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“1 Timothy” Series, Message #12                             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE CHURCH AT WORK” 
(Text: 1 Timothy 6:1-10) 

 
•  We talk a lot about the work of the church.   

-  But very little is said about what happens when the church goes to work or to school. 
 

•  We look pretty good on Sunday, but how do we look on Monday? 
-  We have Sunday clothes, and a Sunday attitude and a Sunday vocabulary. 
-  But what happens on Monday morning when we head off to work or school? 

 
•  God intends for us to be Christians everyday, not just on Sunday. 

-  Who you are on Monday reveals the reality of who you are on Sunday. 
-  You can’t be genuine on Sunday and disingenuous on Monday. 
 

(1) GODLY WORK (1 Timothy 6:1-2) 
-  Paul is talking about being a literal slave. 
-  Everyone is a slave to someone or something. 

•  Every believer is a slave to the Lord Jesus (Romans 6:18) 
  
-  But, Paul is not talking about that.  He’s talking about actual, LITERAL SLAVES. 

   
SLAVERY was a commonly accepted practice in Paul’s day. 
 -  There were millions of slaves in the Roman Empire.  (Many of the first Christians were slaves.) 
 
•  Slavery was an accepted institution in the Roman Empire. 
 -  It was part of their society.  Even Christians had slaves.  (Philemon/Onesimus) 
 
WE KNOW SLAVERY IS WRONG!  (No man owns another man.) 
 
•  So, in Paul’s day, when slaves became Christians, they faced a dilemma. 
  
•  Paul doesn’t take on the institution of slavery.   
 -  He speaks to the matter of how Christians are to respond who were in slavery. 
  •  Christianity is an inside job.  (It always starts on the inside.) 
 
•  That’s why it’s foolish for a person to try to get right with the Lord just doing away with outer habits. 
 -  If all you do is deal with externals, you’re wasting your time. 
 
•  If you’re a lost person today and you smoke cigarettes, your problem is not cigarettes, your problem is 
you need Jesus in your heart. 
 
•  And when you get Jesus in your heart, the gospel starts working on the inside and then moves to the 
outside.  (That’s always the way the gospel works.) 
 
•  So, Paul gives some guidelines to slaves and to masters. 
 -  The answer of the Christian faith to social institutions that are wrong, is not revolution but rather,  

permeation.  (Moving on the inside.) 
 
•  Slavery is not the issue today.  The application to us is the job.  How do we relate to our boss? 
 
 (a) General Instructions (vs. 1) 
  •  We’re to respect our bosses and do a good job because we are Christians. 

•  We’re to be good workers on the job. 
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•  “But you don’t know what kind of boss I’ve got…”  (That’s not the point.) 
  
•  The point is that a born again, child of God is to be the absolute best employee they can possibly be 
on the job. 
 -  The same thing goes for young people in school.  (It doesn’t mean you have to make all “As,” but  

it means you ought to be the very best student you can possibly be.) 
 
•  Being a Christian is not an excuse to do a sloppy, half-hearted job. 
 -  In fact, it ought to be the motivation for you to do an even better job. 
 -  You’re to do a good job for the Lord. 
 
Vs. 1b.  “So that God’s name and our teaching will not be slandered.” 
 -  If you don’t do a good job, it gives ammunition for a lost world to shoot down your church and  

the Lord, Jesus. 
 
Romans 2:24, “God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” 
 
•  When you don’t do a good job and live for the Lord, where you work, you give lost people an 
opportunity to ridicule and make fun of the church you attend and the Jesus you claim to serve. 
 
•  Your lifestyle and your work ethic are a reflection on your church and on the Lord, Jesus. 
 -  That’s why there should never be any cutting corners, on the job, on the part of any member of  
 Arlington Christian Church. 
 
•  When you leave early or take longer lunch breaks than you are supposed to, it gives that lost boss of 
yours the opportunity to say, “Well, is that what they teach over there at your church?” 
 
•  Or, if you’re caught stealing or trying to rip off your boss, by turning in a bogus expense report. 

-  “Yeah, look at what your Jesus causes you to do.” 
 
•  Paul says, we’re to do the best job we can possibly do, because if we don’t, we bring reproach on the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 (b) Specific Instructions (vs. 2) 
  •  Some of you are not in verse 1, but you’re in verse 2.  (You have a Christian boss.) 
 
•  In Paul’s day, this happened. 
 -  A slave would become a Christian and go to church on Sunday and he’d look down the aisle and  

there’d be his boss. 
 
•  It’s wonderful to have a Christian boss, but you’re not to take advantage of that.  (vs. 2) 
 
•  “My boss won’t care if I leave a little early today to spend some time with my family.  He’s a Christian 
and he wants me to have a good family.” 
 
•  “My boss won’t care if I’m a few minutes late for work…he’ll be gracious.” 
 
