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 “2nd Corinthians” Series, Message #22                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“GOD’S PRESCRIPTION FOR PROSPERITY” 
 (Text: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15)  

 
•  We come to the conclusion of Paul’s teaching here in Chapters 8-9 on Christian giving. 
 -  These two chapters contain the richest, most detailed model for sacrificial giving in the New  
 Testament. 
 -  Yet, Paul never mentions the word MONEY once. 
  •  MONEY is never the issue when it comes to giving.  It’s all about our HEART. 
 
•  As he concludes this passage, in vs. 6, Paul says: “The point is this ...” 
 -  He’s going to narrow the target in these verses and zero in on the bull’s-eye. 
 -  What he’s about to say here is so clear there’s no way on earth you and I can miss it. 
 
•  I love it when people get to “the point.”  Don’t you? 
 -  I hate it when people are talking to you and you feel like you’re the victim of a filibuster. 
 -  Or it’s like they’ve started reading the phone book. 
  •  You want to scream: “Get to the point.” 
 
•  Paul does that here in these verses.  READ: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 
•  So far, Paul has already talked about THE GRACE OF GIVING and how we can GROW IN THE GRACE 
OF GIVING. 
 -  Last week, we saw how he defined STEWARDSHIP THAT HONORS GOD and what’s involved in 
all that.  (Integrity, Reliability, and Sincerity). 
 
•  This morning, he’s going to give us GOD’S PRESCRIPTION FOR PROSPERITY. 
 -  As you might expect, it’s completely different from what the world says. 
  
(1) HERE’S THE POINT (2 Corinthians 9:6-9) 
 -  Paul begins by getting right to the point and he’s going to talk about “sowing and reaping.” 
 
 First of all, there’s ... 
 (a) A Supernatural Law (vs. 6) 
  •  “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also  
  reap bountifully.” 
  •  Everything God does on earth comes from a seed.  (Did you realize that?) 
 
Genesis 8:22, “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day 
and night, shall not cease.” 
 -  There’s a Supernatural Law no one can break:  “the law of sowing and reaping.” 
 
Galatians 6:7, “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.” 
 
  Notice how that works ... 
  1. In The Spiritual Realm.  How did Jesus come to earth? 
   -  He came according to the principle of seedtime and harvest. 
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Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; 
 He shall bruise your head,  and you shall bruise His heel.” (NKJV) 
 -  The Holy Spirit planted a Seed into Mary’s womb and the kingdom of Satan was defeated. 
 -  Through the Seed, Jesus Christ, we have salvation. 
 
  2. In The Physical Realm.  How did you come into this world? 
   -  You came according to the principle of seedtime and harvest. 
   -  Those two events were separated by nine months. 
 
  3. In The Financial Realm.  How do the blessings of Heaven come into this world and into  
  your hands? 
   -  It’s the same principle: the principle of seedtime and harvest. 
  
Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 
 
You can do three things with seed:  1.   Eat it     2.  Feed it to your cows     3.  Sow it 
 
•  Paul says, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.” 
 -  Without SEEDTIME, it’s impossible to have HARVEST time! 
 -  If you give nothing ... you get nothing. 
 
Dr. Adrian Rogers: “It’s what you sow that multiplies, not what you keep in the barn.”     
 
•  The world says, “Get all you can, can all you get.  Sit on the lid and poison the rest.” 
 -  God says, “Give and it shall be given to you.  Sow sparingly, reap sparingly.  Sow generously, 
 reap generously.” 
 -  YOU and I determine our harvest by how we sow.  How we give or how we don’t give. 
  •   There’s a Supernatural Law no one can break.  “The law of sowing and reaping.” 
 
 There’s also ... 
 (b) A Supernatural Lesson (vs. 7-9) 
  Notice three things: 
  1. Where God Looks (vs. 7)  God looks on the heart.   
   -  Money isn’t the issue when it comes to giving.  It’s our HEART. 
    •  Do we give out of a sense of DEVOTION? (vs. 7a) 
     -  “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart ...” 
     -  Out of the goodness of an overflowing heart of love and gratitude. 
    •  Do we give out of a sense of DUTY? (vs. 7b) 
     -  “Not reluctantly.”  (“Well, I really need to do this.”) 
     -  “Grudgingly.”  Literally, “out of sorrow, grief or pain.” 
      •  Not because someone pressured us to do it. 
 
    •  Do we give out of a sense of DISCIPLINE?  (vs. 7c) 
     -  “Not under compulsion.”  “Of necessity.” 
     -  “I don’t want to do this but I need to or else.” 
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  Where God Looks – He looks at our heart.  What’s the motive?  Why are we giving? 
  2. Who God Loves (vs. 7d)   
   -  “God loves a cheerful giver.”  (HILAROS.  English: HILARIOUS) 
    •  God loves people who love to give. 
 
  3. How God Lavishes (vs. 8) 
   -  “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all  
   things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” 
   -  All grace, all sufficiency, all things, all times. 
   -  When we give generously and cheerfully, God will meet every need we have. 
    •  The affirmations are as emphatic as the language can make them. 
    •  All grace, all sufficiency, all things, all times. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “God gives back magnanimously so as to make all grace abound to Christians who 
give generously.  He gives so freely and abundantly that His children will always have all sufficiency in 
everything.  In this context, that refers primarily to material resources, because the harvest must be of the 
same nature as the seed.  Having sown material wealth by their giving, believers will reap an abundant 
harvest of material blessing in return.  God graciously replenishes what they give so that they lack 
nothing; He will continuously provide the generous giver with the means of further expressing that 
generosity.” 
 
