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“2 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #8                           Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“WHAT THE CHURCH OUGHT TO DO” 
(Text: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5) 

 
•  Paul comes to the end of his letter to the Thessalonians and says: “Finally, brothers ...” 
 
•  He’s carefully laid out what is yet to come and how it will take place. 
 1. A RAPTURE (2 Thessalonians 2:1) 
 2. A REBELLION (2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
 3. A REVELATION (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 
 4. A RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:6-7) 
 5. A RENOUNCING (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11) 
 6. A REMOVAL (2 Thessalonians 2:8, “With the breath of His mouth ...”) 
 
•  Paul says, “Don’t fret because of what is yet to come, be faithful regardless of what comes.” 
 -  Chapter 2 ended with these words of encouragement. 
  •  Stand firm 
  •  Hold on to the Word 
  •  Be encouraged by the Hope we have in Christ. 
 
•  Now, Paul shares some final thoughts that are among the most powerful principles he has shared so 
far. 
 -  What follows in our text tonight is a list of things every church ought to seek to emulate. 
 
Four things: 
(1) PRAY FERVENTLY (2 Thessalonians 3:1-2) 
 -  Paul begins by asking them to pray for him. 
 -  “Pray for us ...” 
 
John Phillips: “Prayer can place us in a village in Africa or in a hut on the Amazon.  It can put us in a 
peasant’s cottage or a royal palace.  It can sit us alongside a suffering saint or raise a roadblock in the 
path of a scoundrel.  It can do its work in the heart of a seeker at the close of a service.  It can change 
the course of empires.  It can put to rout spiritual forces of wickedness in high places, and it can bind evil 
spirits and set their captives free.  Prayer links us with the throne of the universe.  It connects us with the 
mind, heart, and will of God.”   
 
 -  What did Paul want them to pray for? 
 
  (a) For the message to be proclaimed (vs. 1) 
   -  Paul asked them to pray that every hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel be  

removed so they could reach as many people as possible. 
-  Satan will use anything he can get his hands on to hinder the proclamation of the gospel. 

 
•  Paul was often hindered in his attempts to share the gospel. 
 -  He was hindered by the hesitation and suspicion of Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. 
 -  He was hindered by the hatred of Jews who wanted to kill him. 
 -  He was hindered by imprisonment, shipwreck, false brothers, false teachers, demons and  

deceptive disciples like Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Timothy 1:20). 
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•  Satan is not going to allow the gospel to be proclaimed without a fight. 
 -  Prayer is the only power that can clear away every hindrance and obstacle so the gospel can be  

preached. 
 
1 Corinthians 16:9, “A great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose 
me.” 
 -  Wherever God is working, Satan is lurking! 
  •  That’s why Paul wanted them to pray for the message to be proclaimed. 
 
  He also wanted them to pray ... 
  (b) For the messengers to be protected (vs. 2) 
   -  If Satan can’t stop the message, he’ll often try to stop those who want to proclaim it. 
   -  Sometimes he uses discouragement.  Sometimes fatigue, sometimes frustration. 
   -  Sometimes he uses temptation, sometimes he uses success and affirmation. 
 
•  “Pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith.” 
 -  Sometimes we mistakenly believe that everyone is going to accept the gospel.   
 -  There are dangerous enemies of the gospel everywhere. 
  •  Not just inappropriate, but insanely inappropriate and completely out of place in their attacks. 
  •  Not just wicked but aggressively wicked in their opposition to the gospel. 
 
•  Prayer is the key we need to access the power of Heaven to help us. 
 -  Revelation 3:7, “What He (Jesus) opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can open.” 
 
•  Well, why doesn’t God just move the obstacles Himself so we don’t have to pray about them. 
 -  He could do it all Himself, but He has limited Himself to working through us. 
 
PRAY FERVENTLY. 
 
(2) TRUST FULLY (2 Thessalonians 3:3) 
 -  The second thing Paul wanted them to do was to trust the Lord. 
 -  “But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” 
 -  God would ground them and guard them. 
  •  God doesn’t exempt or excuse His people from the difficulties, diseases and disasters of life. 
  •  What He does promise is to protect us.   
 
