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“2 TIMOTHY” Series, Message #12                                       Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“COME BEFORE WINTER” 
(Text:  2 Timothy 4:19-22) 

 
•  These are the closing words of the Apostle Paul to Timothy. 
 -  He’s asked Timothy to bring three things:  (verse 13) 
  1. The cloak - his physical needs. 
  2. The scrolls - his intellectual needs. 
  3. The parchments - his spiritual needs. 
  
Verse 9.   “Do your best to come to me quickly.  I want to see you again.” 
Verse 11.  “Bring Mark with you.” 
Verse 13.  “When you come.” 
Verse 21.  “Do your best to get here before winter.” 
 
  4. Timothy - his personal needs.  (Paul wanted Timothy there for the final days.) 
 
•  All of us have the need for friends 
 -  Who would you want to come, if you knew you were approaching the final days of your life? 
 
•  Paul probably thought about Timothy often. 
 -  He’d led him to the Lord, discipled and trained him.  They’d worked side-by-side. 
 
•  So Paul has asked his young son in the faith, Timothy, to come. 
 -  But in vs. 21, he increases the intensity of the request:  “Do your best to get here before winter.” 
 -  KJV, “Come before winter.”  (You can sense the urgency.) 
 
•  There was probably a very practical reason why Paul told him this. 
 -  Travel was dangerous during the winter months.  (Especially on the Mediterranean.) 
  •  Because of the cold and the storms, it was almost impossible to travel. 
  •  Ships would dock in the harbor for the winter months. 
  •  Sea captains would take time off and wait for the warmer weather. 
  •  Hardly anyone would attempt to travel during the months of winter. 
 
•  Perhaps that’s why Paul told Timothy, “Come before winter.  If you wait ‘til then, travel is going to be 
impossible. 
 -  I think Paul had another reason.  I think he knew that death was near.  (2 Tim. 4:6) 
 -  “Timothy, come before winter.  If you wait, winter will overtake you.  And if you wait, death is  
 going to overtake me.” 
 
So what do you think happened?  We like to think that as soon as Timothy got this message, he 
immediately set out on his journey to Rome. 
 
 -  He goes to Troas and gets the cloak, the scrolls and the parchments Paul had left with Carpus. 
 -  He stops by Mark’s house and says, “C’mon, Mark, Paul wants to see you one last time.” 
  •  They quickly catch a ship and sail across the Mediterranean. 
  •  They land on the shores of Italy and make their way to Rome. 
  •  They finally come to the Mammertine prison and the jailer takes them down to Paul’s cell. 
 
•  The door swings open and there, on his knees, facing the wall is his friend and mentor, Paul. 
 -  The jailer says, “He’s praying.  He does this every morning until we bring his lunch.” 
 
•  Timothy says, “Paul?”  and Paul immediately recognizes the voice of his young son in the faith. 
 -  How they must have embraced, and rejoiced. 
 -  “Mark?  I’m so glad you came, too!” 
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•  You can almost imagine those final days as they studied the Scriptures and prayed together. 
 -  And then, the day came that Paul was going to be martyred for his faith in Jesus. 
 -  Mark and Timothy walk on either side of Paul as he is led to the place of execution. 
  •  With tears in their eyes, they embrace one final time. 
  •  Paul kneels before the guillotine and instantly he’s launched into glory. 
 
•  As Timothy walks away with Mark, I can hear him say, “I’m so glad I came before winter.” 
 
BUT WHAT IF TIMOTHY DIDN’T GO RIGHT AWAY? 
 -  What if he said, “I’m going to go, but before I do, there’s some things I need to take care of.” 
 -  “The church in Colosse has asked me to preach a revival, and I’ve got a leadership seminar to do  
 over at Philippi.  Plus there’s a few matters I have to tend to here in Ephesus.” 
 -  “But as soon as I’m done, I’m heading to Rome to see Paul.” 
 
•  Timothy does the things he has to do and goes down to the harbor to hire a ship to take him to Rome. 
 -  Only problem is all the ships are dry docked for the winter and the sea captains have gone home  
 until the warmer weather comes in a few months. 
 -  What if the dock master says to Timothy, “I’m sorry sir, you’ll have to wait until the Spring.” 
 
•  All through those long, winter months, Timothy must’ve wondered how Paul was doing. 
 -  When Springtime came, he caught the first ship headed to Italy. 
 -  Once on shore, he rushes to the city of Rome and goes to the Mammertine prison. 
 -  He inquires about Paul and the jailer says, “Oh, didn’t you know, he was beheaded months ago.   
 You’re not a member of his family are you?” 
 -  “No sir, I’m just a friend.  My name is Timothy.” 
         -  “Timothy?” the jailer says, “Paul kept talking about you before he was executed.” 
 
•  I can see Timothy begin to weep and as he walks away I can hear him say, “Oh I wish I’d come before 
winter.  I wish I hadn’t delayed.  I knew I should’ve come.” 
 
THERE’S A SERMON IN THAT STATEMENT FOR ALL OF US TODAY. 
 -  The sermon of God to all of our hearts is this:  “Come before winter!” 
 -  What this simply means is, do what you ought to do while the opportunity is here. 
  •  Winter is going to come one of these days and what you intend to do you better do right 
               now. 
 
