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“THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE” 
 (Text: 2 Corinthians 10:1-6)  

 
•  In our text this morning, we come to a turning point in this epistle. 
 -  It’s obvious by the language Paul uses. 
 
Verse 3.  “For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.” 
Verse 4.  “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds.” 
 
Some people mistakenly believe the Christian life is an AMUSEMENT PARK. 
 -  They can choose which rides they want to go on and which ones they don’t. 
 -  They can do anything they want, whenever they want and just have fun.   
 -  At the end of the day, they can leave it all behind and go home. 
 
2 Timothy 4:7. When Paul came to the end of his life, he said, “I have fought the good fight.” 
 -  He looked back over his life and realized it had been a war.  An incessant, unrelenting battle. 
  •  From the day of his conversion to the very end, Paul was in a war.  So are we. 
 
•  Paul told Timothy to “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 2:3) 
 
•  The Christian life is a war where every single one of us face three formidable foes every day: 
 (1) The WORLD, (2) The FLESH, and (3) The Devil. 
 
Ephesians 6:12, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places.” 
 -  The Apostle Paul stayed on the front lines every single day. 
  •  He never turned his back on the battle but fearlessly engaged the enemies of God. 
 
•  He didn’t fight for himself.  He fought for the truth of God.  He fought for the honor of Christ. 
 -  He never fought for personal achievement, personal gain or comfort. 
 -  It was his love for the truth, his love for the Savior, his love for sinners and his love for the saints 
 that compelled him to “fight the good fight of faith” every day. 
 
•  If Paul had to defend himself, which he does here in 2 Corinthians, it wasn’t to preserve himself. 
 -  He was ready to die, if necessary. 
 -  Rather, he fought to preserve the opportunity to proclaim the truth of God. 
 
We’ve already seen the battle going on in Corinth. 
 -  The church had become an unbelievable mess and Paul was under constant attack. 
 -  False teachers and false apostles were relentless in their efforts to scandalize his good name 
 so  they could destroy people’s confidence in him. 
  •  Then, they could step in, take his place, and teach their satanic lies. 
 
•  They were hypocritical false teachers energized by seducing spirits teaching doctrines of demons. 
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• They’d had a great impact on the church at Corinth and even successfully managed a mutiny against 
Paul and the truth. 
 -  Paul had addressed that and the majority of the church had repented. 
  •  They’d reaffirmed their love for him and the truth of what he preached. 
  •  They’d participated in a wonderful, sacrificial love offering for the poor saints in Jerusalem. 
 
But Paul knew what every one of us needs to know:  the battle is never over! 
 -  The devil will never give up until Jesus takes him down. 
  
•  There were still pockets of resistance.  There were still individuals, false teachers and their naïve and 
gullible disciples, who were resisting Paul and the truth. 
 -  There were still some who’d been poisoned and, although quiet for now, weren’t going to quit 
 without a fight. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman said, “This is an instructive theme for us, because there are false teachers all around 
us, within and outside of the church.  Some of these false teachers are easy to spot.  Some are 
dangerously subtle.  All false teachers have this in common:  Whether they know it or not, they are used 
by Satan to derail the church and rob Christians of their liberty and joy in the Lord.” 
 
•  So, in this final section of 2nd Corinthians, Paul addresses the remaining remnant of rebels, the false 
teachers and their spiritually feeble followers. 
  
Chapters 10 –13 are directed at those who continued to resist Paul’s authority and his teaching. 
 -  The last four chapters are aimed at the hostile minority still disloyal to the truth. 
  •  Paul gives them time to repent before he comes. 
  •  He warns them, as a good soldier, that he’s ready and will go to war with all his guns blazing. 
 
•  That’s really the tone of this final section.  It’s a battle strategy to deal with the misfits and malcontents. 
 -  Paul will be going to Corinth in a few months.  But before he does, he warns them to repent or 
 leave. 
 
