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“2nd Corinthians” Series, Message #25                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“A DANGEROUS SEDUCTION” 
 (Text: 2 Corinthians 11:1-15)  

 
ILL.  Years ago, a number of government officials in The Hague, who were more fashionable than 
religious, invited Van Courtonne, the famous court preacher of Paris who was of Dutch descent, to 
preach in their State Church chapel.  But because Van Courtonne considered their interest more social 
than spiritual, more a curiosity than a zeal for truth, he declined to come.  When the invitation was 
repeated several times, he agreed to accept – on the condition that all the government officials would be 
present.  They agreed. 
 The famous Van Courtonne appeared and preached on “The Ethiopian” from Acts 8.  His sermon 
had four points:  (1) A government official who read his Bible – something rare.  (2) A government official 
who acknowledged his ignorance – something rarer still.  (3) A government official who asked a lesser 
person for instruction – something extremely rare.  (4) A government official who was converted – the 
rarest thing of all!   
 Van Courtonne was never invited again. 
 
•  What a contrast from many contemporary preachers who seem more concerned with political 
correctness, pacifying crowds with motivational speeches and soothing sermonettes that send people 
away saying, “What a nice service.” 
 -  People didn’t say that when they heard John the Baptist or Jeremiah or Peter or John. 
 -  And they sure didn’t say that when they heard the Apostle Paul. 
  •  John the Baptist had his head cut off.  Jeremiah was put in prison.  Peter was crucified   
 upside down and John was exiled to the completely deserted isle of Patmos. 
  •  Paul was beaten, stoned and eventually beheaded. 
 
•  In our text today, we see Paul confronting the Corinthians and calling out the false teachers who 
sought to SEDUCE THEM and REPLACE HIM in their hearts. 
 
Verse 1.  “I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness.  Do bear with me!” 
 -  Paul was referencing their favorable response to him in chapters 2 & 7. 
  •  They’d responded positively to his correction and he’s hoping they’ll do it again. 
 
The first thing Paul is concerned about is: 
(1)  ANOTHER SUITOR (2 Corinthians 11:1-3) 
 -  Paul says, “For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present 
 you as a pure virgin to Christ.”  (At their conversion, the Corinthians were set apart for Christ.) 
 -  Paul viewed himself as the father of the bride whose ultimate purpose was to present her as a 
 virgin to the Bridegroom at his appearance. 
  •  And Paul was properly jealous about this – with a “divine” (godly) jealousy. 
  
Murray Harris said, “Human jealousy is a vice, but to share divine jealousy is a virtue.” 
 -  Exodus 20:5, God said, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God.” 
 -  Deuteronomy 4:24, says, “the Lord is a consuming fire, and a jealous God.” 
 
•  The thought of a bride apparently brought to mind the first human bride, Eve, and how she was 
deceived. 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Two 
 
Verse 3.  “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led 
astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 
 -  That’s Satan’s main focus: to keep us from pure devotion to Jesus. 
  •  How does he do it?  DECEPTION. 
  
•  Satan was so clever, cunning and crafty that he had convinced many of the Corinthians it was Paul who 
was the cunning one.  (2 Corinthians 12:16) 
 -  They had fallen for the phony baloney of false teachers. 
 
Dr. Kent Hughes: “The wolves in the church that devour sheep do not howl and bare their teeth.  They 
come in sheep’s clothing, smiling, reciting Scripture, full of understanding, promising something more 
than Christ.” 
 
D.A. Carson: “From the time of the Fall to the present day, men and women have frequently succumbed 
to the deceptive devices of the devil.  Christians are especially open to the kind of cunning deceit that 
combines the language of faith and religion with the content of self-interest and flattery.  We like to be 
told how special we are, how wise, how blessed ... We like to have our Christianity shaped less by the 
cross than by triumphalism or rules or charismatic leaders or subjective experience.  And if this shaping 
can be coated with assurances of orthodoxy, complete with cliché, we may not detect the presence of 
the arch-deceiver, nor see that we are being weaned away from ‘sincere and pure devotion to Christ’ to 
a “different gospel’.” 
 
•  Paul knew there was ANOTHER SUITOR involved here, trying to steal the hearts of the people away 
from Christ. 
  
He also warned them about ... 
 (2) ANOTHER SAVIOR AND ANOTHER GOSPEL (2 Corinthians 11:4) 
 -  Verse 4, could be better translated, “Since” because Paul wasn’t writing about a hypothetical 
 situation.   
 -  He was addressing the fact false teachers had come promoting another Savior and another 
Gospel. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “An aberrant Christology has always been the hallmark of false religions and cults.  
Instead of viewing Jesus as the eternal second person of the Trinity, who became a man and died as an 
atoning sacrifice for sin, they see him as a prophet, guru, avatar, social or political revolutionary, Michael 
the archangel, a spirit child of God, an emanation from God – anything but the true God in flesh.  
Although the false apostles outwardly identified with Jesus, the Jesus they preached was not the Jesus 
of Scripture.” 
 
•  Not only did they come promoting ANOTHER SAVIOR, they came in another spirit (vs. 4b). 
 -  Not the Holy Spirit, whom the Corinthians had received at Salvation. 
 -  This was a demonic spirit. 
  •  All false teaching originates from Satan and his demonic hosts. 
 
