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“2 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #6                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE COMING OF THE END” 
(Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12) 

 
•  In our passage tonight we’re introduced to the antichrist. 
 -  Paul doesn’t call him the antichrist. 
 -  John is the one who does that. 
  1 John 2:18, “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is  

coming, even now many antichrists have come.” 
1 John 2:22, “Who is the liar?  It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ.  Such a man is  
the antichrist – he denies the Father and the Son.” 

 
•  Paul calls the antichrist several names here: 
 -  Vs. 3, “the man of lawlessness.” 
 -  Vs. 3, “the man doomed to destruction.” 
 -  Vs. 9, “the lawless one.” 
 
•  He is best known by the term “the antichrist.” 
 
Gary Frazier, It Could Happen Tomorrow: 
 “The writers of the best selling Left Behind series call him Nicolae.  He is tall, handsome, wealthy  

and thirsty for power.  He is portrayed as the ultimate human being without any real feelings and  
heart-felt compassion and he rules the post Rapture world.  Several additional books in the series  
followed with such intriguing titles as, Desecration, The Mark, The Indwelling, The Rising and  
lastly, The Regime.  The very idea of a world ruler called the Antichrist has infatuated Hollywood  
for many years.  Producer Don Taylor called him Damien in the movies Omen in 1976 and Omen II 
in ’78 and portrayed his dark and evil side as he learns who he really is.  Could such a diabolical  
personality really exist or is he only a figment of Hollywood’s mind?” 

 
•  Yes, there is an antichrist and we meet him tonight in this powerful passage from the Apostle Paul. 
 
Notice, first of all ... 
(1) WHAT HAD HAPPENED  (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3) 

-  Apparently, false teachers were trying to convince the Thessalonians that the Day of the Lord had  
already come. 
-  This would’ve been extremely troubling to these young Christians since that would’ve meant  
they’d missed the Rapture. 
 
How could the false teachers pull that off? 
 •  They claimed to have received a prophetic word from the Lord.  (A supernatural utterance.) 
 •  They also claimed to have a letter from Paul that backed it up (vs. 2). 
  -  They had a fake “word from the Lord” and a “fraudulent letter” supposedly from Paul. 
-  Virtually every cult follows the same path:  a “fake word” and a “false letter” or book from God. 

 
•  Paul had already written to them about the Rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and about the Day of 
the Lord in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. 
 -  It had only been a few months, and yet, they were all confused because of the persecution they  

were facing and the false teaching they were hearing. 
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•  Paul had made it clear that believers were not going to go through the Tribulation in 1 Thessalonians 
5:9-11, “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore, 
encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 
 
•  The Thessalonians should’ve been more careful, like the Bereans, and not accept some teaching at 
face value, no matter who was teaching it or who had authorized it (Acts 17:11). 
 
•  There’s a world of difference between THE DAY OF CHRIST and THE DAY OF THE LORD. 
 
Philippians 1:10, “So that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until 
the day of Christ.” 
Philippians 2:16, “As you hold out the word of life – in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I 
did not run or labor for nothing.” 
1 Corinthians 1:8, “He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
2 Peter 1:19, “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay 
attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.” 
 
Dr. John Phillips, “Many translators correctly render this phrase (vs. 2) as ‘the day of the Lord,’ not ‘the 
day of Christ.’  What follows is clearly related to the Day of the Lord and to the terrible events connected 
with that day.  The ‘day of the Lord’ is first mentioned in Isaiah 2:11-12, where it is defined as being the 
day when God will be exalted and man abased.  It occurs in connection with words such as wrath and 
vengeance.  It refers to the time when God will overthrow Israel’s foes.  It will be a time of darkness and 
judgment.  To Israel’s foes, it will be ‘that great and terrible day.’  It will climax in the setting up of the 
millennial kingdom and end, a thousand years later, with the dissolution of the heavens themselves. 
 The Thessalonians were being told that this day had already come.  But Paul told them that it had 
not come and will not come until certain other things have happened.  The ‘day of Christ’ is imminent; 
the ‘day of the Lord’ can come only after numerous other things have prepared the way.  The day of 
Christ is for the church; the day of the Lord is for the world.  The day of Christ is primarily a day of joy; the 
day of the Lord is primarily a day of judgment.  The day of Christ is the church’s reward; the day of the 
Lord is the world’s horror.” 
 
