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“2 TIMOTHY” Series, Message #10                                                       Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“GOING HOME” 
(Text: 2 Timothy 4:1-8) 

 
•  These are the final words of the Apostle Paul to his young son in the faith. 
 -  He’s coming to the end of the road in his life.  (And what a road it’s been.) 
 -  It all began on the Damascus Road when Jesus revealed Himself to Paul, saved him and changed  

his life. 
-  All through these years, now, he’s been walking on the Jesus road.  Living for the Lord, preaching, 
teaching, leading people to faith in Christ, starting churches, encouraging believers. 

 -  Now, he’s come to the end of that road. 
 
•  At the end of his journey, this world gives the greatest preacher who ever walked on the earth, a small 
prison cell in the bottom of a dirty dungeon. 
 -  He’s in the Mammertine prison. 
 -  A cold, dark, dreary, rat-infested prison with poor ventilation and the worst smell imaginable.   

(Blood, urine, filth.) 
 -  The conditions were extremely unhealthy and dangerous.  (Many prisoners died from disease.) 
 -  Insects were all over the place.  Paul is in chains, on his hands and on his feet. 
 -  Some of the prisoners are yelling in pain.  Others are cursing, some are screaming for the guards. 

•  These are the final days and this is the condition in which we find the Apostle Paul. 
 
Now, what would you expect a man, in that kind of environment, to write? 
 -   A man who is facing sure and certain death. 
 
What would be the final words of this man? 
 -  What would be the substance of his message?  
 -  Would it be full of bitterness and disappointment?  Would he complain and express his anger? 
 
•  When you read 2 Timothy 4, you find quite the opposite.  His words are filled with hope and passion.  
Victory and encouragement. 
 -  Here’s a man facing death, but not with despair.  Instead, he has victory in his heart! 
 
•  His words, written two centuries ago, are still encouraging us this morning. 

-  Let’s see what Paul has to say, as he faces certain death, and going home to be with the Lord. 
 
(1) THE BELIEVER’S DOCTRINE (2 Timothy 4:1-4) 
 -  Paul lays before us our doctrine. 
 -  Key statement: verse 2, “PREACH THE WORD.” 
 -  Vs. 3, he refers to it as “sound doctrine,” 
 -  Vs. 4, he refers to it as “the truth.”      (PREACH THE WORD!) 
 
•  The picture here is of an official herald of the king. 
 -  In those days, when the king had a message he wanted given to all the people, he would send a  

herald, or an ambassador, and they would go to farthest corners of the empire and proclaim his  
message. 

 
•  It was not their responsibility to come up with a message. 
 -  Their responsibility was to accurately proclaim the message from the king, in it’s entirety. 
 -  They didn’t make up the message.  They didn’t embellish the message.  They just proclaimed it. 
 
•  Well, that’s what Paul is saying to every one of us today. 
 
 -  Preach the Word.  Proclaim the gospel.  Proclaim the message of the king. 
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•  That’s my assignment here each Sunday. 
 -  I don’t originate the message.  I don’t embellish it or add to it or subtract from it. 
 -  I just proclaim the message from the King. 
 
 (a) The Message Must Be Shared (vs. 1-2) 
  1. Seriously (vs. 1c) 
   -  “I give you this charge.” 
   -  We do this in the presence of God and the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
•  Everything we do is in the presence of God and the Lord, Jesus Christ.  (That’s sobering!) 
 -  We are living in the presence of God and the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
  

 2. Consistently (vs. 2) 
   -  “Be prepared in season and out of season.” 
   -  We are to tell people about Jesus when it’s convenient and when it’s not convenient. 

•  We’re to be ready at all times. 
 

•  Instead of making excuses not to witness, we ought to be making opportunities to witness. 
 
Ecclesiastes 11:4-6.  You don’t know what the day is going to bring.  So, just sow seed.  Everywhere you 
go.  (Sow the seed.  Preach the gospel.) 
 
  3. Convincingly (vs. 2b) 
   -  We ought to preach in such a way that it brings conviction. 
   -  We ought to want to be convicted.  

(“I don’t feel like I’ve been to church unless you step on my toes.”) 
 
   a. Correct - show people their sin.  (People need to know what’s wrong.) 
 
   b. Rebuke - show people the seriousness of their sin. 
 
•  I believe one of the reasons we’re experiencing the kind of moral free fall we have today in America, is 
because many of the preachers in our pulpits no longer deal with the facts of sin.  They no longer preach 
against sin. 
  -  Your sin is an outrage against a holy God.  Your sin is serious. 
   •  It is that which can bring eternal tragedy in your life if you don’t deal with. 
 
•  I have a divine responsibility to be fearless in the condemnation of sin. 
 -  I love sinners, but I hate sin. 
 -  I hate that which would destroy, wreck and ruin the lives of people. 
 
•  I am to preach the Word with fearlessness.  Correct ... rebuke. 
 -  We’re not to back up one inch from preaching the message of the King. 
 -  No matter who it bothers. 
 
ILL.  I’ve always been told that if you throw a rock over the fence, it’s always the hit dog who hollars. 
 

-   I haven’t backed down from my responsibility for the past 28 years, and I’m not about to start 
now. 

  
Correct, Rebuke ... 
c. Encourage 
 -  It’s not enough to preach against sin, we’ve got to do it with a broken heart. 
 -  We need to point people to Jesus.  (Not just point out the problem of sin.) 

