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“THE MARKS OF AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN MINISTRY” 
 (Text: 2 Corinthians 10:7-18)  

 
Dr. John MacArthur: “Ever since he deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden, Satan has assaulted God’s 
truth with lies.  He and the purveyors of his demon doctrines have lured multitudes onto the broad path 
that leads to eternal destruction.  The leaders of God’s people must therefore vigilantly guard those 
entrusted to their care from those who would lead them astray.  Throughout redemptive history, God’s 
watchmen have sounded the alarm, alerting God’s people to the ever-present danger posed by satanic 
false teachers.” 
 
•  Paul never mentions the exact nature of the heresy, which the false apostles had come up with to 
seduce the Corinthians. 
 -  Ironically, it really doesn’t matter.   
 -  Satan and his demons don’t care what people believe – as long as they don’t believe the truth. 
 
•  There are some characteristics of these false teachers and their false teaching that can be discovered 
from Paul’s letter: 
 1. They came from outside the church (2 Corinthians 11:4; 10:14) 
  •  Paul had been the first to preach the gospel in Corinth.  He started the church. 
  •  Nothing about their false claims could be verified.  Thus reaffirming the axiom: “all experts  
  are from out of town.” 
 2. They claimed superior apostolic authority (2 Corinthians 11:5) 
  •  However, the risen Lord hadn’t appeared to any of them as He had appeared to Paul (Acts  
  22:17-21). 
 3. They were Jews who claimed to truly represent the religion of the Messiah (2 Corinthians  
 11:22)  
  •  They sought to impose Jewish customs on this Gentile congregation at Corinth. 
  •  And were guilty of preaching “another Jesus” and “another gospel.” (2 Corinthians 11:4) 
 4. They claimed to have some kind of secret, mystical knowledge (2 Corinthians 10:4) 
  •  Which was nothing more than “empty speculation” and “lofty opinions” raised against the  
   knowledge of God. 
 5. They used the popular rhetoric so prized in the Greek culture (2 Corinthians 11:6) 
  •  They ridiculed Paul for being “unskilled in speaking.” 
 6. They embraced a false gospel of grace that allowed anything and everything (2    
  Corinthians 12:21) 
  •  The resulting fruit was “impurity, sexual immorality and sensuality” of every kind. 
  •  It’s popular because people love a Jesus that lets them live like the devil and still go to   
   Heaven. 
   -  But that’s not the Jesus of the Bible! 
 7. They were in it for money (2 Corinthians 11:7-8) 
  •  They mocked Paul’s teaching since he didn’t charge for it. 
  •  They preached a gospel of prosperity but like their contemporary counterparts, they were the 
   ones who really prospered. 
 
•  In the last four chapters of this epistle, we find a powerful defense of Paul’s apostleship. 
 -  Verses 7-18 are a vital core of that defense. 
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•  Paul challenges the Corinthians to make a sound judgment on the evidence. Not upon what they have 
heard or even what they are seeing. 
 
Verse 7.  “Look at what is before your eyes.”  (NAS: “You are looking at things as they are outwardly.”) 
 -  That’s always a great mistake. 
 
Samuel nearly made that mistake when He’d been sent by God to anoint a new king to replace Saul. 
 -  He went to Jesse’s house and was immediately impressed with the oldest son, Eliab, a handsome, 
 muscular young man and he said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before me.” (1 Samuel 16:6) 
  
Verse 7, “But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him.  For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
 -  Samuel looked over 7 of Jesse’s 8 sons before he met young David, who didn’t look like a king. 
 -  1 Samuel 16:12, “The Lord said, ‘Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 
 
•  Goliath made the same mistake.  The Bible says, “He disdained (David) for he was but a youth.” 
•  David’s brothers made the same mistake, “What are you doing here?  You need to go back home.” 
•  Saul made the same mistake.  “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for you 
are but a youth” (1 Samuel 17:33). 
 -  Saul even tried to get David to wear his armor. 
 
•  Paul commanded the Corinthians to look at what was obvious; to consider the facts and the evidence 
that was right in front of them. 
 -  If they did, the obvious conclusion was that Paul was a true apostle and his adversaries were the 
 deceivers. 
 
(1) HIS RESPONSE (2 Corinthians 10:7-11) 
 -  Verse 7, “If anyone ...” might be a reference to the ringleader there in Corinth. 
 -  Whoever he was, he and his following imagined they had some kind of special relationship to 
 Christ that no one else, including Paul, had. 
 -  They presented themselves as a “cut above” everyone else spiritually. 
 -  The false apostles claimed to represent Christ but had no objective evidence to support that claim. 
  •  They had no track record of sinners converted, churches started or saints built up. 
  •  They just showed up with their lies that sounded like the truth in an attempt to discredit Paul 
  and draw away disciples after themselves. 
  
 (a) His authority was a fact (vs. 8). 
  •  He had genuine, apostolic authority.  Not some self-appointed, self-anointed deal. 
  •  Paul’s apostolic authority came from none other than the Lord, Himself. 
   -  And he says that authority was for building up the Corinthians, not building himself up  
   or building his own kingdom.  (Which false teachers always try to do.) 
 
 (b) His authority was to be feared (vs. 9-11) 
  •  The false teachers said that Paul was just trying to frighten them but wouldn’t back it up. 
  •  Vs. 10.  “Just look at the guy or listen to him.  You don’t need to be concerned about him.” 
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•  Paul wanted to be clear that he would be just as bold and courageous in person as he had been in 
print. 
 -  The fact is the false teachers are the ones who are bold until someone confronts them. 
  •  When they’re confronted with the truth they turn into “Howard the Coward.” 
  