WHAT HAD HAPPENED. 
(2) WHAT WILL HAPPEN?  (2 Thessalonians 2:3b-11) 

-  Beginning in vs. 3, Paul lays out exactly what will happen. 
-  “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, because ...” 
 (a) There has to be a RAPTURE (vs. 1) 
  -  The Rapture has to take place first. 
 (b) There has to be a REBELLION (vs. 3) 
  -  Unlike any other time in human history, with specific events (which we will see.) 
 (c) There has to be a REVELATION (vs. 3) 

   -  The Antichrist has to be revealed. 
•  The church wasn’t gone, there was persecution but not an all-out apostate rebellion, and the Antichrist 
was still unknown. 
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Dr. John MacArthur: “Paul’s use of the definite article reveals that he had in mind not a general flow or 
trend, but a specific, identifiable act of apostasy.  The apostasy will be a blasphemous act of 
unprecedented magnitude.  The apostle identified the apostasy by naming the key character connected 
with it: the man of lawlessness.  Understanding who that key person is is a prerequisite to identifying the 
apostasy event.   
 This person will be the consummate lawless one; a blasphemous sinner, who will live in open 
defiance of God’s law.  Of all the billions of godless, evil, lawless sinners in human history, his evil 
influence will be greater than any other’s.  Even in the end times, when ‘lawlessness is increased’ 
(Matthew 24:12), this Satan-energized leader will stand out as the one whose depraved, wicked lawless 
leadership sweeps over the whole world – with influence never before seen.” 
 
•  The Antichrist will be a man.  Not a principle or a force of evil.  He will be a human being. 
 
Notice the names given to him:  The man of lawlessness, the man doomed to destruction (vs. 3) 
 -  Only one other individual in Scripture was called “the one doomed to destruction.” 
  •  Judas (John 17:12) 
 -  The title is reserved for the two vilest human beings in human history. 
 -  They are both controlled by Satan and both commit the two most heinous acts of apostasy ever. 
 
•  As bad as Judas was, the Antichrist will be even worse. 
 -  Judas betrayed the Son of God. 
  •  The Antichrist will proclaim himself to be God. 
 -  Judas desecrated the temple with the blood money he received for betraying Jesus. 
  •  The Antichrist will desecrate the temple by committing the abomination of desolation. 
 
Matthew 24:15, “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination of desolation,’ spoken of 
through the prophet Daniel – let the reader understand – then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains.” 
 
 -  Judas didn’t appear to influence others and died alone (Acts 1:18-19). 
  •  The Antichrist will lead the entire world away from God and into certain destruction  

(Revelation 13:5-8). 
 
Notice TEN COMPARISONS with Christ: 
 
CHRIST:          THE ANTICHRIST: 
1. Is–was–is to come (Rev. 1:18)     Was–is not–shall ascend (Rev. 17:8) 
2. 3–year ministry        3 1/2 year monarchy 
3. The coming One (Matt. 25:13)     The coming one (2 Thess. 2:3) 
4. The church’s hope (Titus 2:13)     The world’s hope (Rev. 13:3-4) 
5. Prince of princes (Dan. 8:25)     The coming prince (Dan. 9:26) 
6. Many diadems (Rev. 19:12)     Ten diadems (Rev. 13:1) 
7. Has a bride – mystic New Jerusalem   Has a bride – mystery Babylon 
8. Indwelt by God (John 3:34)     Indwelt by Satan (Rev. 13:2) 
9. A slain Man, risen (Luke 24:34)    A slain man, risen (Rev. 13:3) 
10. God manifest in flesh, works miracles    Satan manifest in flesh, works miracles 
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•  The Antichrist is the devil’s attempt to imitate Christ. 
 -  But they are as different as NIGHT and DAY! 
 