 
•  You don’t have to stay in your sin, you can have your sins washed in the blood of the Lamb. 
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 (b) The Message May Be Shunned (vs. 3-4) 
  -  “The time will come …” 
  -  What do you think he’d write, if he were writing today? 
   •  Sound doctrine (hygiene).  They won’t endure “healthy” doctrine. 
  -  People will want teachers who will tickle their ears. 
   •  People want something that will entertain them, make them feel good. 
 
•  A lot of preachers have become politicians. 
 -  They find out what the people want first.  What do the polls say? 
 -  Then, they tell you what they believe. 
 
•  That’s the difference between a politician and a statesman. 
 -  Our world could use some statesman.  Men with their own convictions and principles. 
 
  -  Vs. 4.  They’ll turn away from the truth to absolute lies. 
 
•  Isn’t it amazing the things people will believe?  (Like Evolution) 
 -  A person of average intelligence can understand this world is not some cosmic accident. 
 
•  The Word of God may be shunned, but Paul says, “PREACH THE WORD!” 
 -  There’ll be a lot of people who’ll receive it, believe it and be blessed by it. 
 
The Believer’s DOCTRINE ... 
(2) THE BELIEVER’S DUTY (2 Timothy 4:5) 
 -  “Discharge all the duties of your ministry.”  (Finish the task God has given you.) 
 -  Do everything God saved you and intended for you to do. 
 a. Watch alertly.  “Keep your head in all situations.” 
 b. Wait patiently.  “Endure hardship.” 
 c. Witness faithfully. “Do the work of an evangelist.” 
 
•  Not everyone has the gift of evangelist.  But we’re all called to do the work of an evangelist. 
 -  I don’t have the gift of an evangelist.  I’m a pastor. 
 -  But I do the work of an evangelist.  (All of us are to witness faithfully.) 
  •  That’s why we have a decision time after every service. 
 
•  Whatever role God has assigned you in life, he wants you to do the work of an evangelist. 
 -  God has placed you right where He wants you so you can reach people who couldn’t be reached  

any other way.  (School teachers, corporate executives, insurance salesmen, real estate sales…) 
 
(3) THE BELIEVER’S DESTINATION (2 Timothy 4:6-8) 
 -  Paul has no idea when the time will come, but he knows that one day the jailer will come and turn  

the key in the lock and take him away in chains. 
 -  They’ll take him to the guillotine and sever his head from his body. 
 
•  He’s facing death.  So, what’s his attitude? 
 
 (a) Preparation (vs. 6)  “I am now ready ... ”    (Are you ready?) 
 
  Two illustrations: 
  1.  An offering.  (He uses the illustration of a drink offering.) 
   -  “I am now ready to be poured out.” 
    
O.T. system of sacrifices: where the priest would place the sacrifice on the altar. 

-  As the last act, they would pour a cup of wine on the sacrifice and as it hit the fire it would  
disappear in a puff of smoke. 
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 -  Paul says, “I am now in the process of making the final offering any believer can make.” 
 
•  Paul had poured himself out all through his life.  Now, he’s pouring himself out, one final time for the 
Lord in his death. 
 
 -  He died in an act of worship to the Lord.  (That’s the way every believer ought to die.) 
 
  2. My departure. 
   -  The word “departure” is from the Gk. ANALUSIS, which has a variety of meanings. 
 
 1. It’s the word for un-yoking an animal from the shafts of the cart or the plow.  Death to  
  Paul was rest from toil.  He would be glad to lay the burden down. 
 
 2. It’s the word for loosening bonds or fetters.  Death for Paul was a liberation and release.  He  

was to exchange the confines of a Roman prison for the glorious liberty of the courts of heaven. 
 
 3. It’s the word for loosening the ropes of a tent.  For Paul it was a time to strike camp again.  

Many a journey he’d made across the roads of Asia Minor and of Europe.  Now, he was setting 
  out on his last and greatest journey:  he was taking the road that led to God. 
 
 4. It’s the word for loosening the mooring ropes of a ship.  Many times, Paul had sailed the 

Mediterranean, and felt the ship leave the harbor for the deep waters.  Now he is to launch 
  out into the greatest deep of all;  he is setting sail to cross the waters of death to arrive in the 

haven of eternity. 
 
•  What a picture of going home for the child of God! 
 -  When you die, it doesn’t mean the end, it just means you’re cut loose for life to really begin. 
 
 The present: PREPARATION.  What about the PAST: 
 
 (b)  Completion (vs. 7) 
   •  “I’ve fought the good fight.”  (He’d given it his very best.) 
    •  “I’ve finished the race.” (Anyone can start the race.  The important thing is to finish.) 
 
Vance Havner said: “If the Lord saw anything down the road that would bring reproach on the cause of 
Christ or hinder my testimony in any way, I pray the Lord would take me on to Heaven. 
  
•  The celebration is when you hit the tape, not when you start. 
 
 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race …” 
  
 The present: PREPARATION.  The past: COMPLETION.  Now, the FUTURE: 
 
 (c)  Anticipation (vs. 8) 
    •  Paul is looking for the crown. (And it wasn’t just for Paul. It’s for all of us.) 
    •  When the battle’s over, you’re going to wear a crown. 
 
 
 