“So you may abound in every good work.”  God doesn’t give back to us so we can consume it on our 
own desires with bigger cars, better homes and bulkier jewelry. 
 -  God supplies our needs and replenishes our resources so we can have an abundance for every 
 good work.  He gives us more so we can give more! 
 
Verse 9.  Just in case someone would think this is some kind of radically new social welfare plan he’d 
concocted, Paul quotes Psalm 112:9 to show this has always been God’s plan. 
 “As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures 
 forever.” 
 
•  Because the generous giver has distributed freely and given to the poor, his righteousness endures 
forever.  (God will replenish and reward him both in time and eternity.) 
 
Deuteronomy 15:10-11 illustrates the point. 
 -  In vs. 10, God said, through Moses, “You shall give to him (the poor man) freely, and your heart 
 shall not be grudging when you give to him, because for this the Lord your God will bless you in all 
 your work and in all you undertake.” 
  •  Those who were generous in giving to the needy received God’s material blessings. 
 -  Unlike the rich fool in Jesus’ parable who said he would tear down his barns and build bigger 
 ones.  (Luke 12:18-19) 
 
That’s THE POINT:  A Supernatural Law and A Supernatural Lesson. 
(2) HERE’S THE PLAN (2 Corinthians 9:10-14) 
 -  How does God do all this?  How does He “make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
 sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work”? 
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 (a) God meets our needs (vs. 10a) 
  •  “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
  sowing ...” 
 
•  Men don’t create seed.  God does.  God created all the earth’s vegetation. 
 -  The seed God provided is sown into the soil, which God also provided. 
 -  The rains come, which God provides, and the sun shines, which God also provided. 
  •  They all interact in a process called the miracle of germination and growth. 
 -  Then the farmer gathers the harvest, the wheat, or corn or barley from which bread is made. 
 
•  The process is so natural we take it for granted.  Yet it’s all a miracle – a miracle of God. 
 
What’s true of GRAIN is true of GIVING (vs. 10a). 
 -  The same God, Who provides the grain and the ground and the growth that provides bread for 
 food, will multiply generous givers’ seed for sowing. 
  •  God meets our needs so we have more than enough to LIVE.   
   -  God also meets our needs so we have more than enough to GIVE! 
 
 (b) God multiplies our seeds (vs. 10b-11) 
  •  He “will increase the harvest of your righteousness and you will be made rich in every way  
  so you can be generous on every occasion.” 
   - God doesn’t just meet our needs.  He also multiplies our seeds. 
    •  The more we give the more He gives to us to give. 
 
•  It’s verse 6 all over again.  When we sow generously we reap generously! 
 -  It’s an ever-expanding cycle of giving and receiving and giving more. 
 
 (c) God magnifies our reach (vs. 12-14) 
  1. Poor Are Supplied (vs. 12a) 
   -  God uses what we give to meet the needs of others.  (Greatest need is salvation.) 
   -  Jesus said the greatest use of our resources is to help people get to Heaven (Luke 16:9). 
  2. Praise Is Sustained (vs. 12b-13) 
   -  It results in a flood tide of thanksgiving and praise to God that has no end. 
   -  It’s almost as if Paul is saying, “the needs aren’t the issue.  Praising God is.” 
  3. Prayers Are Sent (vs. 14) 
   -  Real unity in the church is based on sound doctrine and mutual prayer. 
   -  The greatest thing we can do is to pray for each other.  
 
•  So, God Meets Our Needs, Multiplies Our Seeds, and Magnifies Our Reach!!  
 
That’s the PLAN. The POINT and the PLAN.  One final thing ... 
(3) HERE’S THE PREMISE (2 Corinthians 9:15)  
 -  Here’s the foundation of it all.  Here’s the reason why we give.  Here’s our motivation. 
 -  “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!”  (NIV/NAS “Indescribable”) 
 
•  God’s gift of the Lord, Jesus Christ is the basis for all Christian giving. 
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•  Jesus was the “grain of wheat (John talked about in John 12:24) that falls into the earth and dies 
 ... but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 
 
•  History records ... the Corinthians responded to Paul’s plea in 2 Corinthians 8-9. 
 -  Sometime after writing the letter, he visited Corinth and remained there about three months. 
 (Acts 20:1-3) 
 
• Do you know what he did while he was there?   He wrote the book of ROMANS. 
 -  Perhaps the greatest book of theology in the Bible. 
 
Romans 15:25-27a, “At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints.  For 
Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at 
Jerusalem.  For they were pleased to do it ...” 
 
•  Are you giving like you ought to give?   
 
•  Are you sowing generously like you ought to sow or are you sowing sparingly? 
 
  
Here’s the bottom line:  Verse 15.  “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!” 
 
 
Isaac Watts wrote these lines: 
 
 When I survey the wondrous cross, On which the Prince of glory died; 
 My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
 Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were an offering far too small. 
 Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
 


