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“FAMILY MATTERS” 
(Text: 1 Timothy 5:1-16) 

 
•  In the Bible, the church is described in a number of different ways: 
 1. A flock (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2-3) 
 2. A vine (John 15:5) 
 3. A bride (Revelation 19:7) 
 4. A temple (Ephesians 2:20-22) 
 5. An assembly (Hebrews 12:22-23) 
 6. A kingdom (Revelation 5:10) 
 7. A priesthood (1 Peter 2:5,9) 
 8. A holy nation (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
•  The greatest metaphor of all is: 
 9. A family (Ephesians 3:14-15) 
 
•  The church is first and foremost, a family. 
 -  The church is not a business.  It’s not an army.  It’s a family. 
 
•  The metaphor of a family reminds us that the key ingredient in the church is RELATIONSHIPS. 
 -  It also reminds us that we have RESPONSIBILITIES to one another because of those  

relationships. 
 
Galatians 6:10, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.”   
 
•  So, how are we to “do good, especially to those who belong to the family of believers?” 
 -  Paul gets very practical. 
 
(1) RELATIONSHIPS IN THE FAMILY (1 Timothy 5:1-2) 
 -  The underlying factor in all of our dealings in the church, is that we are a family. 
  •  Not a corporation, a club, an institution, not even a movement. 
  •  The church is a FAMILY. 
 
 -  Paul is telling Timothy how to relate to the different members of the church family. 
 
 (a) Older men:  treat him like your own father (vs. 1b) 
 (b) Younger men:  treat them like your own brothers (vs. 1c) 
 (c) Older women:  treat them like your own mother (vs. 2a) 
 (d) Younger women: treat them like your own sister (vs. 2b) 
 
•  In all your dealings, remember THIS IS MY FAMILY. 
 -  The church is a family. 
 -  We’re blood relatives…thanks to the blood of JESUS. 
 
•  Now, the primary application is obviously to the young pastor, Timothy, and how he was to relate to 
the people in the church at Ephesus. 
 -  But this also serves as good advice for all of us in our dealings with one another. 
 
•  Sometimes, we extend greater kindness and greater grace to total strangers than we do to our own 
family.  (Ex.  Answering the phone.) 
 
Verse 2.  Notice, when Paul talks about women, he adds “with absolute purity.” 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Two 
 
•  In all your dealings, especially with women, you need to conduct yourself with absolute purity. 
 -  Be above reproach! 
 
•  There ought to be a different standard in the church than you find in the world. 
 -  We’re a FAMILY! 
 -  And not just any old family…we’re GOD’S FAMILY! 
 
•  Now Paul moves from RELATIONSHIPS IN THE FAMILY to: 
 
(2) RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE FAMILY (1 Timothy 5:3-16) 
 -  Here Paul deals with a specific group of people in the church family:  WIDOWS. 
 -  Widows are women whose husbands have died.   
 
Verse 3.  “Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.” 
 -  God cares about widows and he wants us to care for them as well. 
 
James 1:27, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:  to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” 
 
•  We have a responsibility to care for widows in the church. 
 -  But there are SPECIFIC GUIDELINES for us to follow. 
 
Verse 3.  “Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.” 
 
•  The church is always being approached with people who say they have needs. 
 -  No church can meet EVERY need. 
 
•  The church has the responsibility of making sure that those needs are legitimate. 

-  Some needs are not really needs at all. 
  •  Some people make it their work NOT TO WORK. 
  •  They just go from church to church asking for help. 
 
•  Some needs are merely the result of poor financial stewardship. 
 -  People manage their money poorly, or go out and overextend themselves and then, they want the  

church to bail them out. 
 
•  Some people stand on the street corner holding signs: “WILL WORK FOR FOOD.” 
 -  “If you’ll work, why are you standing on a street corner holding a sign, accepting donations?” 
  •  Because it’s easier to take a handout than it is to take a job. 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:10, “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 
 
•  You have to make sure the needs are genuine. 
 
•  So, how do you determine whether or not the needs are legitimate when it comes to WIDOWS? 
 -  Shouldn’t we just help them all? 
 
•  Paul says there are TWO KINDS OF WIDOWS: 
 (a) Widows who have family. 
 (b) Widows who have no family but the church. 
 
 (a) Widows Who Have Family (vs. 4) 
  •  Christianity begins at home.   

-  If you’re not a Christian at home, you’re not a Christian anywhere. 
•  If a widow has a family, they should care for her first and meet her needs. 
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Verse 4c.  Children and grandchildren need to repay their parents and grandparents. 
 -  It’s sad how some children neglect their parents. 
 -  Nursing homes are full of people who never have a family member visit them.  (Until the funeral.) 
 
•  Now Paul is not saying that the church doesn’t help widows who have a family. 
 -  He’s just saying the family ought to be the first ones to care for them. 
 
Verse 8.  If you don’t take care of your own family, you’re worse than an unbeliever. 
 -  You’re living on a level beneath the world. 
 
Verse 16.  The family needs to take the first step in assuming responsibilities for widows in their family. 
 
 (b) Widows Who Have No Family (vs. 3, 5, & 16) 
  •  Vs. 3, 5, & 16.  3 times Paul refers to the widows who are really in need. 
  •  These widows need the specific and special care of their church family. 
 
Verse 5.  She is left all alone.  (No family.) 
  
•  Paul already divided the widows into TWO CATEGORIES:  (a)  Widows Who Have Family and (b)  
Widows Who Have No Family. 
 
•  Now, he divides the widows who have no family into TWO CATEGORIES: 
  1. Older Widows (vs. 5-6) 
   -  Those who live for God versus those who live for pleasure. 
   -  There’s quite a contrast here.  (The godly widow and the godless widow.) 
 
•  You better live for God now, or someday, if you live long enough, your older years will be miserable. 
 
Verses 9-10.  The church evidently had a list of widows who were to be helped. 
 
•  The widow’s past is very important to her present and to her future. 
 -  You don’t have someone who lived all her life for the devil and then, in her old age, walks off the  

street and says to the church, “Take care of me.” 
 
 -  There were several qualifications to get on this list: 
  1.  Must be at least 60 years of age (vs. 9a) 
  2.  Must have been faithful to her husband (vs. 9b) 
  3.  Must be known for her good deeds (vs. 10) 
   a.  Bringing up children 
   b.  Showing hospitality 
   c.  Washing the feet of the saints 
   d.  Helping those in trouble 
   e.  Devotion to all kinds of good deeds 
 
•  These verses show the impact a widow can have for God. 
 -  Vs. 10.  “Is well known for her good deeds.” 
 
•  Some of the most faithful people in the church are widows. 
 
  2. The Younger Widows (vs. 11-15) 
   -  Encourage them to get married again (vs. 14) 

-  Younger widows can re-marry and live in such a way that the devil has no opportunity for 
slander. 

 
•  The church is a FAMILY with special relationships and special responsibilities. 