•  God is the One Who draws the line Satan cannot cross (Job 1:12) 
 -  God told Satan the specific limits of what he would be allowed to do to Job. 
 -  God also promises to provide a way of escape for us (1 Corinthians 10:13) and says His grace 
 will always be sufficient for us even when we suffer (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).   
 
• At the end of his life, Paul testified to the truth of God’s faithfulness – that God could be fully trusted. 
 -  2 Timothy 4:16-18. 
 
•  The Lord fills His children with internal spiritual strength (2 Corinthians 4:16) while at the same time 
shielding them from external attacks (Ephesians 6:16). 
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PRAY FERVENTLY 
TRUST FULLY 
 
The third thing Paul wanted them to do was to: 
(3) OBEY COMPLETELY (2 Thessalonians 3:4) 
 -  Paul wanted them to continue the pattern of obedience they had exhibited up until this point. 
 -  But his confidence was not in their past performance or in their future promise. 
  •  Paul’s confidence was in the Lord. 
  “We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we  

command.” 
 
  •  Paul told his young son in the faith, Timothy, to “command and teach these things.” (1 Timothy 4:11). 
 -  It is the job of every pastor and every teacher to teach the Word of God with the authority of God. 
 -  Every verse doesn’t say, “Thus saith the Lord.” 
  •  But “every verse of Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting  

and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every  
good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
 -  The problem with many in today’s contemporary church is that they view the commands of God  

and the clear commands of Scripture as suggestions or options they can choose to obey or not  
obey. 

 
•  There’s a widespread attitude in the body of Christ with people who say, I can “take it or leave it” any 
time I want to. 
 -  These same people won’t be able to take it when the Lord leaves them behind, though. 
 
Matthew 7:21-23.  These people did the work of God their way not God’s way. 
 -  It was their will they followed, not God’s will. 
 -  So, their Heaven won’t be God’s.  The only alternative to God’s Heaven is a godless Hell. 
 
•  When people attempt to create their own God and write their own Bible, they will also have to 
provide their own salvation and build their own Heaven.  (Good luck with that.) 
 
•  When Jesus is Lord that means He’s the One Who determines our priorities. 
 -  He’s the One Who makes the rules. 
 -  He’s the One Who lays out the commands. 
 -  He’s the One we answer to. 
 
Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 
•  Paul’s confidence was in the Lord, not people.  Only the Lord can help us obey completely. 
 
PRAY FERVENTLY 
TRUST FULLY 
OBEY COMPLETELY 
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The final thing Paul wanted them to do was to: 
(4) GROW SPIRITUALLY (2 Thessalonians 3:5) 
 -  This is an interesting verse. 
 -  Again, Paul is expressing His confidence in the Lord. 
 -  “May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.” 
  •  The phrase can mean “into God’s love for the believer” or “the believer’s love for God.” 
  •  The point is:  Paul was depending on God to do it. 
   -  God is the One Who draws us to Christ in salvation. 
   -  God is the One Who makes us like Christ in sanctification. 
 
 -  The second part of this verse talks about “Christ’s perseverance.” 
  •  “May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.” 
   -  It could be rendered “Christ’s patience with believers” or “believer’s patience in His  

strength.” 
 
 -  W. E. Vine translates this “into the patience of Christ” or “the patient suffering of Christ.” 
 
•  Either way it is a wonderful prayer by Paul that believers would have their hearts directed into “Christ’s 
perseverance.” 
 
•  There’s one more possibility. 
 -  The King James Version translates this verse this way: 
 “And may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for  

Christ.” 
 
 -  Noted scholar F.F. Bruce says, “This chimes in happily with the theme of the Lord’s return so  

characteristic of these two epistles.” 
 
Either way, what Paul wanted the Thessalonians to do is the same thing every church ought to do: 
 
PRAY FERVENTLY 
TRUST FULLY 
OBEY COMPLETELY 
GROW SPIRITUALLY 
 


