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“2 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #5                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“PRAYER THAT CHANGES EVERYTHING” 
(Text: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12) 

 
ILL.  During World War II, missionaries discovered a very unusual religious movement they called the 
CARGO CULT in the South Pacific. As American forces went from island to island in their battle against 
the Japanese, soldiers would set up supply depots on some of those islands along with air bases. 
 The massive amount of technology and equipment brought in with our troops was impressive and 
overwhelming.  Airplanes, jeeps, weapons, refrigerators, power tools, radios, even cigarette lighters that 
magically made fire, appeared supernatural to the islanders. 
 As a result, some of the natives concluded the soldiers must be gods who flew in out of the sky 
bringing all these amazing things with them. 
 Eventually, the island bases and supply depots were abandoned as fighting moved closer to the 
Japanese homeland.  The tribesmen found their way of life permanently changed by their exposure to 
the “cargo gods” and all the stuff they’d brought with them. 
 So they built shrines to the “cargo gods,” often attempting to recreate the very objects the “gods” 
had brought: airplanes, radios, cigarette lighters, etc. 
 The “cargo cults” still thrive to this day, the best known being on the island of Tanna in Vanuatu  
(formerly the New Hebrides islands).  Missionaries find it very difficult to evangelize the people there 
because they are only interested in material things: more cargo, not Christ or His gospel. 
 
John MacArthur said, “Incredibly, the cargo cults find a parallel in contemporary Christianity, in the 
movement variously known as Word/Faith, Positive Confession, Name It and Claim It, and the Prosperity 
or Health and Wealth gospel.  The Word Faith movement is in effect a Western cargo cult, teaching that 
God delivers tangible, consumable products on demand.  Its proponents unabashedly teach that prayer 
is a means of self-gratification; a tool for getting houses, cars, clothes, and other cargo.  The god of the 
Word Faith movement is little more than a utilitarian genie who exists to grant the materialistic wishes of 
his followers.” 
 
•  Christians today, often pray for the wrong things and pray with the wrong motives (James 4:3). 
 
•  “With this in mind ...”  (What?  Verses 6-10) 
 -  “In light of what God is going to do in the Second Coming of Christ.” 
 
Verse 11.  “With this in mind, we constantly pray for you ...” 
 
Paul did TWO THINGS: 
 
1. He Acknowledged the Resource (vs. 11) 
 -  A Sovereign God Whose Power Is Unmatched and Whose Purposes Cannot Be Thwarted 
2. He Admitted the Reason (vs. 12) 
 -  The sole reason for Paul’s prayer was so that Jesus would be glorified. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
 
Romans 15:17, “Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.” 
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•  What did Paul pray? 
 
He prayed about TWO THINGS: 
 
(1) THE NATURE OF THEIR CALLING (2 Thessalonians 1:11) 
 -  The calling here is the call of salvation. 
 -  Acts 2:39, “The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom  

the Lord our God will call.” 
 -  Romans 11:29, “For God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable.” 
 -  John 6:44, “No one can come to Me unless the Father Who sent Me draws him.” 
 -  2 Timothy 1:9, “Join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, Who has saved us  

and called us to a holy life – not because of anything we have done but because of His own 
purpose and grace.  This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.” 

 
•  God takes sinners who deserve Hell and makes us worthy of His kingdom through Jesus Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made Him Who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” 
 
•  Paul prayed that the Thessalonians would walk worthy of the calling they had received. 
 
 1 Thessalonians 2:12, “Live lives worthy of God, Who calls you into His kingdom and glory.” 
 
•  He prayed the same thing for the Ephesians: 
 
 Ephesians 4:1, “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you  

have received.” 
 
•  He prayed the same thing for the Colossians: 

 
Colossians 1:10, “And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may 

please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and 
patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the Kingdom of light.” 
 
•  Too often, we don’t walk worthy of the calling we have received. 
 -  Romans 2:24, “As it is written, ‘God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you’.” 
 -  The context in Romans 2 is believers who say one thing and do another. 
 
•  We need to pray for each other that we will live lives consistent with the calling we’ve received from 
God. 

-  1 John 2:6, “Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.” 
 