•  What does this statement say to us?  “Come before winter!” 
 
(1) THE BREVITY OF LIFE. 
 -  “Come before winter.” (Winter is one of the four seasons.) 
  (a) Springtime - the time of new life.  Things start budding and growing.  
  (b) Summer - the lazy, hazy days of summer. 
  (c) Fall - leaves change, cool breezes come. 
  (d) Winter - everything turns brown.  Cold winds blow.   
 
•  Life follows the same pattern. 
  (a) Spring time - childhood 
  (b) Summer - hot days of youth (time seems to crawl--this will last forever.) 
  (c) Fall - years of maturity, hard work, schedule jam-packed. 
  (d) Winter - the snows of time have fallen on your life. 
 
•  Someone has said, “The 40’s are the old age of youth.  And the 50’s are the youth of old age.” 
 -  Some of you, this morning, the days of old age have overtaken you. 
  •  And it just seems like yesterday that you were playing in the schoolyard. 
  •  The days of time have quickly gone by. 
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•  The Bible warns us about the brevity of life.  Winter is coming sir!  Winter is coming ma’am! 
 
1 Chron. 29:15, “Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope.” 
Job 7:6-10 
Psalm 90:9-10, “Life is like a tale that is told.”  Like the telling of a story.  You tell it and it’s over. 
James 4:14, “Life is like a mist that appears for a while and then vanishes away.” 
 
•  When the Bible says, “Come before winter” it reminds us of THE BREVITY OF LIFE. 
 -  What you’re going to do, you better do now. 
 
(2) THE OPPORTUNITIES OF LIFE. 
 -  The opportunities that quickly come and quickly go. 
 -  All of us have opportunities we’ve missed.  (What could’ve been?  What might have happened?) 
   
•  Opportunities are all around us.  Better take advantage of your opportunities. 
 -  They won’t last.  One day you’ll look up and the opportunity is gone. 
 
•  Your kids are going to be gone. 
 -  One day you’re going to look around and there’ll be an empty chair at the table. 
 
•  Your parents are going to be gone. 
 -  One day you’re not going to be able to call home and talk to mom and dad. 
  •  Better take advantage of the opportunities you have right now. 
 
Is wintertime going to come and overtake you? 
 -  Before you have the time to do what you ought to do? 
  •  Is there someone you need to visit? 
  •  Is there someone you need to tell, “I love you?” 
  •  Is there someone you need to say, “thanks” to? 
 
COME BEFORE WINTER.  Do it now.  Today.  Don’t wait.  Winter’s coming. 
 -  Make up your mind to live for Jesus and to make something of your life before it’s too late. 
 -  One of these days it’s going to be too late.  (Opportunities don’t last forever.) 
 
ILL.  Martha and Elmer Hay. 
 
COME BEFORE WINTER. “Only one life, twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 
 -  Better do what you ought to do, now. 
 
(3) THE URGENCY OF LIFE. 
 -  I don’t think I do violence to this statement if I expand it to extend to every lost person in this  
 building this morning. 
 -  If I just take this statement from Paul to Timothy and say to every lost person here today, God is  
 saying to you, “Come before winter.” 
 -  Could I use that as an appeal to those of you who’ve never come to Christ? 
 
 (a) Salvation is simple. (Look how simple it is:  COME!) 
  •  Used by God, Himself, when the Ark had been completed. 
  •  “Come into the Ark, you and your whole family.” 
  •  That’s God’s great word to your soul:  COME! 
 
Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, let us reason together.  Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as 
snow.” 
 
Matt. 11:28, “Come unto Me, all you who are weak and heavy laden and I will give you rest.” 
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•  It’s the last invitation in the Bible (Revelation 22:17) 
 “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’  Whoever is thirsty,  

let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.” 
 
Salvation is simple. 
 -  Like a hungry man taking some bread. 
 -  Like a thirsty man taking a drink. 
 -  Like a weary man taking a rest. 
 -  Like a door you open and you enter in. 
 -  Like coming to the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
COME.  The Bible says, “Whosoever will may come.” 
 
 (b) Salvation is urgent. 
  •  Come before winter! 
 
  1. Come while you are young.  (Before sin makes its mark on your life.) 
  2. Come while you’re a teenager.  (Give God the best years of your life.) 
  3. Come while you’re a young adult.  (Young parents) 
 
•  Come while your kids are little, so they’ll never know what it’s like to have a mommy or daddy who 
doesn’t know Jesus. 
 
  4. Come while you’re in your maturing years.  (Come now while there’s still time.) 
  5. Come while you’re in your final years.  (Wintertime is already setting in for you.) 
 
•  Come to Jesus now. 
 
ILL.  Queen Elizabeth was a very wicked woman.  Killed her own sister, Mary. 
 -  She was so afraid of dying she refused to go to sleep.  They propped her up in her throne. 
 -  Her last words:  “Call time again.  Call time again.  A world of wealth for an inch of time.   

Call time again.” 
 
•  Friend, I want to encourage you to come now! 
 -  Don’t wait.  Come now. 
 -  You can’t come yesterday.  Yesterday is gone forever. 
 -  You can’t come tomorrow.  You have no promise of tomorrow. 
 
•  Come before winter.  Do what you ought to do, right now. 
 


