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“2 Timothy” Series, Message #5                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“REMEMBER” 
(Text: 2 Timothy 2:8-13) 

 
•  In the first 7 verses of chapter two, Paul gave Timothy four word pictures of the Christian life: 
 (1) Teacher   (2)  Soldier   (3)  Athlete   (4)  Farmer 
 
•  He was trying to encourage his young son in the faith, that the task ahead would be extremely difficult. 
 -  He knew his days were numbered. 
 -  He knew he would never leave prison alive. 
 -  He knew the road ahead, for Timothy, was going to be a hard one. 
 
•  So, he encouraged Timothy to live a life of discipline, dedication and undivided devotion to the Lord. 
 
Verse 1.  “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  (Strengthened on the inside.) 
 -  You’re going to need it. 
 
Verse 3.  “Endure hardship with us …” 
 
•  Now, in verse 8, Paul says, “As you go along, REMEMBER …” 
 
•  There are some things believers ought to REMEMBER: 
 Verse 8, “Remember Jesus Christ…” 
 Verse 14, “Keep reminding them of these things …” 
 
•  There are some things believers ought to forget. 
 Philippians 3:13, “But one thing I do, forgetting what is behind …” 
  (a)  Past failures  (b)  Past successes   (c)  Confessed sins 
 
•  Some things we must never forget.  (Some things we need to constantly be reminded of.) 
 
•  There’s a blessing in every single word of these 6 verses. 
 -  A treasure chest of spiritual riches. 
 -  We’re going to pick up a nugget or two in the time we have this morning. 
 
(1) WHEN YOU SUFFER (2 Timothy 2:8-10) 
 -  Suffering is a mystery. 
 -  We don’t know how it fits into God’s plan for our lives, but Christians suffer. 
 -  When we suffer … there are some things we ought to remember: 
 
 (a) Remember The Son Of God (vs. 8) 
  •  This is almost a battle cry, “Remember Jesus Christ!” 
  •  Like “Remember the Alamo!”  “Remember Pearl Harbor!” 
 
•  When we suffer, we need to remember Jesus Christ. 
 -  “Descended from David” (fully man) 
 -  “Raised from the dead” (fully God) 
  •  God raised Jesus from the dead. 
 
•  Jesus had paid the full price for the sins of the world. 
 - The sentence was served.  The debt was paid. 
 
•  God had an angel come and move the stone away.  (Not to let Jesus out, but to let the world look in.) 
 
Verse 8.  “Raised from the dead.”  (He’s alive today!) 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Two 
 
•  When you’re going through suffering, Remember The Son Of God. 
 
 (b) Remember The Word Of God (vs. 9) 
  •  Paul was in prison because of the gospel. 
  •  There were chains on his hands and feet as he writes this letter to Timothy. 
 
Verse 9b.  “I’m chained, but the Word of God is not chained!” 
 
•  Paul understands you can put chains on the messenger, but you can’t put chains on the MESSAGE. 
 -  You can put the preacher in prison, but you can’t imprison what he proclaims. 
 -  God’s eternal Word will not be chained or imprisoned by men. 
 
ILL.  The Supreme Court can silence teachers from reading it in the public schools, and outlaw the 
mentioning of it in prayers on the school campus.  But they are powerless to shackle the Word of God. 
 -  Regardless of what they rule or decree, they can’t stop the message of God’s Word. 
 -  The Bible will break out of every prison men try to put it in. 
 
AGE CAN’T SHACKLE THE WORD OF GOD. 
 -  Its thousands of years old.  Yet, it’s as up-to-date as this morning’s paper. 
 -  Its as powerful and effective to a child as it is to a senior saint, a dot com billionaire or a teenager. 
 
PERSECUTION CAN’T SHACKLE THE WORD OF GOD. 
 -  All throughout the ages, men have tried to destroy the Bible. 
 -  Diocletian (303).  Decreed that the Bible was to be destroyed. 
 -  Ten years later, n 313, at Milan, Constantine adopted the Christian religion and decreed that  
  Christianity be the lawful religion throughout the entire Roman empire. 
 
