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“3rd John” Series                                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“UGLY TO THE BONE” 
(Text:  3 John 9-13) 

 
•  Tonight, we conclude our study of 3rd John. 
 
•  In 3rd John, John addresses three specific individuals: 
 #1 – Gaius, who was faithful to the truth. 
 #2 – Diotrephes, who rejected the truth. 
 #3 – Demetrius, who personified the truth. 
 
•  Last week, we looked at GAIUS who was Faithful to the Truth! 
 -  Tonight, we’re going to look at Diotrephes who was Ugly to the Bone! 
 
•  That’s not a reference to his physical appearance. 
 -  It’s a reference to his spiritual arrogance.  (Also known as PRIDE.) 
 
•  One of the defining characteristics of every sinful human heart is PRIDE. 
 Proverbs 21:4, “Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin!” 
 
Dr. John MacArthur said, “Pride causes people to forget God, be unfaithful to Him, be ungrateful to Him 
and become an abomination to Him.” 
 
Deuteronomy 8 was a warning from Moses to the Israelites. 
 -  God was about to bless them in ways they never dreamed. 
 -  They were going to move into the Promised Land.  A land of abundance – a land of prosperity. 
 -  A land where God would meet every need with unlimited blessing. 
 
Listen to these verses – Deuteronomy 8:10-14 
“When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land He has given you.  
Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe His commands, His laws and His 
decrees that I am giving you this day.  Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine 
houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase 
and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” 
 
•  It was through PRIDE that sin entered the universe, when Satan sought to exalt himself above God 
(Isaiah 14:12-14). 
 
•  In 1 Timothy 3:6, Paul issues a strong warning for potential leaders in the church. 
 “He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment  
 as the devil.” 
 
C.S. Lewis said, “Pride is the mother of all sins.” 
 -  It’s the root of all envy and jealousy. 
 -  It’s the spark that ignites all gossip and slander. 
 -  Pride causes people who were once humble to humiliate themselves.  
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 -  Pride is the instigator for all selfishness and self-centeredness. 
 -  It’s the initiator for every argument and the hindrance to every apology. 
 
•  Pride is a disrupter, a discourager and a destroyer. 
 
•  It was pride that caused Absalom to stage a coup and attempt to steal the kingdom from his father, 
David (2 Samuel 18:9-15). 
 
•  It was pride that caused Haman to try to get Mordecai killed.  His scheme backfired and he was hung 
from the gallows he had built to hang Haman (Esther 3:1-7:10). 
 
•  It was pride that brought down King Nebuchadnezzar.  He was the genius who built the great Palace 
and Hanging Gardens of Babylon.  He invented air conditioning – using water from aqueducts flowing 
down on foliage. (Daniel 4:30-33). He became a raving lunatic crawling around like an animal. 
 
•  It was pride that destroyed King Herod Agrippa I.  He held a celebration in his own honor (Acts 12:21-
23).  After he spoke, someone said, “This is the voice of a god and not a man.” Because he refused to 
give the glory to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down and he was eaten by worms and died. 
 
•  Even the Lord’s own disciples struggled with the issue of pride.  The mother of James and John asked 
Jesus for preferential treatment for her sons.  When the other disciples heard about it an argument broke 
out. 
 - Listen to what Jesus said in Matthew 20:25-28. 
 
3rd John 9.  Watch how long it takes before PRIDE rears its ugly head here. 
 -  “Diotrephes, who loves to be first ...” 
 
•  In the first 8 verses, John praises Gaius for his faithfulness and compassion. 
 -  Now in verse 9, John rebukes Diotrephes for his personal ambition and perverted actions. 
 
NOTE:  There’s a Gaius in every church.  There’s also a Diotrephes in every church. 
 -  Why is that?  Because, wherever God does His work, the devil will also do his. 
  • You can count on it – like night following day. 
 
Matthew 13.  The parable of the Wheat and the Tares. 
 -  A man sowed good seed in his field.  But while everyone was sleeping an enemy came and  
 sowed weeds among the wheat. 
 -  The devil is always sowing seeds of discord, division, discouragement, doubt, and doctrinal 
 deviation from the truth of God’s Word. 
 
•  That’s why we have to be doctrinally intelligent and eternally vigilant. 
 -  We have to know the truth and we have to battle for the truth. 
  •  That battle won’t end until we die or the Lord comes to get us. 
 
Verse 9.  The phrase “who loves to be first” translates a compound word in the Greek that really means, 
“loves himself first.”  It describes a person who is selfish, self-centered and completely self-seeking. 
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•  In these verses, John indicts Diotrephes on FIVE COUNTS: 
 
(1) He destroyed a letter John had written to the church (vs. 9) 
 -  Apparently, John had written a letter to the church but it had been intercepted and destroyed. 
 -  The fact he was willing to destroy correspondence from an apostle shows how far his  
 arrogance had gone. 
 -  Diotrephes was a man of considerable influence and power and was calling the shots in  
 this church. 
 