Notice THE DIFFERENCES between CHRIST and the Antichrist: 
 
CHRIST:          THE ANTICHRIST: 
1. From above (John 6:38)     From below (Rev. 11:7) 
2. Came in His Father’s name (John 5:43)  Came in his own name (John 5:43) 
3. Humbled Himself (Phil. 2:8)     Exalts himself (2 Thess. 2:4) 
4. Despised (Isaiah 53:3)      Admired (Rev. 13:3-4) 
5. Did His Father’s will (John 6:38)    Does his own will (Dan. 11:36) 
6. Exalted by God (Phil. 2:9)     Cast down by God (Rev. 19:20) 
7. Came to save (Luke 19:10)     Comes to destroy (Dan. 8:24) 
8. The Good Shepherd (John 10:4-15)   The false shepherd (Zech. 11:16-17) 
9. The Truth (John 14:6)      The lie (2 Thess. 2:11) 
10. The Holy One (Acts 3:14)     The lawless one (2 Thess. 2:1) 
11. Man of Sorrows (Isaiah 53:3)    Man of Sin (2 Thess. 2:3) 
12. Son of God (Luke 1:35)      Son of perdition (2 Thess. 2:3) 
13. Mystery of godliness (1 Tim. 3:16)   Mystery of iniquity (2 Thess. 2:7) 
14. Seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15)    Seed of the serpent (Gen. 3:15) 
15. The Lamb (John 1:36)      The Beast (Rev. 13:1) 
16. Loves and saves His bride (Eph. 5:25)  Hates and destroys his bride (Rev. 17:16) 
17. Refused power from Satan (Matt. 4:8-10)  Receives power from Satan (Rev. 13:2-7) 
 
Notice quickly what will happen. 
1. A RAPTURE (2 Thessalonians 2:1)  The church will be gone. 
 
Dr. Gary Frazier: “The truth is believers will never know the identity of the Antichrist.  The apostle Paul 
gives us important information about the Antichrist in the second chapter of his second letter to the 
Thessalonians.  He instructs us that our departure will allow the Antichrist to reveal himself.  However, 
while pre-rapture Christians can never know his identity, Jesus did instruct us to be aware of the signs of 
the times, and be ready.” 
 
2. A REBELLION (2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
 -  There will be a revolt against God unlike anything the world has ever seen. 
 
3. A REVELATION (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 
 -  The Antichrist will be revealed. 
 -  At first, he will appear to be a peacemaker.  He will help ensure the fact that the Jews can rebuild 
 their temple. 

-  But after 3 1/2 years he will turn out to be a peace–breaker and he will literally sit upon the throne 
in the temple and proclaim himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 

 
4. A RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:6-7) 
 -  The only way any of this can happen is due to two things: 
  (a) The removal of the church from the earth. 
  (b) The restraining of the Holy Spirit on the earth (vs. 6-7) 
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•  The Holy Spirit will not be removed from the earth, He will just be restrained from holding evil back on 
the earth and the Antichrist will be allowed to do whatever he wants. 
 -  Initially, he will be credited with bringing peace on earth. 
 -  But it won’t be long before he will be ushering in Hell on earth. 
 
5. A RENOUNCING (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11) 
 -  There will be a revolt against God and a rebellion so deep in the souls of men that God will 
 finally give up on them. 
 -  “My Spirit shall not always strive with man” (Genesis 6:3). 
  •  With the church gone and the Holy Spirit restrained from intervening, the world will go to  

Hell in a hurry. 
 -  There will be all kinds of deceptions to lead people away from God. 
  •  Counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders (vs. 9-10). 
  
•  God will say, “Enough is enough and will abandon them once and for all to the choices they have 
made to reject Him and to reject the truth.” 
 -  The most graphic illustration of this would have to be Pharaoh (Exodus 4:21-14:8). 
 
Romans 1:18-32 is another example of God stepping back and abandoning unrepentant sinners to their 
sin.” 
 
Let me leave you with some good news tonight: 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:8, “The Lord Jesus will overthrow (the Antichrist) with the breath of his mouth and 
destroy the splendor of his coming.” 
 
NEXT WEEK, Lord willing, we’ll look at: 
 
(3) WHAT OUR RESPONSE SHOULD BE TO WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN   

(2 Thessalonians 2:13-17) 
 