•  They’re a classic illustration of the Proverb that says: “the first to present his case seems right, till 
another comes forward and questions him.”  (Proverbs 18:17) 
 
(2) HIS RIDICULE (2 Corinthians 10:12-13) 
 -  As Paul turns up the heat, he indulges in appropriate satirical irony. 
 
 (a) He would never employ their measuring rod (vs. 12) 
  •  Ever hear the phrase, “Don’t break your arm patting yourself on the back?” 
  •  These false teachers praised each other, praised themselves and commended themselves. 
   
•  They had phony credentials and foolish comparisons which always made themselves look good. 
 -  Paul was an authentic apostle.  They were frauds. 
 
John Phillips: “It was almost incredible that these people could find a following, that some in the church 
actually rallied around these quack doctors, who wrote their own diplomas, and, in so doing, turn their 
back upon the very one who had led them to Christ.” 
 
Dr. Kent Hughes, “2 Corinthians 10:12-17 reminds me of Hollywood.  Its unspectacular architecture and 
the restricted size of Hollywood are remarkable in themselves.  It’s not much of a place.  Yet so many 
there seem to imagine that their town and (by association) they themselves are the center of the 
universe, not unlike Corinth in Paul’s day.  Consider:  Hollywood’s notorious groupthink.  Hollywood’s 
creation of its own value system.  Hollywood’s proliferation of self-congratulating societies such as The 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, which awards its favorite denizens provided they brook its 
values.  It’s a city of perpetual award ceremonies.  A city of illusion, bereft of understanding.  Hollywood 
is a culture not unlike that which opposed Paul in Corinth.” 
 
 (a) He would never employ their measuring rod (vs. 12) 
 (b) He could never enjoy their mistaken results (vs. 13) 
  •  Paul had plenty he could legitimately boast about without making false claims. 

•  The false teachers, on the other hand, had nothing to boast about but were attempting to 
take credit for things they’d never done.  Even trying to claim the church at Corinth was their 
work. 

 
•  Paul had been divinely appointed to be the apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15), just as Peter had been 
appointed by God to be the apostle to the Jews (Galatians 2:8). 
 -  The planting and the growth of the church at Corinth was well within the scope of Paul’s 
 ministry. 
 -  But he refused to do what the false teachers were doing:  they had no legitimate accomplishments 
 of their own.  But they had no problem taking credit for the accomplishments of others. 
  •  They were mistaken if they somehow thought that would be credible in God’s sight. 
 
(1) HIS RESPONSE.  (2)  HIS RIDICULE 
(3) HIS RATIONALE (2 Corinthians 10:14-15) 
 -  Paul lived his life with specific guidelines. 
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 (a) He was concerned with his own field (vs. 14) 
  •  He hadn’t intruded on the false teachers.  It was the other way around. 
  •  He started the church and Corinth was a part of the Gentile world he’d been called and   
  commissioned to reach for Christ. 
 
Acts 18:9-11, “And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and 
do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who 
are my people.’  And he stayed there a year and six months (18 mos.), teaching the Word of God among 
them.”  
 
 (b) He was content with his own fruit (vs. 15a) 
  •  He didn’t try to take credit for the work of other men.  
  •  Nor did he attempt to steal the converts of others (something the false teachers were doing!) 
 
 (c) He was consumed with his own flock (vs. 15b) 
  •  “But our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of influence among you may be greatly 
  enlarged.” 
  •  He wanted to help the Corinthians grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, Jesus Christ 
  and to help the church grow so it could reproduce itself in others and in other churches. 
 
Finally, notice ... 
(4) HIS RESOLVE (2 Corinthians 10:16-18) 
 -  It was actually a threefold resolve: 
 
 (a) He wanted to extend his reach (vs. 16) 
  •  He wanted to reach more people for Christ.  That’s it.  Period. 
  •  Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
  •  Matthew 28:18-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the  
  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I  
  have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
   
•  False teachers aren’t soul winners – they’re sheep stealers. 
 -  They specialize in drawing away disciples after themselves. 
   
  •  Matthew 4:19, “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 
   -  If you’re not catching men and women and boys and girls for Christ, you’re not    
  following Christ. 
 
 (b) He wanted to exalt his Redeemer (vs. 17) 
  • “If we’re going to brag about anything, let’s get people to brag about Jesus!” 
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty 
man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that 
he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth.  For in these things I delight,’ declares the Lord.” 
  
•  We can’t live the Christian life for two seconds apart from the indwelling Christ. 
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•  That’s why Paul says, “if you get the desire to boast, you need to boast in the Lord.” 
 
 (a) He wanted to extend his reach (vs. 16) 
 (b)   He wanted to exalt his Redeemer (vs. 17) 
 (c) He wanted to expect his reward (vs. 18) 
 
  •  The false teachers could commend themselves all they wanted. 
  •  They could brag all they wanted about what they’d done and how they had the truth and how 
  everyone else was wrong. 
  •  They could affirm and commend each other as much as they wanted. 
 
•  But Paul knew the only commendation that counts is the one that comes from Christ. 
 -  It was the only reward that counted. 
 
That’s why, at the end of his life and ministry here on earth, he wrote these words to Timothy: 
 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that Day, 
and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.”  (2 Timothy 4:7-8) 
 
 
  