(2) He was gossiping maliciously about John and others (vs. 10a) 
 -  No doubt this is a reference to the faithful teachers who traveled from church to church. 
 -  Character assassination is a common ploy of those who seek to elevate themselves. 
 -  KJV: “prating against us with malicious words.” 
  •  The word translated “prating” means “to talk nonsense.” 
   -  These were “false and empty charges.” 
  •  It wasn’t just nonsense.  It was malicious nonsense. 
 -  John was a threat to Diotrephes.  So, Diotrephes attacked John viciously and vociferously. 
 
Verse 10.  “I will call attention to what he is doing.” 
 -  That’s what godly people do.   
 -  You can’t correct what you are unwilling to confront. 
   
•  Sometimes people want to try to remain friends or don’t want to offend anyone.  So they remain silent.   
 -  No.  Every Diotrephes needs to be confronted.  (Kindly and quickly.) 
 
(3) He refused to welcome the brothers (vs. 10b) 
 -  He refused to allow any of the other Bible teachers to come to this church. 
 -  We don’t know if Diotrephes had taken over the pulpit and was preaching himself. 
  •  We do know he was controlling who was and who wasn’t going to preach. 
 -  He could’ve been hiding behind the false notion that he was just keeping the church pure and  
 protecting them from heretics and false teachers. 
 
(4) He stopped others from welcoming the brothers (vs. 10c) 
 -  Diotrephes refused to extend hospitality to visiting teachers and preachers. 
 -  Apparently, he forbid others to do so as well. 
  •  This was probably a warning he issued to the church. 
 
(5) He excommunicated those who defied his directive (vs. 10d) 
 -  John puts his finger on the power Diotrephes was wielding in this church. 
 -  He had usurped the power to the point he was kicking people out of the church. 
 
Note:  This may have actually have happened to Gaius, which would explain why John was telling Gaius 
what was going on with Diotrephes in the church there.  
 
Dr. John MacArthur, “Like most conflicts in the church, this one stemmed from pride.  It was pride that 
caused Diotrephes to slander John, snub the missionaries and eliminate those who defied him.   
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His arrogance led to ambition, which resulted in false, slanderous accusations, defiance toward apostolic 
authority, and the crushing of any opposition to his power.  Sadly, there have always been people like 
Diotrephes in churches.  Even more tragically, many churches, either because they are fearful of them, or 
in the name of tolerance, refuse to deal with their own Diotrephes. The apostle John, however, had no 
hesitation in confronting such a sinner for the good of the church and the honor of Christ.” 
 
Verses 11-12.  Gaius wasn’t going to have to stand alone.  John was sending a trusted colleague. 
 -  Demetrius was no doubt John’s postman, delivering this letter to Gaius. 
  • Diotrephes wouldn’t get the chance to destroy this letter. 
 
Verse 11.  Don’t imitate the evil behavior of Diotrephes and not welcome Demetrius. 
 Note:  Sometimes you get burned and you just say: “Well, I just won’t do that anymore.” 
 
Verse 12.  John gave Demetrius his complete and unqualified endorsement. 
 -  Everyone who knew him testified of his integrity. 
 -  He personified the truth.  He didn’t just love the truth.  He lived it! 
 -  He had the backing of “the Truth itself.” (John 14:6) 
 
•  What a blessing that must’ve been to Gaius to have a man like Demetrius come and stand with him. 
  
•  There’s no encouragement that can match the encouragement of a godly friend. 
  •  You need to be that for someone else. 
 
There are tons of people like Gaius in our world. 
 -  Faithful people who’ve been bruised and broken and become a little weary in the battle and they  
 need you to come and stand with them. 
  •  They need your encouragement. 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25.  You and I need the church – now more than ever. 
 
Verse 13.  This is virtually identical to what he shared in 2nd John 12. 
  
Two things stick out to me from these last two verses: 
 -  John was caring. John was coming. 
 -  John had a lot more he wanted to say but he wanted to do it in person. 
 
•  Gaius had been through a lot with Diotrephes. 
 -  John encourages him to be at peace.   
 -  “You may have been rejected by Diotrephes but you have lots of friends here.” 
 
A final note:  “Greet the friends there by name” (vs. 14c). 
 -  That may sound familiar. 
 -  Jesus, the Good Shepherd of John 10, said He calls His own sheep “by name.” 
 
•  John, was a true shepherd and he planned to come to this distressed flock and deal with their false 
shepherd. 
 -  Until then, he told Gaius, tell them they are being remembered by name. 