•  Paul’s prayer was that God would enable them to live out their faith in such a way that they would be 
worthy to be called Christians. 
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Paul prayed for THE NATURE OF THEIR CALLING.  He also prayed for: 
(2) THE NAME OF CHRIST (2 Thessalonians 1:12) 
 -  Paul also prayed that the Name of Christ would be glorified. 
 -  The ultimate purpose of his prayer was not for them.  Rather, it was “so that the Name of our  

Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified.” 
-  There is no name like the Name of Jesus. 

 
 (a) It is The PREEMINENT Name  
 
  Philippians 2:10, “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth   

and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the  
Father.” 

  
 (b) It is the most POWERFUL Name 
 

Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under Heaven given to  
men by which we must be saved.” 

 
Romans 10:9, “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart  
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

 
 (c) It is the PERMANENT Name 
 
  John 14:6, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except through  

Me.” 
  
  Hebrews 7:24, “Because Jesus lives forever, He has a permanent priesthood.” 
 
Verse 12.  “We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you.”  
 
1. LORD – That’s His SOVEREIGN Name 
 -  Vs. 1, “the Lord Jesus Christ” 
 -  Vs. 2, “the Lord Jesus Christ” 
 -  Vs. 7, “the Lord Jesus” 
 -  Vs. 8, “our Lord Jesus” 
 -  Vs. 9, “the Lord” 
 -  Vs. 12, “our Lord Jesus” 
 -  Vs. 12, “the Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
•  The word is KURIOS, which means “owner,” “master,” “Lord.” 
 -  John 13:13, “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.” 
 -  Luke 6:46, “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I say?” 
 
•  Peter had to learn that he couldn’t say, “Surely not, Lord!” (Acts 10:14). 
 -  Vision of animals on a sheet.  “Get up, Peter.  Kill and eat.” 
 
•  Luke 9:59, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 
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LORD – That’s His SOVEREIGN NAME 
2. JESUS – That’s His SAVING NAME 
 -  Jesus comes from Jehoshua (Joshua) and means “Jehovah the Savior.” 
 -  Matthew 1:21, “You are to give Him the name JESUS, because He will save His people from  

their sins.” 
 
(a) We associate the name with HIS CHARACTER 
 •  Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the  

Lord JESUS.” 
 (b) We associate the name with HIS CROSS 
  •  When Jesus was crucified, Pilate had them write the following in Latin, Hebrew and Greek: 
  “This is JESUS, the King of the Jews.” 
 (c) We associate the name with HIS CONCERN 
  •  1 Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man  

Christ JESUS.” 
•  1 John 2:1, “We have One Who speaks to the Father in our defense – JESUS Christ, the  
Righteous One.” 

 (d) We associate the name with HIS COMING 
  •  Acts 1:11, “This same JESUS, Who has been taken from you into Heaven, will come back 
  in the same way you have seen Him go into Heaven.” 
 (e) We associate the name with HIS CORONATION 
  •  Philippians 2:10-11, “That at the name of JESUS every knee should bow in Heaven and on  
  earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that JESUS Christ is Lord, to the glory of  
  God the Father.” 
 
LORD – That’s His SOVEREIGN NAME 
JESUS – That’s His SAVING NAME 
3. CHRIST – That’s The SUFFICIENT NAME 
 -  Christ is the Gk. translation of the Hebrew word for Messiah. 
 -  Christos has the same meaning – “to anoint” or “The Anointed One.” 
 -  In the O.T. three people were anointed for their office:  Prophet, Priest & King. 
  •  All three are perfected in JESUS CHRIST. 

(a) He was a revealing PROPHET 
  •  John 7:46, “No one ever spoke the way this man does.” 
 (b) He was a righteous PRIEST 
  •  Hebrews 7:1-8:6.  A priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
 (c) He is a returning PRINCE 
  •  John 14:1-3.  “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you  

unto myself so that where I am there you may be also.” 
 
The LORD, JESUS CHRIST. 
1. LORD emphasizes His POWER. 
2. JESUS emphasizes His PERSON 
3. CHRIST emphasizes His PURPOSE 
 
“We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


