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“2 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #7                           Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE COMING OF THE END – Part 2” 
(Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17) 

 
•  Last week, we we’re introduced to the ANTICHRIST. 
 -  Paul doesn’t call him the antichrist. 
 -  John is the one who does that. 
  1 John 2:18, “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is  

coming, even now many antichrists have come.” 
1 John 2:22, “Who is the liar?  It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ.  Such a man is  
the antichrist – he denies the Father and the Son.” 

 
•  Paul calls the antichrist several names here: 
 -  Vs. 3, “the man of lawlessness.” 
 -  Vs. 3, “the man doomed to destruction.” 
 -  Vs. 9, “the lawless one.” 
 
•  He is best known by the term “the antichrist.” 
 
Remember, first of all ... 
(1) WHAT HAD HAPPENED  (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3) 

-  Apparently, false teachers were trying to convince the Thessalonians that the Day of the Lord had  
already come. 
-  This would’ve been extremely troubling to these young Christians since that would’ve meant  
they’d missed the Rapture. 

  
•  The false teachers claimed to have received a prophetic word from the Lord.  (A supernatural 
utterance.) 

-  They also claimed to have a letter from Paul that backed it up (vs. 2). 
-  They had a fake “word from the Lord” and a “fraudulent letter” supposedly from Paul. 

 
(2) WHAT WILL HAPPEN?  (2 Thessalonians 2:3b-11) 

-  Beginning in vs. 3, Paul lays out exactly what will happen. 
-  “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, because ...” 

  
5 Things Will Happen: 
1. A RAPTURE (2 Thessalonians 2:1) The church will be gone. 
 
2. A REBELLION (2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
 -  There will be a rebellion against God unlike anything the world has ever seen. 
 
3. A REVELATION (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 
 -  The Antichrist will be revealed. 
 -  At first, he will appear to be a peacemaker.  He will help ensure the fact that the Jews can rebuild 
 their temple. 

-  But after 3 1/2 years he will turn out to be a peace–breaker and he will literally sit upon the throne 
in the temple and proclaim himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 
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4. A RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:6-7) 
 -  The only way any of this can happen is due to two things: 
  (a) The removal of the church from the earth. 
  (b) The restraining of the Holy Spirit on the earth (vs. 6-7) 
 
•  The Holy Spirit will not be removed from the earth, He’ll just be restrained from holding evil back on 
the earth and the Antichrist will be allowed to do whatever he wants. 
 -  Initially, he’ll be credited with bringing peace on earth. 
 -  But it won’t be long before he’ll be ushering in Hell on earth. 
 
5. A RENOUNCING (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11) 
 -  There will be a revolt against God and a rebellion so deep in the souls of men that God will 
 finally give up on them. 

 
Genesis 6:3,  “My Spirit shall not always strive with man”  

 
 -  There will be all kinds of deceptions to lead people away from God. 
  •  Counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders (vs. 9-10). 
  
•  God will say, “Enough is enough and will abandon them once and for all to the choices they have 
made to reject Him and to reject the truth.” 
  
(1) WHAT HAD HAPPENED 
(2) WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
(3) WHAT SHOULD BE OUR RESPONSE TO WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN? 

(2 Thessalonians 2:13-17) 
Verse 3.  “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way ...” 

 -  The Gk. word is EXAPATAO – “to deceive wholly” or “to delude thoroughly.” 
 -  Paul begins by warning them against anyone who would attempt to deceive them in any way. 
 
That’s the way Satan works.  He’s the DECEIVER. 
 
2 Corinthians 11:14-15, “For Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is not surprising then, if 
his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.” 
 
•  Paul warned Timothy that in the last days, “Evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, 
deceiving and being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). 
 
•  John warned, “This is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have come.  This is how we know it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18). 
 
 
In order to help them keep from being deceived Paul says: remember THREE THINGS: 
1. Remember your calling (vs. 13-14) 
2. Remember your commitment (vs. 15) 
3. Remember your comfort (vs. 16-17) 
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1. Remember your CALLING (vs. 13-14) 
 -  Remember the salvation God has already given you. 
 -  The point Paul is making here is not primarily theological but pastoral. 
  •  He’s saying, “Take heart!  The God Who saved you will save you from all this, too!” 
 
John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have 
trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 
 
•  Sometimes people have no trouble believing God can save them from sin and take them to Heaven. 
 -  But they struggle to believe God can deliver them from a difficult situation or circumstance and  

get them safely through to the other side. 
  •  Sickness, loss of a job, financial crisis, victory over some addiction, etc. 
 
Verse 14.  You are going to get to “share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
John 6:37-44.  Your safety is guaranteed by your Savior: Jesus Christ. 
 
John 10:27-29, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”  
 
•  He mentions “the sanctifying work of the Spirit” and “belief in the truth” (vs. 13b). 
 -  The Spirit of God and the Word of God are central to your salvation in the Son of God. 
 
Verse 14.  “He called you to this through our gospel ...” 
 -  The gospel is not merely words. 
 
Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile” 
 
•  There was no reason for the Thessalonians to be: 
 -  Insecure about their salvation 
 -  Anxious about the Lord’s return. 
 -  Or fearful that they were in the middle of the Tribulation. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9, “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Remember your CALLING. 
2. Remember your COMMITMENT (vs. 15)  
 -  You can summarize this verse with two statements:  STAND FIRM and HOLD ON. 
  •  Stand firm in your faith. 
 
•  In Ephesians 4:11-16, Paul explains how the church is supposed to work. 

-  Pastors and teachers are to equip the saints for the work of the ministry, so that the body can be 
“built up, we can all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 
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•  Then, Paul says, “we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58.  After talking about the fact that death has no sting for Christians and how, 
someday, we will have new bodies, Paul says, “Therefore, my dear brothers, STAND FIRM.  Let nothing 
move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that you labor in the 
Lord is not in vain.” 
 
•  But you don’t just stand anywhere – we’re to stand on the Word of God. 
  
Verse 15.  “Hold to the teachings we passed on to you.”  Hold on to the Word. 
 -  Whether by word of mouth or by letter – they were to hold on to the Word that had been given  

them. 
 
•  Paul wanted them to stand up for and hold on to the truths they’d received. 
 
Jude 3, “Contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.” 
 
1 Timothy 6:20, “Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care.” 
2 Timothy 1:14, “Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you – guard it with the help of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us.” 
 
•  God never said it would be easy.  But He did say it would be worth it. 
 -  If we STAND FIRM and HOLD ON to the truth. 
 
Remember your CALLING 
Remember your COMMITMENT 
3. Remember your COMFORT (vs. 16-17) 
 -  These are two powerful verses. 
 -  It is God’s love and grace that gives us eternal encouragement and good hope. 
 -  Paul says, “Let that encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.” 
  •  In everything you do, be encouraged by what God has done and what God is going to do. 
 
We don’t need to PANIC about what’s going to happen.  We just need to be PREPARED. 
 
Here’s the good news: 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:8, “The Lord Jesus will overthrow (the Antichrist) with the breath of his mouth and 
destroy the splendor of his coming.” 
 
•  God has already decided the outcome. 
 
Titus 2:11-14. 


