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“1 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #14                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE DAY OF THE LORD” 
(Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11) 

 
•  Tonight we’re going to look at The Day of The Lord (vs. 2). 
 -  This is different than The Coming of The Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:15). 
 
•  The Coming of the Lord is for the church. 
•  The Day of the Lord is for all the unsaved.   
 
•  The unsaved world struts around as if there is no God.   
 -  The day is coming when they will find out there is a God. 
 
•  You’ve heard people say that history is HIS-Story.  That’s really true. 
 -  The Bible reveals history to be the outworking of God’s sovereign purposes. 
 
Job 42:2, “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.” 
Isaiah 46:10, God declares, “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still 
to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.” 
Isaiah 43:13, “When I act, who can reverse it?” 
 
•  The central figure in all of human history is JESUS CHRIST.  The O.T. points to His coming.  The N.T. 
describes how He came, talks about His life, death and resurrection and how He is coming again. 
 
•  As history continues to unfold before our eyes the purposes of God are being fulfilled. 
 -  Two events loom on the horizon:  The Rapture of the Church & The Day of the Lord. 
 
John MacArthur: “The Day of the Lord will mark the end of man’s day, as God acts in judgment to take 
back control of the earth from the usurpers (both human and demonic) who presently rule it.  It will be an 
unprecedented time of cataclysmic judgment on all unrepentant sinners.” 
 
•  The O.T. prophets warned of a coming judgment. 
•  The N.T. apostles warned of a coming judgment and the punishment of all unbelievers. 
 -  But the One who spoke the most often about judgment was the Lord. 
 
•  When it comes to the end times a lot of people just shut it off and say, “People have been claiming it’s 
the end times since the beginning of time.  I’m not worried about it.” 
 
2 Peter 3:3-4, “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own desires.  They will say, ‘Where is this “coming” He promised?  Ever since our fathers 
died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation’.” 
 
•  It’s easy to be lulled into a false security that “we’ve got nothing to worry about.” 
 
Read 2 Peter 3:5-12  
 
•  Can we really know when the Lord will return? 

- We can’t know the exact day, minute, and second, but we CAN know the “season.” 
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•  Noah was the laughingstock of his day. 

-  He preached for 120 years that judgment was coming and the Lord’s wrath was on its way. 
 (Genesis 6:3 – the span of time until the flood – 1 Peter 3:20) 

 
•  People mocked Noah and made fun of him. 
 -  “Where’s all this judgment, Noah?” “Where’s the wrath?” 
 -  THEN ONE DAY ... IT BEGAN TO RAIN! (And the mocking stopped.) 
 
•  It’s so easy to be lulled into a false security that “we’ve got all the time in the world.” 

-  1 Thessalonians 5:2, “The Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” 
 
ILL.  A thief doesn’t call ahead.  He doesn’t send a written notice.  He doesn’t even knock on the door 
before he knocks the door down. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:2, says, “The Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” 
 -  It’s going to catch people totally off guard.  People will be instantly stunned. 
 
•  Some people have mistakenly believed that no one can know when the Lord is coming because of 1 
Thessalonians 5:2. 
 -  This is a clear reference to The Day of the Lord not The Coming of the Lord. 
 -  Vs. 4.  “ But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.” 
 
Verse 1.  “Now brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you.” 
 -  Times (chronos) and dates  (kairos). 
  •  Chronos refers to chronological time (clock time or calendar time) 
  •  Kairos refers to time in terms of events, eras or seasons.   

(i.e. the times of the Gentiles – Luke 21:24) 
 
John MacArthur: “Taken together, the two terms suggest that the Thessalonians were curious about the 
timing of the end-time events.  That both nouns are plural indicates that many different time periods and 
events make up the end times.  The Rapture, the rise of the Antichrist, the salvation of Israel, the seal, 
trumpet, and bowl judgments, the Second Coming, the battle of Armageddon, the sheep and goat 
judgment, the binding of Satan, the millennial kingdom, the loosing of Satan and subsequent worldwide 
rebellion at the end of the Millennium, the Great White Throne judgment, and the new heavens and the 
new earth.” 
 
•  Believers don’t have to worry about the Day of the Lord (1 Thessalonians 5:2). 
 WHY NOT? 
 -  God is a gracious and merciful God and He always warns before He sends His wrath. 
  •  Before the flood, God warned the people through Noah for 120 years. 
  •  Before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, God warned through Abraham. 
 
Why doesn’t God just let people have it? 
•  First of all, because you and I would be gone. 
•  Second, because of, 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand 
slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
 -  God’s wrath will be poured out during a 7-year period called The Great Tribulation. 
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Will the church go through The Great Tribulation?  NO! 
 -  1 Thessalonians 1:10, “Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.” 
 -  2 Peter 2:4-10.  God knows how to “rescue the godly.” 
 -  1 Thessalonians 5:9, “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through  

our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
•  If you’re genuinely saved tonight you have nothing to worry about. 
 -  If you’re not saved tonight, you have every reason in the world to be worried! 
 
Acts 1:6-7, “It is not for you to know the times or the dates the Father has set by His own authority.” 
 -  Same Gk. words used in 1 Thessalonians 5:1. 
 -  Our focus is to be reaching the world for Christ (Acts 1:8). 
  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 makes it clear that the church is taken off the earth before The Day of the Lord 
takes place in 1 Thessalonians 5. 
 -  If all the saints are taken off the earth, it doesn’t take a graduate degree to figure out who’s left on  

the earth. 
 
•  All of the masses of unsaved people will be plunged into a time of DREADFUL JUDGMENT. 
 -  The church won’t go through the Tribulation.  Because, we won’t be here. 
 
