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“1 Timothy” Series, Message #14                             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“HOW RICH DO YOU REALLY THINK YOU ARE?” 
(Text: 1 Timothy 6:17-21) 

 
•  These verses address the issue of wealth and riches. 
 -  Vs. 17, “Those who are rich.” 
 -  Vs. 9, “Those who want to get rich.” 
 
•  According to Servant magazine, buying 50 lottery tickets each week increases your odds of winning 
the jackpot to once every five thousand years. 

-  Verse 9 probably includes most people. 
 
Verse 17.  This is directed to those who ARE rich. 
 -  Most people immediately say, “Well, this verse doesn’t apply to me.  I’m not rich.” 

ILL.  Trip to the Ukraine in January, 1993.  Average monthly wage:  $25-30 
 
•  Time magazine reports that the combined assets of the world’s three richest people exceed by almost 
$20 billion the total Gross National Product of the forty-three poorest nations, which have a total 
population of six hundred million people.  Worldwide, there are 1.3 billion people who live on less than a 
dollar a day. 
 
•  There’s a warning here to those who are rich. 
 -  There’s no condemnation here, no put down.  But, there are some issues raised in this passage 
that  

everyone of us needs to carefully consider. 
 
•  The Bible teaches that there are different kinds of riches. 
  
•  We need to always remember that material, physical, monetary riches are not those riches that are 
going to last forever.  (There’s a passing nature to those kinds of riches.) 
 
(1) MATERIAL RICHES (1 Timothy 6:17-18) 
 -  “Rich in this present world.”  (1 John 2:17) 
 -  This present world is temporary.  It’s passing away.  It’s a swiftly passing age. 
 
 (a) The ABUSE of Material Things (vs. 17) 
  •  “Not to be arrogant (high minded) or to put their hope (trust) in wealth. 
 
 Two Warnings: 
 #1 - Riches can make you arrogant  (vs. 17a)  
  •  An exaggerated opinion of your importance.  A feeling of superiority. 
  •  To feel like you’re better than other people. 
 
•  That’s one of the dangers of material possessions. 
 -  Somehow, when people begin to accumulate material possessions, there’s a tendency to start  

thinking you’re better than everyone else. 
 
•  Now, that’s not always the case.  But it is the tendency. 
 
ILL.  Growing up in my hometown.  The people who lived on the West Side were the snobs. 
 -  They had more money than everybody else did.  Looked down on everybody else. 
 -  Had their glasses on a stick and their noses in the air. 
 
•  Listen, if you’ve been blessed with material things, you ought to be the most humble and thankful of all 
people. 
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 -  Everything you have is a direct blessing from the hand of God.  (He gave it all to you.) 
 
Deut. 8:18.  “Remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth.” 
•  There’s no room for anyone to ever feel like they’re better than anyone else because of what they 
have. 
 
•  A lot of people think they’re in the upper crust.  (A few crumbs held together by a bunch of dough.) 
 
•  It’s not what you have that gives you any importance.  It’s who you are in Christ. 
 
•  You may have an abundance of material things, but if you don’t have Jesus, you’re the poorest man on 
the earth today. 
 
•  There are people today, who have enough money they could buy anything on the earth and yet, they’d 
gladly give away every bit of that money to get the things that money can’t buy. 
 -  So, there’s the danger of becoming arrogant. 
 
 #2 - Riches can make you trust in the wrong things (vs. 17c) 
  •  “Uncertain riches.”  (Proverbs 23:5, “Riches can have wings.”)   
  •  Nothing on the earth is secure.  (It’s absolutely foolish to trust in riches.) 
 
ILL.  Rich young ruler.  (You can’t buy your way into Heaven.) 
  
•  The only currency accepted in Heaven is the blood of Jesus Christ.  (1 Peter 1:18-19) 
 -  Your money can’t open the gates of Heaven.  (Only Jesus can get you into Heaven.) 
 
The Abuse of Material Things…. 
 (b) The USE of Material Things (vs. 17c) 
  •  “Put your hope in God Who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 
  •  It’s not a sin to be wealthy.  It’s a sin to ABUSE that wealth. 
 
 Two Great Uses:  (wealth, riches, things) 
 #1 - To ENJOY (vs. 17c)  God wants you to enjoy things. 
 
