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“2 Timothy” Series, Message #6                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“THE TRUTH:  THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH” 
(Text: 2 Timothy 2:14-19) 

 
Review:   Paul is in the Mammertine prison in Rome. 
 
Chapter One 
 Verses 1-7  FAN THE FLAMES 
 Verses 8-12 DON’T BE ASHAMED 
 Verses 13-18 KEEP THE FAITH 
 
Chapter Two 
 Verses 1-7  BE DISCIPLINED, DEVOTED and DETERMINED 
     (like a TEACHER, a SOLDIER, an ATHLETE and a FARMER) 
 Verses 8-13 REMEMBER JESUS CHRIST!! 
     (When you suffer, you can sing!) 
 
•  Now, in verses 14-19, Paul zeroes in on the importance of SOUND DOCTRINE and what’s being taught 
in the church. 
 -  Verse 14.  “Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only  
 ruins those who listen.” 
 
WORDS are powerful things. 
 -  Proverbs 18:21, “The tongue has the power of life and death …” 
 -  Words can encourage and words can destroy. 
  (“Sticks and stones may hurt my bones, but words can never hurt me.”) 
 
•  We’ve already seen in 2 Timothy Paul’s reference to “sound words” (2 Tim. 1:13) 
 -  We get our word “hygiene” from the same word. 
 
John 6:63, Jesus said, “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.” 
 
•  In 1 Timothy 4:1-2, Paul told Timothy, “The Spirit says that in later times some will abandon the faith and 
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.  Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, 
whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.” 
 
•  It matters what we hear because what we hear affects our behavior. 
 -  Words of truth bring health.  Words of error bring hurt. 
 
•  We’re surrounded by a flood of words. (TV, radio, magazines, newspapers, books.) 
 
•  Paul is talking about the use of words to convey spiritual truths. 
 -  James 3:1 “Don’t rush into being a teacher, because teachers will be judged more strictly.” 
 -  Matthew 12:36-37, “But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for  
  every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your  
  words you will be condemned.” 
 
•  There’s a tremendous responsibility upon those who teach God’s Word. 
 -  Verse 14.  This is probably referring to those who were teaching at the church in Ephesus. 
 
•  This morning, notice the contrast between the words of ERROR and the word of TRUTH. 
 
(1) PERILOUS WORDS OF ERROR (2 Timothy 2:14) 
 (a) They Are DANGEROUS Words (vs. 14) 
  •  “Don’t get into word battles. Words can be like swords.  Words can be dangerous. 
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Verse 14.  “It only ruins those who listen.”  (Catastrophe) 
 -  The wrong words can lead to catastrophe in the lives of people. 
 -  If you listen to false doctrine, it will ultimately lead to catastrophe in your life. 
 
•  It’s absolutely essential to hear the TRUTH so you can live the right way. 
 
 (b) They Are DISASTROUS Words (vs. 16-18) 
  •  “Avoid” (shun) 
  •  “Godless” (nothing about God in them) 
  •  “Chatter” (babbling) 
   -  It’s interesting how Paul describes FALSE TEACHING. 
  
•  We are flooded with false information today. 
 -  Lots of false teachers have best-selling books and it lulls people into believing it must be the truth. 
 
•  It’s disastrous when people twist and turn the Word of God for their own selfish schemes. 
 -  Watch out for people who try to take your Bible apart. 
 -  Jumping from this verse to that verse, to build a theology. 
 -  Giving a new, unique interpretation that no one’s ever heard of before. 
 
Verse 16b.  “It will become more and more ungodly.” 
 -  The further a person goes into error, the deeper they inevitably go into sin. 
 -  The further they go in false doctrine, the deeper they go into a lifestyle that is contrary to the Word  
  of God. 
 
Verse 17.  “Their teaching” (words) will spread like gangrene. 
 -  Words of error eat away like cancer. 
 -  It’s a disease that spreads, insidiously and relentlessly until it kills. 
 
•  If you don’t surgically remove a cancerous tumor, death will be the result.   
 -  False teaching does the same thing to the body of Christ. 
 
