
 (a) Personally (vs. 2) 
   
  1. Lovers of themselves.  (Self-esteem and self-respect is not bad.) 
   -  This is an inordinate love of self. 
 
  2. Lovers of money.  (Literally worship money.) 
   -  There’s nothing wrong with money.  But when you start loving it, you’re in trouble. 
 
  3. Boastful. (Braggarts who brag on their abilities.) 
   -  Humanism.  (Man can do anything.) 
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•  Every so often, God allows something that man absolutely can’t do anything about. 
 -  We can send a man to the moon, but we can’t come up with technology to heal a broken heart. 
 
  4. Proud.  (Arrogant) 
   -  Looks down on everyone else. 
 
 (b)  Domestically (vs. 2f-3a) 
   
  1. Abusive.  (Blasphemers, lovers of insults) 
   -  Abusive and slanderous language. 
   -  When you elevate yourself, you automatically lower and denigrate others. 
 
  2. Disobedient to Parents. 
   -  Many homes are being run by the kids. 
   -  Parents don’t know what to do with their kids and the kids are constantly in trouble. 
 
•  If parents would take a more active role in making sure their kids were in Sunday School and church 
every Sunday, and participate in youth group each week, we could solve half the problems kids are going 
through. 
 
•  And, if parents would get on fire for the Lord and start living for Jesus and model genuine Christianity 
before their kids, we could solve the other half of the problems. 
 
  3. Ungrateful.  (Inability to say “thank you.”) 
 
•  You do say “thanks” before you eat, don’t you?  (Even a hog bows his head before he eats.) 
 
   -  We ought to be thankful for all the blessings of life. 
   -  Health, friends, family, the sun, the air, water, etc. 
 
•  In the last days, people will be ungrateful. 
 
  4. Unholy.  (No reverence for God and the things of God.  Gross indecency.) 
   -  An ungodly world will mock, ridicule and slander the cause of Christ and everything  
    spiritual. 
   -  Shameless. 
 
  5. Without love.  (Without natural affection.) 
   -  Husbands and wives who can’t stand each other. 
   -  Parents and children who hate one another. 
    •  They don’t possess the natural affection they ought to possess. 
 
 Personally, Domestically … 
 (c) Socially (vs. 3b) 
  
  1. Unforgiving.  (Irreconcilable) 
   -  You can’t reason with them.  You can’t get along with them. 
   -  They are like cement:  thoroughly mixed up and permanently set. 
 
  2. Slanderous.  (Diabolos means accuser.  34 times in reference to Satan.) 
   -  False accusers who love to tell lies on other people. 
   -  Malicious gossips, doing the work of Satan. 
   -  The work of Christ is to build up, the work of Satan is to tear down. 
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Vance Havner:  “They love to drag people’s good name through the swampy slime of their sinful slander.” 
 
•  Be careful what you hear and be careful what you share. 
 -  Even if something is true, you don’t need to necessarily share it. 
 -  And, in most cases, would be better off just keeping it to yourself. 
 
  3. Without self-control. 
   -  Do whatever they want.  No restraint.  Try anything.  “Who cares?” attitude. 
 
John MacArthur:  “Without self-control describes the person who has jettisoned inhibitions and shame, 
who does not care about what people think or about what happens to them because of what he does.  
Like a driverless car, he careens haphazardly and crashes into whatever gets in his way.  He eventually 
loses control of his own life and becomes a slave to his passions and ambitions.” 
 
  4. Brutal.  (Savagery, animalistic) 
   -Anger, rage, violence, following the law of the jungle.  (Every man for himself.) 
 
  5. Not lovers of the good. 
   -  Don’t care about the truth or what is right. 
   -  In fact, they oppose it. 
 
  6. Treacherous.  (Betrayers) 
   -  Turn on every one, even their own friends and family. 
   -  No sense of loyalty. 
 
  7. Rash.  (Reckless) 
   -  Careless, negligent. 
 
  8. Conceited.  (Gk. Tuphoo) 
   - Has the root meaning of being enveloped in smoke so you can’t see what’s really going on  
    around you.  (“He’s in his own little world.”) 
 
 Personally, Domestically, Socially … 
 (d) Spiritually (vs. 4d) 
   
  1. Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.  (Hedonistic) 
   •  Constantly in pursuit of entertainment and fun rather than God. 
 
•  There’s nothing really wrong with enjoying things in this world.  (1 Timothy 6:17) 
 -  The problem comes when you start living for those things instead of living for God. 
 
Hebrews 11:24-25.  Pleasures won’t last. 
 
  2. Having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
   •  This statement is tied to all the previous ones. 
   •  In other words, these are religious people who are doing all this. 
 
•  Their name will be on the roll of a church somewhere. 
 -  They’ll say all the right words, and put on a good front, but that’s all it is:  a front. 
 
•  When all you’ve got is a form and not a force, your faith is a farce. 
 
Verse 5c.  “Have nothing to do with them.” 
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(1) How They Are PREDICTED. 
(2) How They Are PICTURED. 
 
(3) HOW THEY ARE PROMOTED (2 Timothy 3:6-9) 
 -  There will actually be religious teachers who will promote this lifestyle. 
  Verse 8.  “Men of depraved mind.” 
 
Verse 6.  “Who worm their way into homes.”  (Cable TV, TV talk shows.) 
  
 -  Verse 6b.  “Gain control over weak-willed women who are loaded down with sin and all kinds of  
  evil desires.” 
 
Dr. MacArthur:  “Just as Eve was the first target of Satan, he continues to target women as his initial 
captives.  Cults not only are often spawned by women, but women are the most numerous and devout 
adherents.” 
 
•  They are looking for a “religion” that can make them feel better about their sinful lifestyle. 
 
Verse 7.  “Always learning.”  Going from seminar to seminar.  Bible study to Bible study. 
 -  But there is never any change. 
 
•  The doctrine that is taught is like putting hand lotion on a brain tumor. 
 -  You may feel better, but you’re not better at all. 
 
Verse 9.  They won’t get very far. 
 -  When Moses showed up, the phony magicians of Pharoah were exposed to be frauds. 
 
Verse 9b.  They won’t get to first base with genuine believers. 
 
Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 
John 6:37, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive 
away.” 
 
Mark 13:22, “For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive 
the elect--if that were possible.” 
 
•  We need to be aware of the DANGER AHEAD and be prepared for it. 
 
Dr. MacArthur:  
“This passage holds several lessons for believers today: 
 First, we must realize that the church is in spiritual warfare, a warfare that will intensify as Christ’s 
Second Coming draws nearer. 
 Second, we must be doctrinally discerning, testing every message that claims to be Christian against 
God’s Word, as did the God-fearing Jews of Berea, who ‘received the word with great eagerness,’ but 
carefully examined ‘the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things’ that Paul and Silas preached ‘were 
so.’  (Acts 17:11) 
 Third, we must be pure and holy, vessels of honor for the Lord to use.” 
  
 
 


