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“2 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #9                           Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE NOBILITY OF WORK” 
(Text: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15) 

 
•  When it comes to work, study after study has shown the majority of people in our world would do 
something else if they could. 
 
ILL.  License plates proclaim that people would rather be fishing, flying, golfing, skiing, camping,  
sleeping ... anything but working. 
 
•  I don’t know what the percentage would be if people were asked, but I’m pretty sure many people 
would be perfectly happy doing nothing if they could somehow get paid for it. 
 
ILL.  You may have seen the bumper sticker:  “I owe, I owe, so off to work I go ...” 
 
•  Some people view work as a necessary evil and only do what they have to do to keep from being fired. 
 -  Others want to be paid regardless of what they do or don’t do. 
  •  Don’t hold me accountable for anything – just give me a paycheck. 
 -  Others are only loyal until they get a better offer from someplace else. 
 -  Others take advantage of everything they can on the job because they feel they aren’t  

appropriately compensated. 
 
•  Rare indeed is the individual who loves their job, loves what they do, and does it with passion, energy 
and excellence day after day and year after year. 
 
Work has gotten a bad rap in our world. 
 
•  The Bible opens with God working.   
 -  The very first verse says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). 
 -  God worked and the Bible says, “God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.” 

(Gen. 1:31). 
 
Genesis 2:2 says, “By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the 
seventh day He rested from all His work.” 
 
•  God is the One Who set the example for work. 
•  God is also the One Who commanded work. 
 -  Exodus 20:9, “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to  

the Lord your God.  On it you shall not do any work.” 
 •  The 4th Commandment is to “Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.” 
 •  That commandment is in the context of work. 
 

•  Work is not bad.  Work is good. 
 Six things we need to understand as background to this text: 
 (a)  God set the example for work (Genesis 1:1-31). 
 (b)  God gave the command for work (Ex. 20:9.  We are to rest and we are to work.). 
 (c)  God created man to work (Genesis 2:15). 
 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Two 
 
 (d) God did not make work a curse but He cursed the ground so work would now involve  

painful toil and sweat (Genesis 3:17-19). 
  •  In other words, work would now be work. 
   -  What was it before?  We’ll never know. 
  
 (e)  Work is part of God’s plan for every man (Psalm 104:14). 
  “He (God) makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate – bringing forth food  

from the earth.” 
 
(NAS) “He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the labor of man, so that  
he may bring forth food from the earth.” 

 
(f) Work is not portrayed in Scripture as part of God’s plan for women.  But it’s not prohibited 

either. 
•  The Unnamed wife and mother who helped provide for her family (Proverbs 31:10-31) 

  •  Lydia, the seller of purple (Acts 16:14-15) 
  •  Priscilla, the wife of Aquila, worked with her husband in making tents (Acts 18:1-3). 
 
Note:  This is the 3rd time Paul had spoken to them about this issue: 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:10, “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘If a man will  not work, 
he shall not eat’.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, “Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to 
work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so 
that you will not be dependent on anybody.” 
 
(1) PAUL’S CHARGE (2 Thessalonians 3:6) 
 -  This is a command, not a suggestion or a request.  He is issuing an order. 
 -  This is not just his idea: “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ ...” 
  •  He might as well have said, “Thus saith the Lord ...” 
  •  “This command has the authority of God behind it.  It’s not just my suggestion.” 
 -  “Keep away from anyone who refuses to work.” 
  •  Paul is telling them to shun them.  To avoid them.  To pull back from them. 
 
•  We shouldn’t be feeding them, helping them, encouraging them or coddling them in any form or 
fashion.   
  
Note:  Paul is not talking about those who CAN’T WORK.  He’s talking about those who won’t work. 
 -  Those who don’t want to work with their own hands but want to live off handouts from those  

who do work. 
 
Verse 6.  “Every brother who is idle.”  (KJV: “walks disorderly.”  NAS: “leads an unruly life.”) 
 -  A military term, which meant: “being out of rank, out of line, or out of order.” 
 
•  Laziness is not to be taught, tolerated or trivialized. 
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•  Laziness is condemned in Scripture. 
 -  Proverbs 10:26, “As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is a sluggard to the those who  

send him.” 
-  Proverbs 24:30-34.  “A little sleep, a little slumber (a guy who can’t get out of bed) ... and  
poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.” 
-  Proverbs 6:6-11.  Same thing.  Except the example is an ant. 
 •  Solomon uses the smallest of illustrations to make a BIG point! 

 
•  Paul says, “don’t coddle the lazy bum.  Don’t cater to him and don’t care for him.  KEEP AWAY FROM 
HIM! 
 
John MacArthur: “The drastic step of church discipline was also necessary to protect the church’s 
reputation with outsiders.  The world must also know that God does not tolerate indolence and laziness.” 
 
Paul’s CHARGE ... 
(2) PAUL’S CONDUCT (2 Thessalonians 3:7-10) 
 -   Thomas Brooks said, “Example is the most powerful rhetoric.” 
 -  Leaders have to lead, by example.  And that’s exactly what Paul and his fellow workers did. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:1, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:9, “Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in 
order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.” 
  
