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3rd John,” Series                                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“FAITHFUL TO THE TRUTH” 
(Text:  3 John 1-13) 

 
•  Tonight, we begin our study of 3rd John. 
 
•  2nd John was written to a woman, “To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth.” 
  (2 John 1) 
 -  3rd John is written to a man, “To my dear friend, Gaius, whom I love in the truth.” 
  (3rd John 1) 
 
•  2nd John is marked by anonymity.  Not a single name is mentioned. 
 -  3rd John is marked by complete transparency.  John names names. 
  •  Gaius, Diotrephes and Demetrius. 
 
•  2nd John is written about False Teachers. 
 -  3rd John is written about Faithful Teachers. 
 
•  2nd John warns against “many deceivers.” 
 -  3rd John warns about one, self-appointed “dictator.” 
 
•  2nd John warns about being too soft. 
 -  3rd John warns about being too harsh. 
 
•  Both letters deal with the subject of HOSPITALITY – “entertaining strangers.” 
 
•  The hallmark of genuine Christianity is supposed to be our “love for one another.” 
 -  John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
1 Peter 4:9 says, “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 
Roman 12:13 says, “Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality.” 
Hebrews 13:2, “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained 
angels without knowing it.” 
1 Timothy 3:2. One of the requirements for an elder is that he is to be “hospitable.” 
3 John 8, “We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we may work together for the 
truth.” 
 
•  In 2 John 10-11, he says, “Don’t welcome these people into your home or you’ll be sharing in their 
wicked work.” 
 -  In 3 John 8, he says, “Show hospitality to such men.” 
 
•   John is referring to two completely different groups in these two epistles. 
  2 John – False Teachers 
  3 John – Faithful Teachers 
 
•  The overriding theme in both letters is The Proclamation & Protection of the Truth. 
 -  Hospitality is to be practiced out of love for and obedience to the Truth. 
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•  The TRUTH is a HUGE priority to John ... and should be to us as well. 
 
1 John 1:1, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
life.” 
 
1 John 1:8, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 
 
1 John 2:20-21, “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.  I do not 
write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it and because no lie comes from 
the truth.” 
 
1 John 4:6, “We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does 
not listen to us.  This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.” 
 
2 John 1-4  – Living in the TRUTH. 
2 John 5-6 – Loving because of the TRUTH. 
2 John 7-8 – Loyalty to the TRUTH. 
2 John 9-11 – Guarding the TRUTH. 
 
•  The TRUTH is the theme of this letter as well. 
 -  Especially in the opening section where the word appears FIVE TIMES! 
 
Verse 1.  “The elder ...” 
 
•  John opens both 2 John and 3 John with the same phrase, “The elder.” 
 -  He’s referring not only to his age but also his experiences and his authority. 
 -  Most likely, he’s the last living eyewitness to the life and ministry of Jesus. 
  •  We definitely know he was the last living apostle. 
 
•  “To my dear friend Gaius ... ” 
 -  The name Gaius was a common name in John’s day. 
 -  There are 3 men in the N.T. named Gaius: 
  1. Gaius, the Macedonian who, along with Aristarchus, was with Paul during the riot 
   in Ephesus (Acts 19:29). 
  2. Gaius from Derbe, who represented his church for the offering given to the poor saints 
   in Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). 
  3. Gaius from Corinth, who had been Paul’s host and was undoubtedly known for his  
   gracious hospitality (Romans 16:23) 
   -  This Gaius had been baptized by Paul (1 Corinthians 1:14). 
   -  Tradition holds that this same Gaius became the first Bishop of Thesslonica. 
 
•  It is impossible to identify this individual with any of those three men. 
 -  Apparently, he was a prominent member of this church, located somewhere in Asia Minor. 
 -  Obviously, John knew him personally. 
 
•  John addressed the lady of 2 John as “chosen.”  In 3rd John, he addresses Gaius as “beloved.” 
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•  Every person who loves the Lord, Jesus Christ, is both “chosen” (by God) and loved (or beloved) by 
Him. 
 Colossians 3:12, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved (beloved) ...” 
 
•  In 3 John, John addresses three specific individuals: 
 #1 – Gaius, who was faithful to the truth. 
 #2 – Diotrephes, who rejected the truth. 
 #3 – Demetrius, who personified the truth. 
 
•  In the first 8 verses, John addresses three things in the life of his friend, Gaius: 
 #1 – His Health 
 #2 – His Holy Life 
 #3 – His Hospitality 
 
(1) HIS HEALTH (vs. 1-2) 
 -  Vs. 1.  John dearly loved his friend Gaius. 
 -  There’s a sense in which Christians are to love everyone.  
  •  But there’s a unique love among those who love the Lord and are faithful to the truth. 
 
Galatians 6:10. Paul said, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers.” 
 -  You can have a relationship with blood relatives and a relationship with people you work with. 
 -  You can have a relationship with old college buddies and friends from where you grew up. 
 -  But there’s a richer, deeper, fuller more meaningful relationship than any other relationship on  
 earth between you and someone who loves the Lord like you do. 
  •  There’s an eternal, supernatural quality about that kind of relationship. 
 
 -  That’s the kind of relationship John had with Gaius. 
  “To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.” 
 