ILL.  Voltaire, the French philosopher and atheist, proclaimed that within 25 years, the Bible would be 
forgotten and Christianity would be a thing of the past.  But 40 years after Voltaire’s death, the French 
Bible Society purchased his house and printed Bibles in what had once been Voltaire’s own home.   
 
HUMAN DEFICIENCY CAN’T SHACKLE THE WORD OF GOD. 
 -  The preacher may murder the king’s English, but God’s message will get through. 
 
When you’re going through suffering Remember The Son of God & Remember The Word of God. 
 
 (c) Remember The Glory Of God (vs. 10) 
  •  Our suffering is used by God to bring Him glory. 
  •  “For the sake of the elect”  (This is the divine aspect of salvation.) 
 
John 15:16, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you.”  
 -  God prepared, planned and presented salvation to man. 
 
Verse 10b.  “That they too, may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.” 
 -  This is man’s side to salvation. 
 -  Romans 10:13, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
  •  Our job is to tell the world that God’s salvation is available. 
 
•  Somehow, God uses the suffering of believers to reach others with the gospel. 
 -  It’s a glorious thing to be involved in the process God uses to bring others to Him. 
 
WHEN YOU SUFFER… 
(2) WHY YOU SING (2 Timothy 2:11-13) 
 -  “Here is a trustworthy saying.”  (Used 5 times in the pastoral epistles:  1 & 2 Timothy/Titus) 
 -  First hymns of the early church.  They would sing these truths. 
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•  Christianity puts a song in your heart.  (Christianity is a singing religion.) 
 -  Psalm 40:3, “He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. 
 
•  The theme of our singing is our identification with Christ. 
 
Because of what Jesus has done for us, it affects: 
 (a) Our Living (vs. 11) 
  •  A believer has died with Jesus.  (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:3-5) 
 
Positionally:  2000 years ago, your sins were nailed with Christ to the cross on Calvary’s hill. 
Personally: The moment you gave your life to Jesus, you died to sin. 
 
ILL.  Retired man gets up every morning and reads the obituaries.  If his name isn’t there he goes back to 
bed. 
 -  One morning he gets up and his name is in the obituary.  He’s livid.  So, he calls the editor of the  
 paper and lets him have it. 
 -  “Tell you what I’ll do,” the editor said, “Tomorrow morning, I’ll give you a brand new start and  
 put your name in the birth column.” 
 
•  That’s exactly what happens in salvation.  We get a brand new life in Jesus. 
 -  Eternal life doesn’t start when we get to Heaven, it begins the moment we are saved. 
 
 (b) Our Reigning (vs. 12) 
  •  Jesus suffered, but now He sits at the right hand of the throne of God. 
  •  If we endure like Him, we will reign with Him. 
 
•  Somehow, God uses our suffering to prepare us for reigning later. 
 -  Romans 8:18, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that  
 will be revealed in us.” 
 -  2 Corinthians 4:16-17 
 
Revelation 20:4.  We’re going to reign with Christ for a thousand years, right here on this earth. 
 
•  When you suffer, just remember that God is going to somehow use those hard times and someday, 
you’re going to reign with Him.   (That’s something to sing about!) 
 
 (c) Our Trusting (vs. 12b-13) 
  •  If we deny Him, He’ll deny us. 
  •  If we are faithless, He will remain faithful. 
 
•  God doesn’t change.  He will be faithful no matter what we do. 
 -  He will always be faithful to Himself and faithful to His Word. 
 
WHY DO WE SING? 
 -  Because we know He will be faithful to us WHEN WE SUFFER. 
 
•  So, when the heat is on, the hurts are deep and the road is rough … if you’ll remember one thing you can 
sing in the midst of suffering.  
  
 -  It’s the battle cry of all believers: 
 
 “REMEMBER JESUS CHRIST!” 
 