 (a) We were not idle – lazy, looking for handouts (vs. 7) 
 (b) We didn’t eat anyone else’s food without paying for it (vs. 8) 
 (c) We worked night and day so we wouldn’t be a burden to anyone (vs. 8b) 
 (d) We had the right to enjoy the support of others but we chose to model an example (vs. 9) 
 
•  Paul taught that, as an apostle and preacher, he was entitled to full support from the churches. 
 -  Galatians 6:6, “Anyone who receives instruction in the Word must share all good things with his  

instructor.” 
-   1 Corinthians 9:3-14.  Paul’s most detailed answer:  “The Lord has commanded that those  
who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.” 

 
Philippians 4:16, Paul commended the Philippians for helping to support him while he was in 
Thessalonica. 
 
 (e) We were following the rule we had given you (vs. 10) 

•  Even though he was entitled to their support, he chose instead to be an example, following  
the rule they’d given to the Thessalonians: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 

 
Two things to note: 
1. Paul told them not to let a lazy person eat.  He knew if people get hungry enough they will work 
for food. 

-  Proverbs 16:26, “The laborer’s appetite works for him; his hunger drives him on.” 
2. Paul is talking about those UNWILLING to work, not those UNABLE to work. 
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John MacArthur:  “Both individual believers and the church as a whole have a responsibility to care for 
the poor (James 2:15-17; 1 John 3:17).  But neither the world nor the church owes a living to those too lazy 
to work.  We are used to ‘entitlements’ in our society.  This is the idea that those who will not work hard 
are entitled to be paid money taken from those who do.  The results of the welfare culture are visible for 
all to see – family breakups, immorality, crime, hopelessness, meaninglessness, and bitterness.” 
 
•  The whole idea of bailouts is unbiblical. 
 -  Why should we bailout anyone who was too lazy to work hard, sacrifice and do what’s right? 
 -  Why should anyone bailout someone who overspent their income, overextended themselves with  
 loans they couldn’t afford on homes they could never afford or cars they knew they could never  

pay for? 
 
•  I’ve been stunned over the years by people who have come to the church for a financial bailout as a 
result of their own laziness or stupidity.  (They don’t want to get rid of their big screen TV or their X-box, 
or their satellite dish, or give up their family vacation.  JUST GIVE THEM A CHECK!!) 
  
•  Some people think discipline and sacrifice is for everyone else BUT THEM. 
 -  They don’t want to cut back, downsize, or discipline themselves to reach their goals. 
  •  They want someone else just to give it all to them. 
 
ILL.  In 1999, when I told my family we were going to get out of debt.  Here’s what I told them: 
“We’re going to do what no one else is doing now, so one day we can do what no one else can do.” 
 
•  It wasn’t easy to get our family out of debt.  It was hard and stressful.  There was nothing enjoyable 
about it while we were doing it. 
 -  We weren’t going to Mavericks’ games, we didn’t go on vacation, we didn’t go out to eat, we  

didn’t buy new clothes. 
-  It wasn’t fun. 

 -  But was it worth all the effort, sacrifice and work?  Ask any member of my family! 
 
Note:  Most people don’t know the Bible says families are to care for their own. 
 1 Timothy 5:8, “If anyone does not provide for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is  

worse than an unbeliever. 
 
Paul’s CHARGE, Paul’s CONDUCT ... 
 (3) PAUL’S CONCERN  (2 Thessalonians 3:11-15) 
 -  Paul was concerned that the Thessalonians deal with this issue. 
 -  “We keep hearing this is going on and it needs to stop” (vs. 11). 
 -  The word “busybodies” is an interesting word. 
  •  Paul is literally saying, “These people who aren’t working productively are actually  

wandering around interfering in the lives of others in the church.” 
  
1 Timothy 5:13.  A warning to younger widows:  “Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going 
about from house to house.  And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, 
saying things they ought not to.” 
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 (a) Paul told them to encourage the lazy, busybodies to work and eat their own bread (vs. 12). 
  •  In other words, provide for their own needs. 
 (b) Paul told them not to become weary of doing what’s right (vs. 13). 
  •  Paul was concerned that the deadbeats among them might make them indifferent to those  

who had legitimate needs. 
 
Verses 14-15.  “If anybody doesn’t listen to what we’re saying, mark that person and stop associating 
with him in order that he might feel ashamed.” 
 -  To be “put to shame” literally means: “to turn in on oneself.” 
 
•  As long as the person is around other people he doesn’t have to look at himself. 
 -  Once everyone else has withdrawn from him, he will get a better picture of himself. 
 
The final comment: “Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.” 
 -  The idea here is restoration and reconciliation, not alienation. 
 -  This person is not the enemy, just the most recent target of the enemy. 
 
•  The proper balance to disciplining someone is to make sure you are doing it out of love. 
 -  The most unloving thing we can do is to enable others to live lazy, undisciplined lives. 
  
•  The most loving thing we can do is make sure everyone knows THE NOBILTY OF WORK! 
 