  Two ways to enjoy things: 
  1.  The world’s way -  Hebrews 11:25 
  2.  God’s way 
 
•  God gives us everything…He richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

-  We’re only going to do this once, why not do it right and do it God‘s way? 
 -  Romans 8:32.  He gave us Jesus (the greatest gift), and He will give us ALL things. 
  •  The lesser is included in the greater. 
   -  Get the car, get the car mats. 
   -  Get the engagement ring, get the fuzzy box. 
  •  When you get the greater, you get the lesser. 
 
•  God gave us eternal life in Jesus and everything else as well.  (The sun, sky, air, water, etc.) 
 
God gives us things to ENJOY… 
  #2 - To EMPLOY (vs. 18) 
   •  God gives us things to use to build His kingdom and bless others. 
   •  It’s not a sin to be wealthy, but it is a responsibility. 
   •  Don’t just selfishly spend it all on yourself, or the well will dry up. 
    -  Be willing and ready to share. 
•  If Jesus is in your life, you’ll want to be rich in good deeds and willing to share. 
 -  Ask God how you can use the wealth He gives you to bless and benefit others. 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Three 
 
Material Riches… 
(2) ETERNAL RICHES (1 Timothy 6:19) 
 -  You can turn your material riches into eternal riches. 
 -  By using what God gives you, in the right way, you can transform material things into eternal  

things.  (Matthew 6:19-21) 
  
•  Somebody says, “You can’t take it with you!” 
 -  Yes you can!  In fact, you can send it on ahead!  You can lay up treasures in Heaven. 
 
•  By using material things for God’s purposes and to build His kingdom, you can transform your earthly 
riches into eternal riches. 

-  Verse 19.  The life that is truly life. 
 
ILL.  Wealthy Texan dies and is buried in his gold Cadillac.  “That’s living!” 
 -  A lot of people are living a life that they think is really living…but it’s not. 
 
(3) SPIRITUAL RICHES (1 Timothy 6:20-21) 
 -  God has made a deposit with you.  (1 Timothy 1:11) 
 -  Timothy made a deposit with God.  (2 Timothy 1:12) 
   
•  Our deposit with God is safe.  Is His deposit safe with us? 
 -  Vs. 21.  The faith is the sacred deposit God has given us. 
  •  The gospel is the most valuable possession anyone can ever have. 
 
Verse 20b.  Don’t waste your time with those who try to get you to switch investments. 
 
ILL.  Henry Ward Beecher, noted preacher, was invited to hear a lecture by Robert Ingersoll, the famous 
infidel.  Ingersoll delivered a brilliant speech unmercifully attacking Christianity.  He sat down amidst the 
deafening applause of the audience.  He then turned to Beecher and asked if he wanted to say anything 
in defense of the Bible. 

Beecher stood and said, “Gentlemen, forgive me if I seem to be a bit shaken.  But I saw something 
today that disturbed me greatly.  I saw a poor, blind man with a cane, groping at the curbside.  A young 
lad took him by the hand and offered to help him across the street.  As he was helping the blind man 
across the street, a large man came along, shoved the boy aside, broke the man’s cane and pushed the 
blind man into the middle of the street. 
 A silence fell over the lecture hall.  Then, in a moment, Ingersoll leapt to his feet, eyes blazing, and 
he said, “That bully!  Do you know who he was, Beecher?” 
 Beecher said, “Yes, I know who he was.  It was you, Ingersoll.  Man is poor, blind and miserable as 
he is…and he has little to lean on and few to help him.  And what do you do, Ingersoll?  You come along, 
break his faith in the Bible, push him back in the middle of certain danger, and then laugh and go on your 
way.” 
 
•  God have mercy on those who try to mess with the gospel. 
 
•  Friend, guard the gospel!  Guard the deposit given to you. 
 -  The Bible is medicine that will heal your hurt. 
 -  The Bible is food that will nourish your hungry heart. 
 -  The Bible is a pillow that will rest your weary soul. 
 -  The Bible is a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your path. 

• If you know Jesus and you’ve got a Bible, you’ve got riches the world knows nothing about. 
 
Verse 21c.  “Grace be with you.”  (Here’s real riches.) 
 
“Through many dangers toils and snares, I have already come. 
Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.” 