(1) THE WARFARE WE FACE (2 Corinthians 10:1-2) 
 (a) Demands Christlikeness (vs. 1a) 
  •  Paul begins by stating his unwillingness to engage in a conflict. 
  •  The best soldiers see war only as a last resort. 
   -  They don’t want to use force unless it’s absolutely necessary. 
   -  The best soldiers seek every avenue for peace before they ever engage in war. 
  •  “I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ ...” 
 
“Meekness” isn’t “weakness,” even though our English word carries that connotation. 
 -  In the original text, it doesn’t suggest anything close to that. 
 
Dr. John Phillips: “We see it (meekness) by Jesus when confronted by His foes and when standing trial 
before Caiaphas, Herod, and Pilate.  He had twelve legions of angels at His command, yet He responded 
to His foes in dignified silence and with quiet authority.  All their lies, distortions, threats, insinuations, 
and provocations provoked Him not at all.” 
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•  “Gentleness” can also be rendered “sweet reasonableness.” 
 -  Meekness has to do with a mental attitude.  Gentleness has to do with equity and justice. 
  •  It suggests kindness. 
 
ILL.  When we were kids and were involved in wrestling or some other kind of brotherly activity upstairs 
that we knew we shouldn’t be doing, dad would come to the bottom of the stairs and say, “Do I need to 
come up there?”  It was a warning, in meekness and gentleness, serving notice that we could handle 
the problem ourselves or he would come handle it for us. 
 
•  Paul’s doing a similar thing here.  He’s warning the false teachers and their deceived disciples they 
need to stop their rebellion and get back on the right track or he’d come and deal with them. 
 
 The WARFARE we FACE Demands Christlikeness.  It also ... 
 (b) Demands Confrontation (vs. 1b) 
  •  “I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ – I who am humble  
  when face to face with you, but bold toward you when I am away!” 
  •  Paul’s quoting one of their accusations.  And yes, he’s being sarcastic. 
 
•  His critics said Paul was weak and wimpy when he was with people face to face.  He lacked courage.  
He was a coward.  But when he got away from Corinth he got bold and wrote fierce letters. 
 
•  So Paul turns the tables on them and says, “You say I’m meek and weak when I’m face to face with you 
and bold when I’m away?  Well, let me be meek when I’m away for a moment and urge you by the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ to stop your rebellion.” 
 -  There was no personal anger here.  No personal vengeance.  No hatred.  No rage. 
 -  But he IS confronting them.  The warfare we face demands it. 
 
He moves from humility to humiliation. 
 -  They would’ve been surprised to know that Paul knew what they’d been saying about him. 
 -  False teachers and troublemakers don’t like to be held accountable for what they say. 
  •  They don’t like to talk directly to the person they’re attacking.   
  •  Nor do they like to be confronted.   
 
John 10.  Sheep and the shepherd.  The role of the shepherd is to “protect the flock.” 
 
Acts 20:28-31.  “Keep watch over the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.” 
 -  Paul warned the Ephesian elders about the “fierce wolves” who would come from the outside 
 and those who would rise up from the inside. 
 
(NIV) “Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 
disciples after them.” 
 
John 2:13-17.  Jesus made a whip of cords and drove the moneychangers out of the temple. 
 -  The disciples were amazed at His response. 
 
•  Do you get passionate about God and the things of God?  Or could you care less? 
 -  People get all fired up about the wrong things and not fired up about the right things. 
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 The WARFARE we FACE Demands Christlikeness, Demands Confrontation.  It also ... 
 (c) Demands Courage (vs. 2) 
  •  Paul says, “I’m begging you, I’m pleading with you that I don’t have to come and be bold  
  with you when I arrive.  I will but I’d rather not.  I’d rather you start doing what’s right.” 
  •  His critics tried to convince the Corinthians that Paul was weak and wasn’t worth following.   
 “He talks big but he’s really a coward.  You don’t need to fear him.” 
 
One commentator said, “Paul’s courageous life speaks for itself.  He faced hostile mobs, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, shipwrecks, and plots on his life.  Paul fearlessly proclaimed the gospel before the 
Jewish Sanhedrin, Roman governors, King Herod Agrippa, even the emperor.  He also confronted those 
who proclaimed false doctrine.  Nor did he shrink even from publicly rebuking Peter, the leader of the 
Twelve.” 
 
