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“2nd Corinthians” Series, Message #26                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“A DEDICATED SERVANT” 
 (Text: 2 Corinthians 11:16-33)  

 
•  Last week, we looked at the first 15 verses of this chapter:  A DANGEROUS SEDUCTION. 
 -  The church at Corinth had been taken over by false teachers 
 
•  Paul confronted the Corinthians and called out the false teachers who sought to SEDUCE THEM and 
REPLACE HIM in their hearts. 
 
He warned them about: 
(1)  ANOTHER SUITOR (vs. 1-3) 
 -  Verse 2, “For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present 
 you as a pure virgin to Christ.”  (At their conversion, the Corinthians were set apart for Christ.) 
 -  Paul viewed himself as the father of the bride whose ultimate purpose was to present her as a 
 virgin to the Bridegroom at his appearance. 
 
Verse 3.  “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led 
astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 
 
He warned them about: 
(2) ANOTHER SAVIOR AND ANOTHER GOSPEL (2 Corinthians 11:4) 
 -  “For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive 
 a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you 
 accepted, you put up with it readily enough.” 
 -  Surprisingly, instead of rejecting this heresy, the Corinthians received it and rejected Paul. 
 
He warned them about: 
(3) ANOTHER ATTACK (2 Corinthians 11:5-12) 
 Basically, it was a three-fold attack on Paul and his ministry. 
 (a) They attacked his: Competence (vs. 5)  They said he couldn’t measure up to them. 
 (b) They attacked his: Communication (vs. 6)  They said he couldn’t speak as well as they could. 
 (c) They attacked his: Conduct (vs. 7-9)  They said his ministry was worthless in comparison/ 
 
Verses 10-12, Paul said, “I’m not going to stop calling out these false apostles and will do everything in 
my  power to undermine their deception.” 
 
He warned them this was the ... 
(4) SAME OLD DECEIVER AND THE SAME OLD DECEPTION (2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 
 -  Verse 13.  These are the servants of Satan, masquerading as true men of God. 
 -  Verse 14, “And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.” 
 
Verse 15, “So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.  
Their end will correspond to their deeds.” 
 
•  These false teachers had boasted of their qualifications, their achievements, their knowledge, their 
being “super apostles,” and they told the Corinthians Paul wasn’t a genuine apostle. 
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•  So, Paul exposed them for WHO they were and WHAT they were doing.  
 -  It wasn’t that he was concerned the Corinthians would reject him. 
  •  Rather, he was concerned they would reject the truth of the gospel and embrace the error of 
   false teachers. 
 
READ:  2 Corinthians 11:24-28.  (This is the part of the passage most people recognize.  But very few 
know the actual context of Paul’s comments.) 
 
There are several things I want us to notice: 
(1) HIS HESITANCY (2 Corinthians 11:16-21) 
 -  Paul is absolutely reluctant to do it, but he chooses to answer these fools (the false teachers). 
 
Proverbs 26:4-5 says, “Do not answer a fool according to his folly,  or you will be like him yourself.  
Answer a fool according to his folly,  or he will be wise in his own eyes.”  (NIV) 
 -  That seems like contradictory counsel.  It isn’t. 
 -  The Bible is simply saying, “Sometimes you need to answer a fool.  Sometimes you don’t.” 
 
•  This is one of those times when the fools needed to be answered and Paul did that. 
 -  But he was hesitant to do so. 
 
Verse 16.  The word he uses for “FOOL” is a word that means to “be without reason, insane, lacking 
sobriety.” 
 -  What Paul is about to do will give the impression that he’s out of his mind.  But his enemies have 
 driven him to it. 
 -  The fools must be answered and so he answers them according to their folly. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:11, “If I have been a fool!  You forced me to it, for I ought to have been commended by 
you. For I was not at all inferior to these super-apostles, even though I am nothing.” 
   
Verse 17.  Paul acknowledges that boasting is never commended by the Lord and he wasn’t doing it for 
self-glorification.   
 -  Rather, he was doing it to combat the false doctrine threatening to destroy the church at Corinth. 
 
Verses 18-21.  Paul is using sanctified sarcasm here. 
 
Ray Stedman: “Such righteous sarcasm!  ‘You Corinthians are so wise, ’ Paul says, in effect, ‘that you’ll 
tolerate any amount of foolishness!  If people enslave you, lie to you, make fools of you, cheat you, take 
your money, advance their own interests at your expense, insult you, and slap you silly, you just grin and 
ask for more abuse!  Well, you’re better men than I am, because I could never put up with such abuse!  
I’m too weak for that!  I salute you for being so wise, tolerant, and strong!’” 
 
•  The Corinthians weren’t even aware of what was being done to them.   
 -  They were being deceived and dragged away from “a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” (vs. 3) 
 
He shares with them ... 
(2) HIS HERITAGE (2 Corinthians 11:22-23a) 
 -  To every one of these questions Paul answers with, “So am I.” 
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•  The false teachers were claiming an impeccable pedigree.   But Paul had them all beat. 
 (a) As a HEBREW he had pure ETHNIC identity. 
 (b) As an ISRAELITE he had full RELIGIOUS identity. 
 (c) As the OFFSPRING of Abraham he had God’s COVENANTAL identity. 
 
