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“2nd & 3rd John,” Series              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“BEWARE OF THE DECEIVERS” 
(Text:  2 John 1-13) 

 
•  Tonight, we continue a new study of 2nd and 3rd John. 
 - The two shortest books in the New Testament. 
 -  Each contains less than 300 words in the Greek text and could’ve fit on a single papyrus sheet. 
  
• In spite of their brevity, they are packed with powerful principles, essential to the health and growth of 
the church of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 -  They are needed just as much tonight as they were when they were originally written. 
 
(1) There are tremendous similarities in these two epistles from John. 
 
2 John 1 begins, “The elder, To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth – and not I 
only, but also all who know the truth.” 
 
3 John 1 begins, “The elder, To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.” 
 
2 John 12 concludes, “I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink.  Instead, I 
hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.” 
 
3 John 13-14 concludes, “I have much to write to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. I 
hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.” 
 
Notice also ... John is addressing the same basic, historical events in these epistles: 
 
2 John 7, “Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out 
into the world.  Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 
 
1 John 4:3, “But every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” 
 
•  False teachers were attacking the churches under John’s care (2 John 7). 
 
 -  These heretics had left the fellowship of believers (1 John 2:18-19) and were now traveling  
 from town to town, from church to church, taking advantage of the hospitality of genuine,  
 generous believers, while spreading their poison. 
 
•  The lady John writes to in this epistle, 2 John, had inadvertently or unwisely welcomed false teachers 
into her home. 
 -  So John warns her against becoming an accomplice in their evil work by extending hospitality to  
 them. 
 
John is referring to two completely different groups in these two epistles. 
 2 John – False Teachers 
 3 John – Faithful Teachers 
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(2) The Author is, without question, John, the Apostle. 
 -  The time of authorship is difficult to pinpoint precisely. 
 -  But, since the wording, subject matter and circumstances of 2 John closely resemble 1 John  
 most scholars assume it was written some time after 1 John, during his ministry in Ephesus. 
 -  Most likely that would put it around A.D. 90-95. 
 
•  John opens both 2 John and 3 John with the same phrase, “The elder.” 
 -  He’s referring not only to his age but also his experiences and his authority. 
 -  Most likely, he’s the last living eyewitness to the life and ministry of Jesus. 
  •  We definitely know he was the last living apostle. 
 
(3) The intended recipient of this letter is a specific individual. 
 -  “The chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth.” 
   
•  Both 2 John and 3 John are written to specific individuals. 
 -  2 John is written to a specific lady John knew and loved “in the truth.” 
 -  3 John is written to Gaius.  (Gaius was a common name in the first century.) 
   
(4) 2 and 3 John are dealing with the same situation, the same dangers and the same people. 
 -  Even though these epistles are written to two different individuals, the message is the same. 
 -  The proclamation and protection of the truth.   
  •  That’s the overriding theme of both 2 & 3 John. 
 
•  Both 2 & 3 John emphasize the priority of the truth: Proclaiming it and Protecting it! 
 
•  So what did John share with this “chosen lady”? 
 -  He uses less than 300 words to do it. 
 -  What he shares is something we can’t afford to miss.  
 
John does three things in this epistle: 
(1) HE COMMENDS THIS LADY 
(2) HE COMMANDS THIS LADY 
(3) HE CAUTIONS THIS LADY 
 
(1) HE COMMENDS HER (Verses 1-4) 
 (a) For her PARTNERSHIP in the gospel (vs. 1b-3) 
  •  Listen to the emphasis on “the truth.” 
 
•  Vs. 1, “whom I love in the truth – and not I only, but also all who know the truth.” 
•  Vs. 2, “because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever:” 
 
  1.  Our partnership is made possible because of the truth of the gospel. 
   -  It’s the foundation for everything else. 
   -  The truth of the gospel makes possible grace, mercy and peace. 
 
Verse 1b, “Not I only, but also all who know the truth.” 
 -  She and her family, and the church that apparently met in her home, were not alone. 
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•  Our partnership in the truth of the gospel puts us in a family of hundreds of millions of believers all over 
the world. 
 
  2. Our partnership is made permanent because of the triumph of the gospel. 
   -  Vs. 2.  “Because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever:” 
   -  We are on the winning side – even when it seems like we aren’t. 
 
•  Often the church and Christians appear to be victimized by the world. 
 -  But one day, we will stand with Christ victorious! 
 
Matthew 16:18, “On this rock I will build My church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 
Verse 3.  Grace, mercy and peace are what Satan is up against when he attacks a believer. 
   -  He might win a battle here and there.  But he cannot win the war. 
 
GRACE is God’s unlimited, unmerited favor.  No matter what Satan does, we have God’s favor. 
 -  The favor of the KING trumps everything. 
 
PEACE means the war is over.  It’s already been won at the Cross. 
 -  Satan’s plans and Satan’s power are severely and Sovereignly restricted (Colossians 2:14-15). 
 
MERCY means that God will not permit Satan to go beyond the point of what we can bear.  And, God will 
always provide a way of escape (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
 
  He is thankful ... 

(a) For her PARTNERSHIP in the gospel (vs. 1b-3) 
(b) For her PARTICIPATION in the gospel (vs. 4) 

•  She had passed on her faith to her children (2 Timothy 1:5). 
•  Families like this are a joy to any church. 