1 Timothy 4:1, “Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by 
devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons.” 
 -  False prophets and false teachers use spiritual terms but their teaching comes from a different 
 spirit – a demonic one. 
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HOW CAN YOU TELL THE DIFFERENCE? 
 
1 John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 
 
1 John 4:6, “Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us.  By this we 
know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 
  False teachers are famous for several things: 
  1. Interpretations of Scripture or revelations no one else has ever heard before. 
  2. Claim a special knowledge, gift, insight, etc., that no one else has. 
  3. Have a problem with submission to other, recognized spiritual leaders. 
  4. Are accountable to no one except themselves. 
  
Verse 4c.  The result of preaching another Jesus in the power of another spirit was another gospel. 
 -  Ironically, instead of rejecting this heresy, the Corinthians received it and rejected Paul. 
 
•  That’s how subtle the seduction can be.  And why it’s so dangerous. 
  
ILL.  This is a HUGE ISSUE right now in our country.  
 -  Does it really matter what someone believes?  And if someone calls themselves a Christian, isn’t 
 that good enough? 
 -  Robert Jeffress has taken a lot of heat for saying Mormons are not Christians. 
 
•  People, even conservative, Bible believing Christians have reacted with shock that he would suggest 
that. 
 -  Mormons are not Christians. 
  •  They preach another Jesus, who was the half-brother of Satan and teach he was married. 
  •  Their Jesus is a separate god apart from the Father. 
  •  There is no Trinity. 
  •  They claim God was a man and has a physical body.  And he’s married. 
  •  They believe that eventually all good Mormons will become gods themselves. 
  •  They teach that Jesus’ death on the cross doesn’t provide full atonement. 
  •  They teach a works-oriented salvation. 
  •  And they have “another testament of Jesus Christ.”  
  •  It wasn’t until 1978 that people of African ancestry were granted full access to the Mormon  
  priesthood and privileges. 
 
(1) ANOTHER SUITOR – SATAN 
(2) ANOTHER JESUS AND ANOTHER GOSPEL 
 
Third, Paul warned them about ... 
(3) ANOTHER ATTACK (2 Corinthians 11:5-12) 
 Basically, it was a three-fold attack. 
 (a) They attacked his: Competence (vs. 5) 
 (b) They attacked his: Communication (vs. 6) 
 (c) They attacked his: Conduct (vs. 7-9) 
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•  They said Paul couldn’t measure up to them, the false teachers, the “super-apostles.” (vs. 5) 
•  They said Paul couldn’t speak very well.  They were slick orators.  (vs. 6) 
•  They said Paul couldn’t have been legit because he didn’t charge for his ministry like they did. (vs. 7-
10). 
 
•  He summarizes his response in verses 10-12. 
 -  Paul said, “I’m not going to stop calling out these false apostles and will do everything in my 
 power to undermine their deception. 
 
Then, Paul concludes with the bottom line to all this.  This is the ... 
(4) SAME OLD DECEIVER AND THE  SAME OLD DECEPTION (2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 
 -  These three verses frame the heart of this section of Scripture. 
 -  Paul forcefully and fearlessly denounced these false apostles. 
  •  Unlike many today, Paul wasn’t willing to sacrifice truth for the sake of unity. 
 -  When the honor of God and Christ and the truth of the gospel and Scripture are at stake, it’s 
 no time for equivocation or accommodation. 
 -  Verse 13.  These are the servants of Satan, masquerading as true men of God. 
 -  Verse 14, “And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.” 
   
•  Ironically, on top of every Mormon temple is an angel with a trumpet. 
 -  The angel is called “Moroni,” the angel of light. 
 
ILL.  In the 1974 edition of “Doctrine & Covenants,” in the introduction it says, “Moroni, an angel of light, 
who revealed the resting place of the ancient record, from which the Book of Mormon was afterward 
translated.”  Then,  if you look up “Angel of Light” in the book, “Mormon Doctrine” by Bruce R. McConkie 
(the leading Mormon theologian at the time), it says, “See Devil”. 
 
Verse 15a.  “So it is no surprise if his (Satan’s) servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness.” 
 
How could good people get caught up in something so deceptive and dangerous? 
 -  Does the name Bernie Madoff mean anything to you?  Thousands of people lost millions of 
 dollars. 
  •  He looked successful and smart and word of mouth was his best advertisement. 
 
Why do people get away with stuff like that?  THEY DON’T. 
 -  Just like Bernie Madoff, who now sits in a federal prison for the rest of his life, the false teachers 
 will come to a sudden, shocking and sobering end. 
 
Verse 15.  “Their end will correspond to their deeds.” 
 -   The destiny of false teachers will “correspond to their deeds.” 
 
•  Satan’s ultimate fate will be eternal punishment in the lake of fire!  (Revelation 20:10) 
 -  An equally fearful punishment awaits all false teachers.  (Matthew 7:21-23) 
 
•  False teachers can do a lot of damage with their lies and deception. 
 -  “So why doesn’t God stop it?”  HE WILL. 
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•  Jesus said, “Let the tares grow along with the wheat.  One day God will come and separate the wheat 
from the tares.  The tares will be gathered in bundles to be burned.”  (Matthew 13). 
 
•  We need to be diligent and discerning, vigilant and courageous. 
 
•  We need to ask God for His wisdom so we can know the truth and avoid being seduced. 
 
•  And we need to ask for His power so we can courageously confront and expose Satan’s lies. 