•  Paul had a pedigree no one could question. 
 
•  Later on, he would tell the Philippians, “If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, 
I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless.”  (Philippians 3:4b-6) 
 
Philippians 3 :7-11.  Paul was the polar opposite of the false teachers – who were out for themselves, 
commended themselves and sought to enrich themselves at the expense of the people in Corinth. 
 -  That’s the way all false teachers are. 
 -  They don’t want to know Christ or share Christ.  They want to use Christ and the church. 
 -  Paul warned Timothy about people like that in 1 Timothy 6:5, “men of corrupt mind, who have 
 been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.” 
 
Verse 23.  “Are they servants of Christ ...” 
 -  Paul had already emphatically denied they were.  In fact, he said they were the servants of Satan 
 (vs. 15).  
 -  Paul is being sarcastic, saying the opposite of what is true for effect. 
  •  He was trying to shock the Corinthians out of their complacent acceptance of the false   
  apostles. 
 
•  They weren’t genuine servants of Christ.  They put on a good show but they weren’t genuine servants. 
  
•  Paul was about to produce a list that his enemies knew nothing about – a list of sufferings he’d 
experienced serving the Lord. 
 
(3) HIS HARDSHIPS (2 Corinthians 11:23b-27) 
 -  Paul turns convention on its head and argues for the authenticity of his apostolic service from his 
 weaknesses, not from his strengths.   
 -  He summarizes his hardships in the last part of verse 23.  Then details them in the verses that 
 follow. 
 (a) Positional (vs. 24) 
  •  He suffered certain things because of his position as a Christian. 
  •  “Forty lashes minus one” was a unique Jewish punishment, administered in the synagogue,  
  and was the most severe beating allowed by Scripture (Deuteronomy 25:1-3). 
 
•  When Paul went to a town, he always went to the Jew first, even when he knew in many cases it meant 
a thirty-nine stripe flogging in the synagogue for false teaching and blasphemy. 
  • “Beaten with rods” was the instrument of Roman (Gentile) punishment.  (Acts 16:22-23) 
   
Galatians  6:17, “From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.” 
 -  “Once I was stoned.”  (Acts 14:19 – where he was stoned at Lystra and left for dead.) 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Four 
 
 (b) Natural (vs. 25-26) 
  •  There were natural dangers and hardships he faced. 
   -  “Shipwrecked three times,” “a night and a day adrift at sea,” 
   -  “Danger from rivers, robbers, danger from my own people, from Gentiles, in the city,  
   danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers.” 
 
 (c) Volitional (vs. 27) 
  •  There were dangers that came by his personal choice. 
  •  “In toil and hardship, sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and   
  exposure.” 
  •  2 Timothy 2:3, “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” (NIV) 
 
If that list of hardships didn’t separate him from the false teachers, this would: 
(4) HIS HEART (2 Corinthians 11:28-29) 
 -  Paul says, “And apart from other things there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the 
 churches.” 
 -  There were other hardships he could’ve listed but he didn’t. 
 -  The point was his greatest concern was for the churches. 
  •  He could shake off the outward hardships, the external trials, the pain and persecution. 
   -  They were “light and momentary afflictions” to him (2 Corinthians 4:17). 
   -  Although others would’ve given in and given up had they experienced what he did. 
 -  What weighed the heaviest on Paul’s heart was his concern for God’s people. 
  •  Verse 29.  He was really concerned about weak and immature believers who were taken  
  advantage of by the false teachers. 
 
•  He uses the word, “skandalizo” which means “to put a snare or a stumbling block in someone’s path.” 
 -  Paul said that made him “indignant.”  It literally means it burned him. 
  •  The very thought that someone could trip up a weak believer and lead them astray. 
 
Finally, 
(5) HIS HUMILITY (2 Corinthians 11:30-33) 
 -  Paul says, “I haven’t endured all this because I’m some “super –apostle” or Superman.  The only 
 boast I can make is that God is the One Who had brought me through it all. 
 -  John 15:5, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
 -  He shares the illustration of being in Damascus when the Jews were seeking to kill him. 
  •  He literally became a “basket case.”  (It was a humiliating experience.) 
   -  SO WHY SHARE IT NOW?  Because he wanted to make the point – it wasn’t him. 
   -  Vs. 30,  “If I must boast, I will boast of the thing that shows my weakness.” 
 
What an EXAMPLE for us!  He didn’t quit when times got tough.  He didn’t turn back when the heat was 
turned up.  He didn’t have a personal pity party over the pain and persecution he experienced. 
 -  “I will boast about the fact that I am weak and can’t do anything in my own strength.” 
 -  “My boast will be I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). 
 
What will you and I face this week?  There’s no way to know.   
 -  But we can determine right now how we will respond.  We should follow the example of Paul! 


