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“2nd Corinthians” Series, Message #28                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“FINAL WORDS & FAITHFUL WARNINGS” 
 (Text: 2 Corinthians 12:11-13:14)  

 
•  We come to the final section of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians this morning. 
 
•  Chapters 12-13 deal with three issues that have been a source of great controversy. 
 #1 Paul’s claim to have actually gone to Heaven (vs. 1-6) 
 #2 Paul’s thorn in the flesh (vs. 7-10) 
 #3 Paul’s explanation of what an authentic apostle really is (vs. 11-13:4) 
 
Last time we saw ... 
(1) PAUL’S VISION (2 Corinthians 12:1-6) 
 -  Paul makes an incredibly spectacular claim.  He claims to have gone to Heaven. 
 -  He was reluctant to speak about it even describing himself in third person (vs. 2). 
 -  He waited fourteen years to share what happened to him and did so reluctantly only because the 
 false teachers were ripping him to shreds before the Christians in Corinth. 
 -  Paul gave no sensational, detailed descriptions of what he saw or experienced in Heaven. 
 -  Instead, he said he heard inexpressible things; things that man is not permitted to tell (vs. 4). 
 
•  He refused to boast about this thrilling experience, or his other visions, although he would have been 
telling the truth if he did (vs. 6). 
 -  Instead, he said he would boast in his weaknesses.  Anything great that ever happened to him or 
 through him was because of Almighty God. 
 
We saw ... 
(2) PAUL’S VILLAIN (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) 
 -  Because he’d had such a phenomenal experience and witnessed such great revelations, he was 
 given a “thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan.” 
 -  The word SKOLOPS literally means: “a large, pointed stake.” 
  •  Whatever it was, it hurt Paul physically. 
 -  It was given to him by God, but was a messenger of Satan.  (Like what happened to Job.) 
 
Dr. John MacArthur says the best interpretation of this “thorn” is to view it “as a demonic messenger of 
Satan, sent to torment Paul by using the deceivers to seduce the Corinthians into a rebellion against him. 
  
•  It may be this demonic messenger was the indwelling spirit in the leading false apostle.  
 (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). 
 -  In any case, God assured Paul that His grace would be sufficient and that Paul’s weakness would 
 give God the platform to display His power and glory. 
 
•  Paul said, “Alright, I’ll gladly boast in my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  In fact, I 
will delight in them because when I am weak, that’s when I’m strong (vs. 9b-10). 
 -  That’s a great example for all of us! 
 
READ: 2 Corinthians 12:11-15, 13:1-5. 
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PAUL’S VISION, PAUL’S VILLAIN ... 
(3) PAUL’S VINDICATION (2 Corinthians 12:11-13:14) 
 -  In the closing verses of his letter, Paul make’s a final appeal to the Corinthians. 
 
 First of all, he says ... 
 (a) They should have been ashamed (vs. 11-21) 
  1. Of their SILENCE (vs. 11-19) 
   -  They should have been commending Paul to the false teachers instead of making him  
   prove he was a genuine apostle. 
   -  The false teachers had come in and appointed themselves as “super apostles.” 
   -  And they were neither – “super” or “apostles.” 
 
Verse 12.  Paul said, “The things that mark an apostle – signs, wonders and miracles –were done among 
you with great perseverance.” 
 -  Not by the false teachers who masqueraded as false apostles (2 Corinthians 11:15). 
  •  But by Paul. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur:  “The apostles had a one-of-a-kind, non-repeatable and non-transferable role in the 
history of the church.” 
 
What are the signs of a genuine apostle? 
•  The term “apostle” is used primarily in the N.T. to refer to fourteen men:  The original Twelve 
(Matthew 10:2-4), Matthias (Acts 1:26) and to Paul (1 Corinthians 9:1). 
 Here are the characteristics of genuine apostles: 
 1. They were sovereignly chosen by God for their ministry (Acts 9:15). 
 2. They were personally appointed by Jesus Christ (Luke 6:13). 
 3. They had to have been eyewitnesses of Christ’s life, death and resurrection (Acts 1:21-26). 
 4. They received the gospel by direct revelation from Jesus, not from men  
  (Matthew 20:17- 19; John 13-17; Acts 1:1-3; Galatians 1:11-12). 
 5. They were the foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:20). 
 6. They were given unique ministry duties. 
  a. To be discipled by the Lord and be examples to follow (Mark 3:14; 1 Corinthians 11:1) 
  b. To preach the gospel (Mark 3:14; Acts 4:33; 2 Peter 3:2). 
  c. To exercise divine power in the realm of the supernatural (Mark 3:15; Matthew 10:1, 8) 
   •  Casting out demons, healing the sick, etc. (Acts 14:8-10; 28:8) 
  d. To write the N.T. (1 Corinthians 2:13). 
   •  Not all apostles wrote N.T. books, but all N.T. books were written by an apostle or a  
   close associate. 
 