•  Another accusation they made against Paul was that he “walked according to the flesh.” (vs. 2d) 
 -  He didn’t.  His accusers did and they were trying to hide their own sin behind him. 
 -  Paul was innocent of their charges but they claimed because he didn’t fight back it was  proof that 
 what they were saying was true. 
 
Proverbs 18:17, “The first to present his case seems right till another comes forward and questions him.” 
 
•  So, Paul said, “I’m begging you not to make me come down there and show everyone how bold and 
courageous I can be. 
 
The WARFARE We FACE. 
(2) THE WEAPONS WE USE (2 Corinthians 10:3-6) 
 Paul makes two incredible claims about the weapons we use: 
 (a) They Are Supernatural (vs. 3-4)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
  •  Paul says, “You claim I walk according to the flesh, and I do in the sense that I’m human.   
  But here’s what you need to know: the weapons I use are not your weapons.”  
  •  “When I come and make war, it will be with weapons you won’t be able to stand against.” 
 
•  The phrase “waging war” is a word from which we get our word: “strategic” or “strategy.” 
 -  It’s a word used four times in the N.T. 
 
•  Life and ministry for Paul was a war.  It is for all of us.   
 -  But we don’t have to fight it with human weapons. 
  •  We’re human but we don’t use human weapons. 
 
Verse 4.  “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds.”  
 -  “Fortresses,” or “Fortifications.”  The word can also mean, “prison.” 
 
•  People get entrenched in these great fortresses not realizing they’re also imprisoned in them as well. 
 -  The very place they think is their refuge is their prison.  And their fortress becomes their tomb. 
   
•  Human weapons can’t fight the kingdom of darkness. 
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•  Human weapons can’t deal with principalities and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies. 
 -  Human weapons can’t fight on that level. 
 -  Human weapons can’t liberate souls from the kingdom of darkness. 
 -  Human weapons can’t transform human souls. 
 -  Human weapons can’t sanctify saints. 
  
 The WEAPONS WE USE Are SUPERNATURAL ... 
 (b) They Are Also Successful (vs. 5-6) 
  •  What are these fortresses, these strongholds that our supernatural weapons can destroy? 
   - The fortresses aren’t demons.  Rather, they are ideologies. 
   
•  These weapons are successful against three things:   
 1. Man’s deceptive fancies (vs. 5a), 
 2. Man’s defensive follies (vs. 5b) 
 3. Man’s disbelieving fables (vs. 5c) 
 
1. Arguments (LOGISMOS – “reasonings,” “disputations.”) 
 -  Thoughts and ideas, philosophies, theories, ideologies, religions, every argument against God. 
    
2. Every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God 
 -  The pride of man’s own intelligence, lofty ideas and speculations.  Higher education. 
 
3. Every thought. 
 -  The prisoners of war in this campaign are the high and mighty thoughts of those who rebel against 
 the truth of God. 
 
•  Every unbeliever has a fortress in which they attempt to hide from the true knowledge of God. 
 -  Philosophy, psychology, world religions, cults, apostate forms of Christianity, evolution, atheism. 
 
•  The objective of our warfare is to change how people think – to “take every thought captive to obey 
Christ” (vs. 5c). 
  
 -  Only one weapon can do that – the TRUTH.  The Word of God (Ephesians 6:17, “the sword of 
 the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 
 
Verse 6.  Every soldier understands the importance of timing in a conflict. 
 -  In a war, you always give people the opportunity to surrender first. 
 
•  Paul was giving everyone an opportunity to take their stand.  
 -  That way it would be clear who accepted the truth and who rejected it. 
 
•  Those who continued to defy his authority and deceive those he’d loved and led to faith in Christ. 
 -  Those who continued to attempt to dilute the truth and draw away disciples. 
 -  Those who continued to attack the integrity and character of Paul ... were being put on notice 
 that a war was coming. 
  •  It would be war like nothing they’d ever seen.  And they’d lose! 