•  Friend, that’s not right! 
 -  In fact, verse 2 teaches you ought to work harder for a Christian boss than you would if your boss  

were a pagan! 
 
•  You are never to use Christianity as an excuse to do less than your absolute best! 

-  Don’t take liberties just because your boss is a Christian.  (In fact, you ought to go out of your way 
not to take liberties because your boss is a Christian.) 
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Godly Work… 
(2) GODLESS WORDS (1 Timothy 6:3-5) 
 •  The opposite of godly teaching is godless teaching.   

(Teaching that is contrary to the teaching of the Lord, Jesus Christ.) 
 
•  Just because someone is on the radio doesn’t mean he’s telling the truth. 
 -  Just because a man’s got him a TV program, doesn’t mean he’s teaching the truth. 
 
•  How do we know the truth?  Study the truth until you know it.  (Immerse yourself in the truth.) 
 

(a) The results of false doctrine:  (verse 4 - PRIDE) 
  •  His teaching is controversial and stirs up all kinds of debate that results in: 
  1. Envy 
  2. Strife 
  3. Malicious talk  
  4. Evil suspicions 
  5. Constant friction between men of corrupt mind 
  6. The absence of truth 
 

(b) The motivation of false doctrine:  (vs. 5 - FINANCIAL GAIN) 
  •  They can make money telling people what they want to hear. 
  •  Their promises are outrageous.  Their god hands out blank checks for anything from health to  

unlimited prosperity.  (But always in response to you sending them some money.) 
 
•  Television has magnified the problem. 
 
ILL.  Slim Whitman. 

-  With 260 million people in the U.S., there are going to be at least a million who’ll like anything and 
send you $19.95 for it. 

 
•  Religious racketeers have seen that and try to use the gospel to make money.  (And they live like 
kings!) 
 -  They preach a health and wealth gospel even though it never worked for Jesus.   

    (He died on a cross) 
 -  It didn’t work for the Apostle Paul, he wound up in prison and was beheaded. 
 
•  The religious racketeers always have a little angle, appealing to the basic selfishness of human nature 
and, in the name of Jesus, use the gospel as an opportunity for financial gain. 
  
•  Some people use the church that way, too! 
 -  I get a little uneasy when people want to use their S.S. class to increase their business. 
 
•  We come to church to worship, we don’t come to church to be buttonholed by someone trying to sell 
us something.  (i.e.  Girl Scout cookies, Tupperware, Amway, jewelry, etc.) 
 
•  The gospel teaches us to give more, rather than get more. 
 
•  Your church is not the place where you become financially prosperous.  It’s the place were you ought 
to get spiritually prosperous. 
 
Godly Work, Godless Words… 
(3) GRIEVOUS WEALTH (1 Timothy 6:6-10) 
 -  Paul shows the contrast between contentment and covetousness. 
 
 (a) The lifestyle of contentment (vs. 6-8) 

•  Vs. 6.  To be right with the Lord is great gain. 
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•  Contentment:  “satisfied with God’s provision.” 

-  There aren’t many people, in our world, who are truly contented. 
 
Verse 7.  You came in with nothing.  You’re going to leave with nothing. 
 
Verse 8.  We ought to be happy with the basic necessities. 
 -  True happiness comes in direct relation to the number of things you can live without. 
 -  It’s not wrong to have things.  It’s wrong to let things have you. 
 
 (b) The lifestyle of covetousness (vs. 9-10) 
  •  Those who make it their goal in life to be rich are in for some sad surprises. 
  •  There are some traps out there. 
 
•  You’re going to drown in an ocean of destruction. 
 -  If you set your goal to be rich in life, you may get your wish, but you may find yourself drowning  

in a sea of sorrows.  (Fractured families, ruined relationships, devastated children.) 
 
•  I know a number of people who set out to get rich and wound up bitter and resentful. 
 
Verse 10.  “The love of money.”  (There’s nothing inherently wrong with money.) 
 
 -  It’s what you do with money and what money does with you. 
 
ILL.  Ever know someone God prospers and then, all the sudden, they don’t have time to be in God’s 
house for worship? 
 
 -  They don’t have time to read God’s Word every day. 
 -  They can’t tithe anymore.  (They’re making too much money to tithe.) 
 
•  Perhaps we ought to pray that God would stop prospering you so you can afford to tithe again. 
 
Verse 10.  They have wandered from the faith. 
 -  They leave the very faith that helped them prosper in the first place. 
 
Verse 10c.  They pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 -  There is a grievous wealth and that is a wealth that takes us away from God. 
 
Deuteronomy 8:18.  God gives us everything. 
 
Job 1:20.  “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
 
•  We need to live for the Lord every day of the week, not just on Sunday morning. 
 
•  We need to learn to be content with His provision and work in such a way it brings honor to His name, 
glory to His Son, and blessing to His Church. 


