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“1 Timothy” Series, Message #13                             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE FOUR-FOLD ASSIGNMENT OF THE MAN OF GOD” 
(Text: 1 Timothy 6:11-16) 

 
•  The title “man of God” is one of the most sacred titles given in Scripture. 
 
 -  It’s used a number of times in the Old Testament. 
 -  The first time, it’s used to describe “Moses, the man of God.”  (Deuteronomy 33:1) 
 
•  King David was called “a man after God’s own heart” and was also referred to as “the man of God.” 
 
•  The only time the phrase, “man of God” is used in the N.T. is when Paul uses it here to describe his 
young son in the faith, Timothy. 
 -  In the O.T., the phrase “man of God” referred to those who represented God by proclaiming His  

Word. 
 -  In the broader sense, it refers to anyone in the ministry of proclaiming the Word of God. 
 -  And, in the broadest sense, it refers to every believer. 
 
•  So, the verse can say, “But you man of God…you, woman of God, you child of God…” 
 
•  Every single one of us ought to be wholeheartedly committed to the proclamation of the Word of God. 
 
•  So, what is the assignment for the “man of God?”  (woman, child) 
 -  Paul says we have a four-fold assignment: 
 
(1) WE ARE TO FLEE (I Timothy 6:11) 
 -  The contrast is obvious here. 

-  Paul is showing Timothy how he is to be utterly and completely different than the false teachers of 
verses 3-5) 

 -  They follow after GOLD.  Timothy is to follow after GOD. 
 -  They teach whatever they want.  Timothy is to teach only what God wants. 
 -  They are the world’s men.  Timothy is heaven’s man. 
 
•  The Bible never teaches us to FLEE FROM THE DEVIL. 
 -  James 4:7, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you!”   
 
•  But we are taught to FLEE from some things. 
 -  2 Timothy 2:22, “Flee the evil desires of youth…” 
 -  1 Corinthians 6:18, “Flee from sexual immorality.” 
 -  1 Corinthians 10:14, “Flee from idolatry.” 
 
ILL.  Joseph. 
 -  Not one time is there anything bad said or written about Joseph. 
 -  He wasn’t perfect, but he was godly. 
 -  He lived in a pagan society, but he lived a godly life. 
 
•  Over and over again, the Bible says, “The Lord was with Joseph.” 
 -  Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him. 
 -  But Joseph ran. 
  •  He lost his coat, but kept his character. 
 
•  Verse 11.  Paul says, “as a man of God, you are to flee from all this.”  ALL WHAT? 
  (a)  The inordinate desire for material things and the pursuit of financial gain. 
  (b)  The false teachers and their false teaching. 
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•  As a man of God, a woman of God or a child of God, there are certain things we are to FLEE from. 
 
(2) WE ARE TO PURSUE (1 Timothy 6:11b) 
 -  Dr. John MacArthur says, “As fast as the man of God runs from the corrupting love of money he  

runs toward spiritual virtue.  A man of God not only flees from sin, but also is to continually  
pursue holiness.” 
-  We don’t just run FROM certain things. Because, if that’s all we do, they will eventually catch back 
up with us. 

 -  We are to run FROM some things and run TOWARD other things. 
 -  Paul says there are at least 6 things we are to pursue. 
   
 (a) Righteousness - the man of God is known for doing what is right. 
  •  This refers to living a holy life. 
 (b) Godliness - the man of God is known for Whom he represents. 
  •  This refers to living a “God-like” life before a watching world. 
 (c) Faith - the man of God is known for his faith. 
  •  This refers to absolute trust and dependence upon God. 
 (d) Love - the man of God is known for his love. 
  •  This refers to unconditional love for God, the Word, fellow believers, and the lost. 
 (e) Endurance - the man of God is known for his faithfulness and perseverance. 
  •  This refers to the unwavering consistency and unchanging commitment of the man of God to  

the task God has given him. 
 (f) Gentleness - the man of God is known for his kindness and meekness. 
  •  This refers to the humble spirit and gentle demeanor of the man of God. 
 
•  There are some things we are to FLEE, and some things we are to PURSUE. 
 
(3) WE ARE TO FIGHT (1 Timothy 6:12) 
 -  Dr. MacArthur says, “Being a spokesman for God calls a man into warfare.  It is a constant battle  

against the flesh, the devil, and the resistance of the fallen world that loves sin and error and hates 
truth and holiness.  It is also a struggle against lethargic Christians and apathetic churches.” 

