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“2 Timothy” Series, Message #7                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“VESSELS OF HONOR” 
(Text: 2 Timothy 2:20-26) 

 
•  Chapter Two has some intriguing insights from the veteran apostle, Paul, to his young son in the faith, 
Timothy.  
 -  Verses 1-7.  Key verse: Verse 3, “Endure hardship”  
  •  The Christian life is tough.  Especially, if the Lord places you in leadership. 
  •  You will need: 
   1.  The dedication of a TEACHER,  
   2.  The devotion of a SOLDIER,  
   3.  The discipline of an ATHLETE,  
   4.  The determination of a FARMER. 
 
 -  Verse 8-13.  Key verse: Verse 8,  “Remember Jesus Christ”  
  •  You’re going to suffer. 
  •  When you do: 
   1. Remember the Son of God (vs. 8) 
   2.  Remember the Word of God (vs. 9) 
   3. Remember the Glory of God (vs. 10) 
  •  Because of what Jesus has done for us, we can sing in the midst of suffering. 
 
 -  Verses 14-19.  Key verse: Verse 19,  “Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm.” 
  •  You are going to encounter false teaching and false teachers. 
   1. Be aware of the perilous words of error. 
   2. Be committed to the precious Word of Truth. 
 
•  This morning, we want to look at verses 20-26.   Key Verse: Verse 21. 
 -  Here Paul talks about “vessels in a great house” (KJV) 
 
Verse 19.  A building built upon an unshakeable foundation. 
 -  Ephesians 2:19-22 
 
•  In verses, 20-26, Paul talks about how you and I can become Vessels of Honor. 
 
(1) THE DEDICATED LIFE (2 Timothy 2:20-21) 
 -  “In a large house” (“great house” - KJV) 
 -  The actual church of the Lord Jesus is huge!  (With multiplied millions of people.) 
  •  You and I are vessels in that large (great) house. 
 
•  In a magnificent house, you will find some magnificent vessels. 
 -  You will also find some less than magnificent vessels, too.  (Garbage cans, containers, etc.) 
 
•  There are vessels for noble purposes (honor) and vessels for ignoble purposes (dishonor). 
 
 (a) The Placing Of The Vessels (vs. 20) 

 •  The vessels in the Lord’s house are placed according to their willingness to be used by the  
   Lord in His service. 
  •  If we keep our lives clean, God can use us as vessels of honor (gold and silver). 
  •  If we don’t keep our lives clean, the Lord will have to put us in an inconspicuous place. 
 
•  God puts the vessels of honor out for display. 
 
•  So there are many vessels in the Lord’s house, but only two groups:   
 (a)  Vessels of honor and, (b)  Vessels of dishonor. 
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•  God wants to use every vessel.  But some vessels can’t be used.  (Because of cracks, holes, etc.) 
 -  When we aren’t the kind of vessels we ought to be, God can’t use us like He wants to use us. 
 
 (b) The Purging Of The Vessels (vs. 21) 
  •  “I want the Lord to use me.” 
  •  We need to be cleansed (“sanctified” - KJV). 
 
Justification:  how salvation begins 
Glorification:  how salvation ends 
Sanctification: how salvation works in our daily lives 
 
•  Being sanctified means we are “set apart” and separate from sin and we are dedicated to the Lord. 
 -  If you want to be a vessel of honor, you need to be sanctified.  (Continual cleansing) 
 
Verse 21.  If you want God to use you, you’ve got to get yourself in a position to be used. 
 -  “Cleanse himself” (KJV - “purge himself”)  Get clean and stay clean. 
 
•  You can be saved and go to Heaven as a carnal, uncommitted Christian, but you’ll barely get in. 
 
Verse 21.  Some things have to be added to your life.  Some things have to go from your life. 
 
•  When you start justifying things in your life, chances are it’s wrong for you. 
 -  We ought to remove from our lives, everything that has even a shadow of suspicion on it. 
 
•  I’m a little concerned at the low level of commitment, and the sloppy lifestyle of a lot of the people who 
name the name of the Lord, Jesus. 

-  There ought to be a difference in the places we go, the books we read, the amusements we 
frequent, the people we hang out with. 

 -  There ought to be a difference about us because we want to be vessels of honor. 
 
Verse 21c.  “Prepared to do any good work”  (KJV - “prepared unto every good work”) 
 
•  You can become a vessel of honor, an instrument for noble purposes. 
 -  In the natural realm, this is impossible.  (Your dog dish is not going to turn into expensive china.) 
 
•  But, in the supernatural realm, God can take you from being a dishonorable vessel and make you a 
vessel of honor. 
 
