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“THE PERFECT CHURCH – Part 3” 
(Text: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5) 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:4, “Therefore among God’s churches we boast about you ...” 
 
•  They weren’t a perfect church.  But they were a church Paul was proud of.  Why? 
 
FIVE THINGS: 
(1) A Salvation That Was Genuine 
(2) A Faith That Was Growing  
(3) A Love That Was Generous 
(4) A Hope That Was Grounded 
(5) A Perspective That Was God-centered 
 
•  We’ve already seen the first three.  Tonight, we want to look at two more things: 
 
(4) A HOPE THAT WAS GROUNDED 
(5) A PERSPECTIVE THAT WAS GOD-CENTERED 
 
•  First of all ... 
(4) A HOPE THAT WAS GROUNDED (2 Thessalonians 1:4) 
 -  Paul was proud of this young church because of their persevering hope. 
  •  No matter what happened to them, they were undeterred in their love for God, for one  
  another and for the lost. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:3, “Your faith is growing more and more (love for God), and the love every one of you 
has for each other is increasing.” 
 
BUT THAT WASN’T ALL ... notice verse 4. “Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your 
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.” 
 
•  What was it about these people that enabled them to stand up when they were being struck down, to 
have a positive attitude in the midst of all-out persecution and triumph in the midst of trials? 
 -  They had HOPE!   
 
1 Thessalonians 1:3, “We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
•  Their HOPE was grounded in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Titus 2:13, “While we wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” 
 
PERSEVERANCE comes from the Gk. word HUPOMONE which means “to remain under” or to “sustain 
hope under difficulty.” 
 -  They didn’t run from their trials, they rejoiced in them. 
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James 1:2-4, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 
 
How do you rejoice in trials? 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 
 
•  Those words come on the heels of this statement: “Because we know that the One Who raised the 
Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in His presence” (vs. 14) 
 
•  What got Paul through all the persecutions, all the attacks from the false teachers, all the trials he 
faced?   
 -  His hope that was based in the Lord, Jesus Christ and His certain return. 
 
•  The Thessalonians were able to persevere in persecution because their HOPE was grounded 
(anchored) in the Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
•  Paul bragged on them to the other churches because of their faith and their faithfulness. 
  
Note:  A faith that doesn’t result in faithfulness is no faith at all. 
 
•  A lot of people claim to have faith in God but it doesn’t result in faithfulness to God. 
 -  When the heat rises, the persecution comes, the trials show up, the troubles come, they run. 
  
Proverbs 24:10, “If you falter in times of trouble how small is your strength.” 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:4, “Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in 
all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.” 
 -  Persecutions: malicious hostility from the enemies of the gospel. 
 -  Trials (afflictions): agony of body and anguish of mind endured by those being persecuted. 
 
•  The Thessalonians refused to renounce their faith, rethink their love or reject their hope. 
 -  They persevered because their hope was grounded in the Lord, Jesus Christ and His certain 
return. 
 
There’s a final reason why Paul was proud of this church: 
(1) A Salvation That Was Genuine 
(2) A Faith That Was Growing  
(3) A Love That Was Generous 
(4) A Hope That Was Grounded 
 
(5) A PERSPECTIVE THAT WAS GOD-CENTERED (2 Thessalonians 1:5) 
 -  Instead of the people-pleasing, man-centered churches we see far too often today, the  
 Thessalonians were focused on God and concerned about pleasing Him. 
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•  Instead of focusing on their own selfish desires: personal happiness, personal pleasures, personal 
prosperity, personal fulfillment, their focus was on God. 
 -  Matthew 6:33, Jesus commanded us to “Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness.” 
  
•  The reason so many Christians struggle is because their perspective is centered on something or 
someone rather than God. 
 -  If your perspective is problem centered, your problems always get bigger. 
 -  If your perspective is people centered, you’re always being disappointed. 
 -  If your perspective is pleasure centered, you’re never completely satisfied. 
 -  If your perspective is prosperity centered, you never have enough. 
 
•  The Thessalonians were focused on God and His Kingdom. 
 
•  Satan loves to distract and disturb us. 
 -  He does that by getting our focus off of God and onto anything else. 
 
•  Someone once said, “Busyness is the enemy of holiness.” 
 -  Satan doesn’t try to get us to reject or deny God.  
 -  He just tries to get us so busy we don’t have time for God. 
 
 •  That’s why we need to make sure our perspective is God-centered. 
 -  Ironically, suffering and persecution helps us do that. 
  •  Sun shiny days and days of prosperity don’t normally drive you to God (even though they  
  should.) 
  •  Isn’t it the dark nights and dismal days, the difficulties and tragedies, the trials and times 
  of sickness and suffering, that drive us to God? 
 
•  God will allow whatever it takes to get us to focus on Him and His Kingdom. 
 -  Sometimes we have to be knocked flat on our back before we look to God. 
 
Paul was proud of the Thessalonians and bragged on them but not just because of their perseverance in 
the midst of persecution.   
 
•  Notice what he says in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5.   
 -  Paul was overwhelmed by the fact that, in the midst of intense suffering, they were sharing with  
 others. 
 -  In the middle of persecution and poverty they were reaching out and digging deep to meet the  
 needs of others. 
 
Verse 5.  “And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves FIRST to the Lord and then to 
us in keeping with God’s will.” 
 -  They had a perspective that was God-centered. 
 
John MacArthur, “God never evaluates a church based on external features.  He is not impressed with 
innovative, clever repackaging of the gospel to make it more palatable for unbelievers.  Nor are a 
church’s elaborately staged worship services, political awareness, social prominence, or size reasons to 
boast before God.   
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“A church to be proud of is a place where the genuinely converted see their faith increase, their love 
grow, their hope endure despite persecution, and their focus remain singularly on God’s kingdom.” 
 
•  The Thessalonians weren’t a perfect church, but they were a church that possessed the qualities every 
church should seek to emulate: 
 
(1) A Salvation That Was Genuine 
(2) A Faith That Was Growing  
(3) A Love That Was Generous 
(4) A Hope That Was Grounded 
(5) A Perspective That Was God-centered 
 
 
 
 
 