Verse 2.  This is probably one of the most misquoted, misused verses in all the Bible. 
 -  If you’ve ever watched Christian television or listened to charismatic Bible teachers, they’ll 
 quote this verse, usually out of the King James Version: 
 
 “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul  
 prospereth.” 
 
•  This verse is not some formula for guaranteed good fortune or a spiritual mantra we’re supposed to 
recite, like the “prayer of Jabez,” to produce unlimited prosperity. 
 
•  All John was doing was addressing the fact that Gaius had no doubt experienced some physical 
problems. 
 -  Why would John bring up his health unless he’d had come kind of challenges. 
 
ILL. Young people don’t talk about their health.  Why not?  For the most part, they’re healthy. 
 -  Our High School & College kids don’t get together and talk about their health challenges. 
 -  But hang out with some senior adults and you’re likely to hear an organ recital. 
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•  All John was doing was telling Gaius that he was praying that his physical health might match his 
spiritual health. 
 
•  Paul had the same concern for his son in the faith, Timothy, who had frequent stomach problems. 
 1 Timothy 5:23, “Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and  
 your frequent illnesses.” 
 
Note:  Paul didn’t tell him to “pray the prayer of Jabez” or “recite 3 John 2.” 
  
•  Ironically, there are tons of people who have perfectly good health, but who are spiritually sick. 
 -  Physical infirmity can hinder effective ministry. 
 -  So John lets Gaius know he’s praying for him. 
 
(2) HIS HOLY LIFE (vs. 3-4) 
 Think about this for a moment: 
 (a) You can’t hide holiness, but you can hide unholiness. 
  •  Everyone’s hiding something – but no one is hiding anything from God. 
 (b)  Holiness doesn’t have to advertise.  Unholiness always has to rationalize. 
   
 -  The greatest battle every believer faces, on a daily basis, is to live a holy life. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:7, “For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.” 
 
 -  Apparently, some brothers had come to John and they had told him of the life Gaius was living. 
 -  He mentioned two things: 
  #1 – They spoke of your faithfulness to the truth (vs. 3a) 
  #2 – They spoke of how you walk in the truth (vs. 3b) 
 
 -  Gaius loved the truth enough to live it.  Do you? 
 
•  If someone were to speak of your life, what would they say? 
 -  Would they talk about your faithfulness or your fickleness.  Here today, gone tomorrow. 
 -  Would people say about us: “they love the truth and they live it day in and day out?” 
 
•  People are going to talk about you.  It’s amazing what people will talk about. 
 
•  With email, facebook, texting, twitter.  WHAT’S NEXT? 
 -  Make sure when people talk about you they talk about your holiness. 
 
Verse 4.  There’s no greater joy to those in leadership ministry than to see those you’ve taught living the 
truth. 
 
•  There’s also no greater disappointment than to see those you’ve taught, or even those you’ve taught 
alongside, fall away or wander away from the truths they used to hold so dear. 
 
Matthew 13.  The Parable of the Sower:  Jesus taught the problem is not the SOWER or the SEED.   
 -  Rather, the problem is the SOIL. 
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HIS HEALTH 
HIS HOLY LIFE 
 
(3) HIS HOSPITALITY (vs. 5-8) 
 -  In contrast to 2 John where he warned “the chosen lady” about extending hospitality to false  
 teachers, here John commends Gaius for being hospitable to faithful teachers. 
  •  There’s a distinct difference. 
 -  John is underlining the importance of ministering to those who have given their lives to  
 ministering to others. 
 
 Notice three things: 
 (a) A Practice (vs. 5-6a) 
   •  John was commending Gaius for the way he practiced hospitality to these itinerant  
  preachers. 
  •  They were strangers to John but they were servants of Jesus and he ministered to them. 
  
Verse 7.  These were not self-serving scam artists.  Rather, they were selfless servants willing to preach 
and walking entirely by faith. 
 -  They were completely dependent upon other Christians for support. 
 
Verse 7b.  John says, “they went out, receiving no help from the pagans.” 
 -  The world isn’t going to support the preaching of the gospel.   
 -  That’s the responsibility of the church and Christians all over the world. 
 
 (b) A Principle (vs. 6b) 
  •  “Send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.” 
  •  Here’s the standard:  treat these people the way you would treat Almighty God. 
  •  Give them the best you have.  Overwhelm them with your love and generosity. 
 
 (c) A Privilege (vs. 8) 
  •  The reason we show hospitality to faithful teachers and care for their needs is because 
  we are “working together for the truth.” 
  •  It’s a privilege to support and honor those who proclaim the truth of God’s Word. 
 
ILL.  Our missions conference.  When we bring our missionaries home. 
 -  We honor them and overwhelm them with our love and generosity. 
 -  We will have our next conference in November of 2010. 
 
•  When we have guest preachers and teachers here at Crossroads, we always want to honor them and 
overwhelm them with our love and generosity. 
 
Matthew 10:41, “Anyone who receives a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who 
receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward.” 
 -  God not only rewards a true prophet, preacher or missionary for his faithfulness, but also  
 rewards anyone else who receives him. 
 
•  Whenever we become the source of blessing for others, we’ll be blessed ourselves.0 