THE DEDICATED LIFE. 
(2) THE DETERMINED LIFE (2 Timothy 2:22-23) 
 -  Three important verbs: 
  1. FLEE the evil desires of youth … (vs. 22a) 
  2. FOLLOW righteousness, faith, love and peace … (vs. 22b) 
  3. FORSAKE foolish and stupid arguments … (vs. 23) 
 
•  If you really want the Lord to use you: 
 (a) FLEE The Evil Desires Of Youth (vs. 22a) 
  •  “Youthful lusts” (KJV) 
 
Dr. John MacArthur, “Not merely illicit sexual desires, but also such lusts as pride, desire for wealth and 
power, jealousy, self-assertiveness, and an argumentative spirit.” 
 -  Every age level has its own unique temptations. 
 -  Satan knows which buttons to push.  Which traps to set. 
 
•  The devil takes legitimate desires to illegitimate extremes. 
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•  You have to be careful not to let the devil pervert your normal, God-given desires to abnormal 
dimensions. 
 
•  For example:  SEXUAL DESIRES. 
 -  Sexual desire is both God-given and God-blessed, within the confines of marriage. 
 -  All sex outside of marriage is sexual perversion.  (Extra-marital, pre-marital) 
 
•  So, if you’re involved in that, you’re a sexual pervert. 
 
•  Follow God’s plan and purposes and sex is always beautiful. 
 -  Let the devil twist and pervert it, and it becomes a filthy, disgusting, shameful, guilt-producing  
 experience. 
 
•  Keep yourself pure.  Be a vessel of honor. 
 FLEE the evil desires of youth … 
 (b) FOLLOW Righteousness, Faith, Love And Peace (vs. 22b) 
  •  Righteousness:  doing right and being right. 
  •  Faith:  being faithful to the Lord. 
  •  Love:  love for the Lord and for others. 
  •  Peace:  getting along with God and others. 
 
Verse 22c.  “Along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 
 
 FLEE, FOLLOW … 
 (c) FORSAKE Foolish And Stupid Arguments (vs. 23) 
  •  Don’t get off on meaningless tangents. 
  •  Don’t allow yourself to get dragged into quarrels over things that don’t really matter. 
 
THE DEDICATED LIFE 
THE DETERMINED LIFE 
(3) THE DISCIPLINED LIFE (2 Timothy 2:24-26) 
 -  Don’t be belligerent or contentious.  (The Lord’s servant doesn’t go looking for fights.) 
 -  Be kind to everyone.  (Gentle, mildness of disposition) 
  •  It’s the picture of a wild horse that has been tamed. 
 -  It’s the idea of being approachable. 
  •  People shouldn’t have to walk on eggshells when they’re around you. 
 -  “Able to teach” (skilled in teaching and in being teachable) 
 
•  “Not resentful/patient”  (“holding up under wrong,” “the ability to be patient when wronged”) 
 
Verse 25.  The Lord’s servant needs to gently help those who’ve gotten ensnared in the devil’s trap. 
 
Verse 26.  Those who are in the trap of the devil. 
 -  Did you know the devil has traps. 
 
ILL.  Mice don’t like TRAPS, but they like CHEESE. 
 -  So, the man who wants to catch a mouse, baits the trap with cheese. 
 
•  There’s not a person in this building who wants their life to be wrecked.  Right? 
 -  I don’t think anyone says, “I want to grow up to be an alcoholic.” 
 -  “I want to destroy my marriage, my family and my career.” 
 -  “I hope to lose everything I’ve got and become a bum.” 
 
•  Nobody wants to do that to their life.   
 -  But that’s exactly what the devil wants to do. 
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•  So, he sets the trap and puts the bait right where you can see it. 
 -  He knows just which bait to use. 
 -  And when you fall for the devil’s bait, you’ll get caught in the devil’s trap. 
 
•  Some of you, in this very service, are caught in the devil’s trap.  Right now. 
 -  You’re just like a puppet and the devil’s pulling the strings. 
 
Verse 26.  “Who has taken them captive to do his will.” 
 -  There are three wills in the universe:   
  (a)  God’s  
  (b)  The devil’s  
  (c)  Yours. 
 
  •  God’s will is for you to be a vessel of honor. 
 
  •  The devil’s will is for you to be trapped and your life ruined. 
 
  •  Your will is the deciding vote. 
 
•  When the devil’s got you in his trap, you can’t get out on your own. 
 -  Verse 25b.  Only God can get you out. 
 -  You have to acknowledge the truth and repent, and turn away from your sin and the devil’s will. 
 
Verse 26.  “That they will come to their senses.”  (“Recover from a drunken stupor.”) 
 
ILL.  Prodigal Son. 
 -  Rebelled against the Father’s will. 
 -  God ensnared in the devil’s trap.  (Wasted everything he had.) 
 -  “One day he acknowledged the truth … and he came to his senses …” 
 
•  Friend, the most sensible thing you and I can do is to be vessels of honor. 
 -  Do you want God to use you? 
 -  It all begins with a full surrender of your will to His will. 
 