 -  The term for “fight” is “agonizomai”.  We get our word “agony” from this. 
  •  Paul is literally saying, “agonize a good agony.” 
   -  In other words, we need to be willing to pay the price in order to win. 
 
ILL.  In Paul’s day, when they had athletic contests, the losers of the contests paid with their lives. 
 -  In wrestling, if you lost, they gouged your eyes out. 
 -  In the gladiatorial games, if you lost, you were killed. 
 
•  The Christian life is an on-going, non-stop, battle. 
 -  It’s a constant, relentless conflict with casualties and deadly consequences. 
 
•  The Christian life is not a game, it’s a war.  That’s why Paul said to Timothy, “Endure hardship with us 
like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”  (2 Timothy 2:3) 
 
What are we fighting for?  (vs. 12) 
 -  THE FAITH!! 
 
Jude 3, “Contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.” 
 -  The FAITH is the Word of God.  Everything that refers to Christ and Christianity. 
  •  We are to fight for it. 

•  Not fight over it, or fight about it.  We are to fight for it.   
(We are not to be obnoxious, rude, and always ready to knock someone’s head off over it.) 

 
•  Our enemy is the devil, not other people who don’t agree with us. 
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 -  We must be willing to “fight the good fight of the faith.” (vs. 12) 
 -  Fight FOR the FAITH. 
 
Verse 12b.  “Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called.” 
 -  Paul is not telling Timothy to fight so he can have eternal life. 
 -  He’s telling Timothy to fight because he has eternal life.  (Keep an eternal perspective.) 
  •  John 5:24; John 3:15, 36; 1 John 5:13 
 
Dr. MacArthur: “The man of God, aware of God’s effectual call to eternal salvation and his own public 
profession of faith in response to that call, maintains an eternal perspective.  He does not engage in the 
petty, meaningless battles of this world, but focuses on the eternal things.  He lives above the mundane 
and trivial matters of the passing world.  He is consumed with what will never pass away--God’s Word 
and the souls of men.” 
 
•  The battle won’t last forever.  The conflict has a conclusion and Christ reigns supreme, victorious over  
sin, hell, death and the grave. 
 
Footnote:  2 Timothy 4:7-8.  Paul modeled what he wanted Timothy to do in his own life. 
 
We are to FLEE, we are to PURSUE, and we are to FIGHT. 
(4) WE ARE TO KEEP (1 Timothy 6:13-14) 
 -  The key to this whole section is that we are to “keep the commandment.” 
 -  The commandment refers to the charge that was given to Timothy to preach the Word.   
 -  Paul repeatedly encouraged Timothy to guard the truth that had been entrusted to him. 
 
 (a)  Timothy was to proclaim the Word (1 Timothy 1:18-19; 4:6; 2 Timothy 4:2) 
 
 (b)  Timothy was to protect the Word (1 Timothy 6:20; 2 Timothy 1:13-14; 2:15) 
 
Verse 14.  “To keep this commandment without spot or blame.” 
 -  Nothing was to mar his testimony or to hinder his ability to share the Word. 
 -  Sometimes the message is ruined by the vessel that carries it. 

ILL.  What if someone served you a piece of warm cherry pie, with ice cream, in a dog dish? 
  
•  Timothy was to keep this commandment in the sight of God and in the sight of Christ Jesus (vs. 13). 
 -  Both of Whom have always remained faithful to the truth of the Word of God. 
 
Here’s the incentive:  (vs. 14-16) “the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in 
his own time.”  (We don’t know when Christ will return.) 
 
ILL.  Teacher leaves.  “I’ll be back in 5 minutes.”  (Everyone messes around for 4 min. 59 seconds.) 
 -  “I don’t know when I’ll be back.  It may be thirty seconds; it may be ten minutes.  Just keep  

working.” 
 
•  If you and I don’t know the exact time of Christ’s return, it’s an incentive to be doing what we ought to 
be doing right now. 

-  1 John 2:28.  Live for and serve Jesus now, so you’re ready when He returns. 
  
 (a) The invincible One/Only ruler (vs. 15b)  “Blessed” happy.  We have a happy ruler. 
 (b) The immortal One (vs. 16a)  He’s been here forever and forever He’ll be here. 
 (c) The invisible One (vs. 16b)  No one has seen God or can see him. 
 
John 1:18.  Jesus revealed God to us.  He did what He did so you and I could know God  

  in a personal way. 