Verses 14-15.  Paul wanted to be blessing and not a burden when he came for his third visit. 
 
Verse 19.  “We haven’t done what we have done for ourselves.”  
 -  “Everything we’ve done has been done for you!” 
 
  They should’ve been ashamed ... 
  1. Of their SILENCE. 
  2. Of their SIN (vs. 20-21) 
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•  This was a church full of sin.  Most churches are – because they’re made up of people. 
 -  No church is perfect because they are full of imperfect people. 
 
Remember 2 Corinthians 7:1, where Paul talked about the things that contaminate body and spirit? 
 Both kinds are mentioned here: 
 1. Sins of the SPIRIT (vs. 20b) 
  •  If you compare this list with 1 Corinthians 13, you’ll discover the real issue in Corinth was a  
  lack of love. 
 2. Sins of the BODY (vs. 21) 
  •  Paul had dealt with these sins in 1 Corinthians 5-6, but some hadn’t changed at all. 
  
Verse 20.  “I’m afraid that when I come I won’t find you as I would want you to be and you won’t find me 
as you’d like me to be.” 
 -  Once again, Paul was appealing to them to deal with what needed to be dealt with and to not 
 ignore his concerns. 
 
•  They should’ve been ashamed he was having to defend his apostleship and define the areas in their 
lives and in their church that still needed to be dealt with. 
  
 (a) They should’ve been ASHAMED. 
 (b) They needed to be PREPARED (2 Corinthians 13:1-8) 
  1. Deal with YOUR SIN (vs. 1-4) 
   -  Sin was not to be dealt with lightly.  Nor was it to be based on rumor, innuendo or   
   hearsay. 
 
DID YOU KNOW that in a pagan court of law hearsay is inadmissible.   
 -  However, far too often, in the church you don’t need FACTS.  All you need is a FRIEND.  
  •  And, if they’ve heard something – it suddenly becomes TRUE! 
 
   a. You need WITNESSES to establish the truth (vs. 1) 
   b. You need WEAKNESS to be empowered by God’s strength (vs. 2-4) 
    
•  One of the things the false teachers had accused Paul of was being weak. 
 -  Verse 2, “I will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others.” 
  •  Don’t mistake meekness with weakness. 
 
ILL.  On the cross, Jesus appeared to be in a weakened state.  But nothing could be further from the 
truth. 
 -  God’s strength and power is made perfect in our weakness. 
 
  1. Deal with YOUR SIN (vs. 1-4) 
  2. Deal with YOURSELVES (vs. 5-8) 
   -  Paul essentially says, “Some want to question my apostleship?  They might want to   
   check their salvation.” 
   -  “We’d love nothing more than for you to be genuine followers of Christ and even though 
   others view us as failures they’d have no choice but to view the genuineness of your faith.” 
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 (c) They should be ENCOURAGED (vs. 9-14) 
  Why? 
  1. We’re PRAYING for you (vs. 9) 
 
•  Paul said “we’re praying for your perfection.”  (“Good luck with that!  Nobody’s perfect!”) 
  
•  Its a reference to direction (spiritual maturity) rather than perfection. 
 -  There are four primary meanings in the original language for the word used here: 
  1. To be equipped. 
  2. To restore a broken bone or adjust a twisted limb. 
  3. To prepare a ship for a long voyage. 
  4. To equip an army for battle. 
 
•  What an incredible word picture of Paul’s heart.  WE’RE PRAYING FOR YOU! 
 
  2. We’re PULLING for you (vs. 10) 
   -  He wanted to achieve correction now and avoid correction when he came. 
   -  He also wanted them to know his authority from God was primarily for their benefit  
   and  for building them up, not tearing them down. 
 
Hebrews 12:11.  “No discipline seems pleasing at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a 
harvest or righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” 
 
Paul’s final remarks ... 
 
Verse 11.  Three things: 
  1. Grow up (vs. 11a) 
  2. Cheer up (vs. 11b) 
  3. Give up (Vs. 11c) 
 
Verse 12.  A greeting FOR the saints. 
 -  There ought to be a genuine love for fellow believers. 
 -  The expression of that love changes from culture to culture and from century to century. 
  
Verse 13.  A greeting FROM the saints. 
 -  Paul always made the point there were others who were part of the church. 
 -  Sometimes we get to thinking we’re doing this all on our own.  (We’re not!) 
  •  There are billions of people who love Jesus and have followed Jesus like we do. 
  •  We should be encouraged by that. 
   -  You’re not alone. 
 
 A benediction – verse 14.  
 -  This is a terrific way for Paul to end this letter and a terrific way for us to end this series.  
 -  There’s nothing more for him to say and nothing better for him to say than these 24 words: 
  
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 