 
Note:  You are going to reproduce yourself in your family. 
 -  Their priorities will be your priorities.  (Prayer, quiet time, church, tithing, witnessing, personal 
 holiness, etc.) 
 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9. 
 
•  Apparently, this lady had inadvertently or unwisely welcomed false teachers into her home. 
 -  Her ministry, and that of her family was to extend hospitality to traveling believers and teachers. 
 -  So, Paul commends her.  But then ... 
 
(2) HE COMMANDS HER (Verses 5-6) 
 -  John is about to draw her attention to a perilous practice that needs to be stopped: welcoming 
 false teachers who were out to destroy the church. 
 -  No doubt she was acting out of love and the generosity of her heart. 
 -  But love has to be based on truth and, sometimes, that means love has to be tough. 
  •  We can be, and should be, kind as Christians.  But we also have to be biblically correct. 
 -  So John takes her back to the foundational quality of Christian love. 
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John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 - Love must be based on truth and must stand up for the truth or its not genuine love. 
  •  That means being willing to confront error, hypocrisy and sin. 
 
Sidenote:  The whole concept of “hate speech” today is a cover up for those who are trying to avoid or 
ignore the truth altogether. 
 -  Christians can’t do that.   
 
1 John 2:7-8, “Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had 
since the beginning.  This old command is the message you have heard.  Yet I am writing you a new 
command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already 
shining.” 
 
•  The commandment is not new in chronology but in character. 
 -  Love has been perfectly modeled in a human life by the Lord, Himself. 
 -  We also have a new understanding of that love through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
  
Romans 5:5, “God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” 
 
Verse 6.  John’s point is:  “Yes, we must be loving.  But we must also walk in obedience to His 
commands.” 
 
Romans 13:8-10, “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he 
who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law ... Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.” 
 
•  “Doing harm to its neighbor,” as we’re going to see, is exactly what these false teachers were doing. 
 -  They were abusing her hospitality, taking advantage of her generosity and love, and using the  
 platform she was giving them to distort the truth and drag her and others away from it. 
 
•  Paul warned against this in Romans 16:17-18, “I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause 
divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned.  Keep away 
from them.  For such men are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites.  By smooth talk and 
flattery they deceive the minds of naïve people.” 
 
•  By the time of John’s day, things had gotten far worse and the heretics were more prevalent, 
persistent and poisonous than ever. 
 
So John COMMENDS Her ... He COMMANDS Her ... 
 
(3) HE CAUTIONS HER (Verses 7-13) 
 (a) Watch out for the DECEIVERS (vs. 7a) 
  •  John warns her that many deceivers were out there and she needed to be aware of them. 
  •  The word “planos” suggests “imposters” or “wandering vagabonds.” 
 
John MacArthur says: “The English word planet derives from it.  In this case, it refers to those who 
wander from the truth of Scripture; who corrupt it; who lead others astray from it; who are imposters.” 
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“Paul called such people ‘false brethren’ in 2 Corinthians 11:26 and Galatians 2:4;  Jude’s description of 
them was as ‘wandering stars’ headed for the ‘black darkness’ of eternal judgment (vs. 13).” 
 
 (b) Watch out for their DOCTRINE (vs. 7b-9a) 
  •  They deny Jesus as coming in the flesh. 
   -  The denial of the Incarnation of Christ has always been the keystone of liberal  
   theologians.   
  •  False teachers always abandon the truth of Scripture and try to get you to accept their new  
  truth. 
 
Verse 9. “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God.” 
 
•  False teachers come from the same destination, have the same determination and are headed for the 
same destiny. 
 
 (c) Watch out for their DECEPTION (vs. 10) 
  •  They’re going to try to get you to provide them a place to stay and a platform to share. 
  •  Vs. 8.  Don’t let them rob you of what you’ve already worked for. 
  •  Vs. 11.  Don’t let them make you an accomplice to their wicked work. 
 
John MacArthur says, “False teachers like to decry such treatment as harsh, intolerant, and unloving.  
But love forbids allowing dangerous spiritual deception to find a foothold among Christians.  John’s 
pastoral admonition is perfectly consistent with Jesus’ denunciation of false teachers as ‘ravenous 
wolves’ (Matthew 7:15; cf. Acts 20:29); ‘thieves and robbers’ (John 10:1) whose only purpose is to ‘steal 
and kill and destroy’ (vs. 10).  The church cannot aid or abet with impunity such spiritual outlaws by doing 
anything that would acknowledge them as Christians.” 
 
 (d) Watch for his DIRECTION (vs. 12-13) 
  •  John told her he had so much more to say but would do so in person. 
  •  It would be a time of joy not judgment. 
   -  He wasn’t trying to be hard on her.  Rather, he was trying to help her. 
 
•  Sometimes the truth hurts before it helps. 
 
A final note:  “The children of your chosen sister send their greetings.” 
 -  John closes with a greeting from her family.  (Nieces and nephews) 
 -  It was a final gesture of goodwill toward this “chosen lady.” 
  •  He wanted to make sure she heard his heart as she was hearing his words. 
 
Dr. John Phillips said, “The old son of thunder was gone.  In his place was a gentle man who much 
preferred to throw the aura of the rainbow around any place where might be seen a forbidding sky.” 
 
•  So our study of 2 John comes to a close with the admonition that we should: 
 Battle for the Truth and Beware of the Deceivers who would try to take us away from the truth. 
 
•  Next week, Lord willing, will look at the letter John wrote to his friend, Gaius – 3rd John. 
 