Verse 17b.  He mentions 2 men.  Hymenaeus and Philetus. 
 -  How would you like to be so guilty of false teaching that your name wound up in the Bible? 
  •  Hymenaeus is mentioned in 1 Tim. 1:20. 
   -  They were teaching error and wrecking the faith of others. 
 
Verse 18.  Here’s their false doctrine:  “saying the resurrection has already passed and destroying the faith 
of some.” 
 -  One of the more deadly aspects of false teaching is that it destroys the faith of some. 
 
•  Our purpose here at ACC is to get the truth to every person possible, so they can know Christ. 
 -  To get people out of Hell and into Heaven. 
 
•  That’s why we want to make sure our doctrine is accurate.  So we can bring people to faith in Christ. 
 -  We want our doctrine to bring people TO faith.  Not DESTROY their faith. 
 
Verse 18.  So these guys were teaching that there wasn’t going to be a future resurrection. 
 -  Ephesians 2:1-7.  We do have a spiritual resurrection. 
 -  That’s GOOD NEWS!  But it gets even better. 
 
•  Not only do we have a spiritual resurrection, but the Bible teaches we will have a bodily resurrection, too! 
 -  Salvation includes our SOUL and our BODY. 
 
•  There’s going to be a resurrection in the future. (These false teachers said there wasn’t going to be one.) 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Three 
 
WELL, WHAT’S SO DAMAGING ABOUT THAT?  1 Corinthians 15:13-14 
 -  To deny the bodily resurrection affects our doctrine of Jesus. 
 -  To deny the resurrection is to deny the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
•  If Jesus didn’t bodily come out of that tomb, the Bible says my preaching is a waste of time and your faith 
is worthless! 
 -  Your whole salvation is wrapped up in the resurrection. 
 
•  It also affects how you live (1 Corinthians 15:32) 
 -  If there’s no resurrection, it doesn’t matter how you live. 
 
•  Everyone will face God someday. 
 -  There will be a resurrection of the saved and there will be a resurrection of the lost. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:19-20.  If the only hope we’ve got is the hope we have now, we’re to be pitied. 
 -  But, we have a hope beyond death. 
 -  We have a hope that one of these days, Jesus will come and we will experience the resurrection. 
 
•  If you take away the resurrection, you drain all the hope out of our faith. 
 
PERILOUS WORDS OF ERROR. 
(2) THE PRECIOUS WORD OF TRUTH (2 Timothy 2:15) 
 -  Give diligence to receiving the Lord’s approval. 
 -  Find out what God says.  Dig deep and find the truth. 
 
 (a) Study It Correctly  (vs. 15) 
  •  There are no Bible scholars.  We are all students.  (Workmen) 
  •  “Correctly handles”  (“to cut straight”) 
   -  Plowing a furrow in a straight line. 
   -  Since Paul was a tentmaker, he may have had in mind, cutting material in a straight line. 
 
•  God has given us a Bible that holds together in perfect unity.  (We need to handle it correctly.) 
 
 (b) Study It Confidently  (vs. 19) 
  •  The foundation most likely refers to the Church. 
  •  No matter what the false teachers do, the foundation is secure.  (1 Cor. 3:11) 
 
Verse 19a.  “Nevertheless …” 
 -  People were opting for false doctrine … NEVERTHELESS! 
 -  Are churches turning away from the Bible … NEVERTHELESS! 
 -  Are false teachers getting away with teaching error in the church … NEVERTHELESS! 
 -  Are people being deceived and destroyed by false doctrine … NEVERTHELESS! 
 
•  That which God has put together can not ultimately be destroyed. 
 
Verse 19.  “Two-fold SEAL” 
 (a) God’s part -  God knows who are His. 
  •  It’s great to know the Lord, but its better for the Lord to know you. 
 (b) Man’s part - We turn away from wickedness. 
  • Truth always affects the way you behave.  What you believe determines what you do. 
 
•  People will know you’re saved by what you do. 
 -  God’s children are HIS.  God’s children are HOLY. 
 
•  We need to know the TRUTH: the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  And we need to live it! 


