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“2nd & 3rd John,” Series              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE BATTLE FOR TRUTH” 
(Text:  2 John 1-13) 

 
•  Tonight, we begin a new study of 2nd and 3rd John. 
 - The two shortest books in the New Testament. 
 -  Each contains less than 300 words in the Greek text and could’ve fit on a single papyrus sheet. 
  
• In spite of their brevity, they are packed with powerful principles, essential to the health and growth of 
the church of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 -  They are needed just as much tonight as they were when they were originally written. 
 
(1) There are tremendous similarities in these two epistles from John. 
 
2 John 1 begins, “The elder, To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth – and not I 
only, but also all who know the truth.” 
 
3 John 1 begins, “The elder, To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.” 
 
2 John 4 continues, “It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth.” 
 
3 John 4 continues, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” 
 
2 John 12 concludes, “I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink.  Instead, I 
hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.” 
 
3 John 13-14 concludes, “I have much to write to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. I 
hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.” 
 
•  There couldn’t be a closer similarity in these two books. 
 -  Notice the similarity to 1 John 1:4, “We write this to make our joy complete.” 
 
Notice also ... 
 
•  It’s obvious John is addressing the same basic, historical events in these epistles: 
 
2 John 7, “Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out 
into the world.  Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 
 
1 John 4:3, “But every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” 
 
•  False teachers were attacking the churches under John’s care (2 John 7). 
 
 -  These heretics had left the fellowship of believers (1 John 2:18-19) and were now traveling  
 from town to town, from church to church, taking advantage of the hospitality of genuine,  
 generous believers, while spreading their poison. 
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•  The lady John writes this epistle to in 2 John, had inadvertently or unwisely welcomed false teachers 
into her home. 
 -  So John warns her against becoming an accomplice in their evil work by extending hospitality to  
 them. 
 -  John’s warning serves as a model for Christians and churches of all time. 
 
“But I thought we were supposed to be hospitable.” 
 -  The hallmark of genuine Christianity is supposed to be our “love for one another.” 
 -  John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
1 Peter 4:9 says, “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 
Roman 12:13 says, “Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality.” 
Hebrews 13:2, “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained 
angels without knowing it.” 
1 Timothy 3:2. One of the requirements for an elder is that he be “hospitable.” 
 
3 John 8, “We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we may work together for the 
truth.” 
 
•  Now, wait a minute.  In 2 John he says, “Don’t welcome these people into your home or you’ll be 
sharing in their wicked work” (vs. 10-11). 
 -  Then, in 3 John 8, he says, “Show hospitality to such men.” 
 
WHICH IS IT?  IT’S BOTH.   
•  There are similarities.  But John is referring to two completely different groups in these two epistles. 
  2 John – False Teachers 
  3 John – Faithful Teachers 
 
(2) The Author is, without question, John, the Apostle. 
 -  John is the brother of James.  They were the sons of Zebedee (Matthew 10:2-4). 
 -  Jesus  gave them the name “sons of Thunder.” 
  •  In Luke 9:54 they wanted to “call down fire from Heaven on a Samaritan village” that   
  didn’t welcome Jesus. 
 -  John was one of the three most intimate associates of Jesus, along with Peter and James. 
 -  He was an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, ministry, death, burial and resurrection. 
 -  Perhaps his reference to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” was an expression of his 
 change of heart and attitude since he’d really begun walking with the Lord. 
 -  He wrote the fourth gospel, the Book of Revelation and the three epistles that bear his name. 
 
•  The time of authorship is difficult to pinpoint precisely. 
 -  But, since the wording, subject matter and circumstances of 2 John closely resemble 1 John  
 most scholars assume it was written some time after 1 John, during his ministry in Ephesus. 
 -  Most likely that would put it around A.D. 90-95. 
 
•  John opens both 2 John and 3 John with the same phrase, “The elder.” 
 -  He’s referring not only to his age but also his experiences and his authority. 
 -  Most likely, he’s the last living eyewitness to the life and ministry of Jesus. 
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•  We definitely know he was the last living apostle. 
 
(3) The intended recipient of this letter is a specific individual. 
 -  2 John is written to “the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth.” 
 -  Some have speculated this is a metaphorical reference to a church. 
  •  But that’s pure speculation. 
 - The more natural understanding in the context is that John is writing to an actual woman and her  
 children, whom he knew personally. 
 
 -  Both 2 John and 3 John are written to specific individuals. 
 -  3 John is written to Gaius.  (Gaius was a common name in the first century.) 
  •  But nothing is known about this Gaius beyond John’s salutation to him. 
 
•  There are several epistles written to individuals: 2 John, 3 John, Philemon & Jude, 1 & 2 Timothy, 
Titus. 
 -  But the application and intended audience goes far beyond those individuals and their lifetimes. 
 
Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart.” 
 
(4) 2 and 3 John are dealing with the same situation, the same dangers and the same people. 
 -  Even though these epistles are written to two different individuals, the message is the same. 
 -  The proclamation and protection of the truth.   
  •  That’s the overriding theme of both 2 & 3 John. 
 
TRUTH is always the issue.  It still is today as people attempt to suggest there is no absolute truth. 
 -  Pilate asked the question of Jesus (John 18:38), “What is truth?” 
 -  The emerging church is led by many young pastors who claim we can’t really know the truth. 
 
•  So, the battle for TRUTH continues and will until the end of time. 
 
Solomon encouraged us to “Buy the truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, discipline and understanding” 
(Proverbs 23:23). 
 
•  You and I are living in a time when it has never been more important for us to: 
 (a)  Proclaim the TRUTH 
 (b)  Protect the TRUTH 
 
•  That’s one of the reasons why our study of 2  & 3 John is so important. 
 -  The words and warnings from John, in these epistles, are timeless. 
 
•  Paul warned in 2 Corinthians 4:4, that Satan, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.” 
 -  Satan wants to keep people from the TRUTH and will do anything he can to keep them from the  
 TRUTH. 
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•  Jesus said in John 8:44, that Satan is “the father of lies.” 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4, Paul warned, “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what 
their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” 
 
1. The Bible is called the Word of truth (Psalm 119:160; John 17:17; 2 Timothy 2:15;  
 James 1:18). 
2. God is called the “God of truth” (Psalm 31:5; Isaiah 65:16). 
3. Jesus is “the truth” (John 14:6; Ephesians 4:21). 
4. He is “full of truth” (John 1:14). 
5. He “revealed the truth” (John 1:17). 
6. He “spoke the truth” (John 8:45-46). 
7. The Holy Spirit is the “Spirit of truth” (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13). 
8. God’s truth is “eternal” (Psalm 117:2). 
9. Salvation comes from “faith in the truth ” (2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Timothy 2:4). 
10. Believers are “sanctified by the truth” (John 17:17). 
11. We “love the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:10). 
12. We are “set free by the truth” (John 8:32). 
13. We “worship in the truth” (John 4:23-24). 
14. We “rejoice in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 
15.  We “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). 
16. We “meditate on the truth” (Philippians 4:8). 
17. We “obey the truth” (1 Peter 1:22). 
18. We are “guided by the truth” (Psalm 25:5; 43:3). 
19. We “walk in the truth” (Psalm 26:3; 86:11). 
20. We are to be the “pillar and foundation of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 
 
2 & 3 John both emphasize the priority of the truth. 
 -  Proclaiming it and Protecting it! 
 
NEXT TIME:  We’ll see what John shared with this “chosen lady.” 
 -  He’ll use less than 300 words to do it. 
 -  What he shares is something you won’t want to miss.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


