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“JUDGMENT’S COMNG” 
(Text: 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10) 

 
There are FIVE MAJOR JUDGMENTS in Scripture: 
(1) The Judgment of Sin 
 -  For Christians, this judgment is already passed.  Our sins were judged at the Cross. 
 -  Romans 8:1, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
 -  John 3:16 
  •  Our state might not be perfect yet, but our standing is.  
 
•  The unbeliever, however, walks in this world under the shadow of coming judgment. 
 John 3:36, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see  
 life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” 
 
(2) The Judgment of Saints 
 -  Even though there’s no judgment of sin for the saints, there is judgment for saints. 
 -  God judges His own in two primary ways: 
  (a) He judges us as SONS (Hebrews 12:6) 
   “Because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a  
   son.” 
 -  To avoid this kind of judgment, whenever we sin, we need to immediately confess it. 
 -  1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse  
 us from all unrighteousness.”   
 -  1 Corinthians 11:31, “But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.” 
 
  (b) He judges us as SERVANTS (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” 

   •  We will come before the great review stand in Heaven. 
   •  God will review our works and our lives. 
    -  He will hand out rebukes and rewards.   
   •  Redemption is not in view here, rewards are. 
 
(3) The Judgment of States 
 -  The Kings and Kingdoms of men will all be judged by God (Psalm 2:1-12). 
 -  Pharaoh found that out.   
 -  King Nebuchadnezzar found that out (Daniel 4:25) 
  “The Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.” 
 -  Every President, Pope, & Potentate will find out what Pilate found out, “They have no power  
 except that which God gives to them.” 
  
(4) The Judgment of Sinners 
 -  The Great White Throne judgment of Revelation 20:11-15. 
 -  Every sinner will face their sin and will be judged primarily for their sin of rejecting Christ. 
 - The Book of Life will be opened as well as the books of works. 
 -  Everyone whose name is not recorded in the Book of Life will be thrown into the lake of fire  

(Revelation 20:15). 
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 -  There will be degrees of punishment (just as there are degrees of rewards for believers) based  

upon the works of every man (Matthew 10:14-15; 11:22-24). 
 
(5) The Judgment of Satan 
 -  Satan will be incarcerated in the Abyss (Revelation 20:1-3). 
 -  Then, he will be released one final time to do his final wicked works and then, he will be cast into  

the lake of fire for eternity (Revelation 20:7-10). 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10. 

-  The context here is the return of Christ.  
 
Dr. John Phillips says:   

There’s going to be ... 
1. A Day of Revelation (2 Thessalonians 1:7) 
2. A Day of Revenge (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9) 
3. A Day of Reward (2 Thessalonians 1:10) 

 
Paul describes three specific aspects of Jesus’ return: 
(1) WHY HE’S GOING TO COME (2 Thessalonians 1:6-7a) 
 (a)  Because He’s just (vs. 6a) 
  •  God’s justice and God’s character demand that He come. 
  •  The enemies of God and of His people seem to be having their way now. 
   -  But their actions won’t go unpunished. 
 
John MacArthur: “Every culture, no matter what its laws, ethics, or morals, punishes criminals.  People 
have a sense of justice, including capital punishment, because they are made in God’s image.  What is 
imperfectly true in the human realm is perfectly true in God’s realm.” 
 
Ezekiel 33:17-20.  No matter what men may say, God is just in all His judgments.   
 
 (b)  Because He’s going to settle accounts (vs. 6b) 
  •  Ezekiel 33:20, “I will judge each of you according to his own ways.” 
  •  This has always been God’s standard.  
 
•  Christians don’t have to fear this judgment because Jesus took our place. 
 -  He took our judgment. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made Him Who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
 (c) Because He’s going to balance the scales and bless His saints (vs. 7) 
  •  God made a similar promise to Abraham.   
 
Genesis 12:3, “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse.”  (This was a 
promise made to Abraham and the nation of Israel.) 
 -  You’re going to be cursed, but I will take care of it. 
 -  One day I’ll balance the scales and you’ll see it was worth it all. 
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Verse 7.  “He will give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.” 
 
Three rests: 
#1 – Rest in Salvation (Matthew 11:28-29) 
 
Matthew 11:28-29,  “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” 
#2 – Rest during the Millennial Reign of Christ (Acts 3:19-21) 
#3 – Rest for eternity (Revelation 21:4) 
 
2 Corinthians 4:17, “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all.” 
 
•  God is going to balance the scales and bless His saints. 
 
Why He’s Going To Come ... 
(2) HOW HE’S GOING TO COME (2 Thessalonians 1:7b) 
 -  He’s going to come: 
  (a) FROM HEAVEN (vs. 7c) 
   •  Acts 1:9-11.  “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into Heaven, will come  

back in the same way you have seen Him go into Heaven.” 
•  He will return visibly, bodily, physically. 

 
Question:  What’s Jesus been doing ever since He ascended back to Heaven? 
#1 – He took His place (Hebrews 8:1) 
 -  He sat down at the right hand of the throne of God 
#2 – He’s been preparing our eternal place (John 14:3) 
 -  “I go to prepare a place for you.” 
#3 – He’s been praying on our behalf (Hebrews 7:25) 
 -  “He always lives to intercede for us.” 
 
 He’s going to come ... FROM HEAVEN. 
  (b) IN BLAZING FIRE (vs. 7d) 
   •  This is the fire of judgment. 
   •  Isaiah 66:16, “For with fire and with His sword the Lord will execute judgment upon all  

men.” 
   •  Hebrews 12:29 says, “for our God is a consuming fire.” 
   •  2 Peter 3:7, “By the same word the heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept  

for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” 
 

 He’s going to come ... FROM HEAVEN, IN BLAZING FIRE ... 
  (c) WITH HIS POWERFUL ANGELS (vs. 7e) 
   •  Literally: “the angels of His power.” 

•  These are the angels that serve in the presence of and for the sole purpose of carrying 
out the wishes of God. 
•  The RAPTURE is the Lord, Himself.  The Second Coming is with the ANGELS. 
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•  Angels are powerful beings. 
 -  One angel killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one night (2 Kings 19:35). 
 
•  So, JESUS will COME FROM HEAVEN, IN BLAZING FIRE, WITH HIS POWERFUL ANGELS! 
 
(3) WHAT’S HE GOING TO DO WHEN HE COMES (2 Thessalonians 1:8-10) 
 (a) He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
  (Verse 8) 

•  What does that mean?  (vs. 9) 
-  They will be punished with everlasting destruction.  (This is permanent.  There will be  
no appeal.) 
-  This is not annihilation but punishment that never ends. 

    
Verse 9b.  “They will be shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of His power.” 
 -  Imagine a life without the presence and influence and blessing of God. 
 
 (b) He’s going to be glorified in His people (Verse 10) 

•  They wicked will be shut out from the majesty of His power and will miss seeing two things: 
   1.  When He is glorified in His people. 
   2. When He is marveled at by everything in the universe. 
 
Malachi 3:17-18.  This will be the final demonstration of God’s love for His people. 
  
•  The Church will be God’s object lesson to the universe of His love, His kindness, His wisdom and His 
grace. 
 -  He will be glorified in all His saints and all of creation will marvel at what He has done. 
 
Ephesians 3:10-11.  “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to His eternal purpose which 
He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