Notice Three Things: 
(1) The Day of the Lord Is Coming (vs. 1-2) 
(2) The Day of the Lord Relates To Unbelievers (vs. 3) 
(3) The Day of the Lord Has Some Things To Say To Believers (vs. 4-11) 
 
(1) THE DAY OF THE LORD IS COMING (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2) 
 -  You don’t need any more information. 
 -  Paul had been there before and had taught them about Jesus’ coming. 
 -  Vs. 2.  We’re talking about a “different” subject now.  “A thief!” 
  •  Compare that with 1 Thessalonians 4:16. 
 
•  As we’ve already noted, thieves don’t come into a neighborhood with speakers on top of their van 
announcing their coming. 
 -  I’ve never heard of a robbery that was preceded with A SHOUT & A TRUMPET BLAST! 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  This coming is ANNOUNCED!  Believers will rejoice. 
1 Thessalonians 5:3.  This coming will be a complete SHOCK!  
 -  Unbelievers will react like someone coming home to find they’ve been robbed and cleaned out. 
 
(2) THE DAY OF THE LORD RELATES TO UNBELIEVERS (1 Thessalonians 5:3) 
 -  Unbelievers will think everything is okay.   
  •  The economy is good, the stock market is up, and their kids are doing great in school. 
  •  Everything is going fine and they’re being told there’s never been a better time. 
 -  “The Christians are gone.  We’ve got this world just like we want it.” 
  •  “Everything’s fine!” 
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•  Then, without warning, like the unexpected pains of labor a woman experiences just before giving 
birth to a child, “DESTRUCTION WILL COME ON THEM SUDDENLY” (vs. 3)  “AND THEY WILL NOT 
ESCAPE!” 
 
•  It might be hard to believe tonight that A DAY OF JUDGMENT is coming! 
 -  The Rangers beat the Braves last night.  The Celtics won the NBA championship last night. 
 -  The war in Iraq appears to be winding down.  Britain is sending more troops to Afghanistan. 
 -  Gas prices actually went down for the second day in a row.  Today was a beautiful day. 
 
BUT A DAY OF JUDGMENT IS COMING! 
 
(3) THE DAY OF THE LORD HAS SOME THINGS TO SAY TO BELIEVERS  

(1 Thessalonians 5:4-11) 
 ILL.  PEANUTS cartoon. 
 -  Charlie Brown is sitting in his chair in a classroom, smiling. 
 -  All his friends are sweating, looking totally distraught. 
 -  Charlie Brown smiles and says, “Security is having the answers to the test.” 
 

-  Vs. 4-5.  We don’t have to sweat it.  We’ve got the answers! 
-  Vs. 6.  This is not a time for sleepy–time, apathy and complacency. 
 •  “I’m going to Heaven and so is my family so I don’t have to worry about anything.” 

•  We need to be ALERT, ACTIVE AND ALIVE. 
-  JESUS is coming!  We have a HOPE!  We need to SHARE it! 
 

Verse 6b.  “Self-controlled” refers to “disciplined.” 
 
Verse 7.  People used to get drunk at night, because they’d be working during the day in the heat. 
 -  They’d get home and as darkness would fall they’d start drinking. 
  •  People who are in darkness live in darkness. 
 
Verse 8.  We need to be “alert” like SENTRIES. 
 
Verse 9.  God’s not going to allow His Church to go through the TRIBULATION. 
 
Verse 10.  If you die before He comes to get the Church ... don’t worry! 
 -  JESUS died so you could live with Him forever. 
 
Verse 11.  Encourage one another and build each other up.  (1 Thessalonians 4:18) 
  
•  We need to be encouraging one another. 

-  How much time did you spend this past week ENCOURAGING other people? 
  •  We’re good at finding the “faults” of others rather than finding something to encourage. 
 
A WORD TO BELIEVERS: 
 -  Don’t be indifferent because you know you’re secure as far as the end times are concerned. 
 -  If you really believe JESUS is coming ... and you really believe He can come at any moment,  

   you’ll be a lot more concerned about reaching your lost friends and relatives. 
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A WORD TO UNBELIEVERS: 
 -  Don’t be fooled because today seems calm. 
 -  There’s a STORM on the horizon. 
 
ILL.:  Article in “New Yorker Magazine.”  Story about a Long Island resident who purchased a very 
expensive barometer. 
 -  Bought it from Abercrombie & Fitch. 
 -  When it arrived, he was disappointed to find the needle appeared stuck pointing to the sector  

marked HURRICANE. 
 -  After shaking it, and beating it on his desk, he wrote a scathing letter to the store. 
 -  The following morning, he mailed it on his way to work in New York City. 
 
•  That evening he returned to find not only his barometer missing, but his house as well! 
 -  The needle of the instrument had been pointed correctly. 
 -  It was September 1938 – the now infamous hurricane that almost leveled all of Long Island. 
 
 DON’T BE FOOLED! 
 -  Job’s doing better.  Health is good.  Salary better than ever.  Talking to family members again. 
 
•  Don’t be fooled!  There’s a STORM coming!  And you won’t escape it without CHRIST! 
 
THE BIBLE HAS BEEN RIDICULED, ATTACKED AND EVEN IGNORED FOR CENTURIES. 
 -  But its indicators are right on target! 
 
•  Tonight you can miss Hell and get Heaven. 
 -  But only through faith in JESUS CHRIST. 
 
•  Have you ever said, “I need JESUS!” 
   -  He’ll give you peace, hope, and security. 
 
•  Don’t say, “Well, someday… I’ll deal with all this.” 
 


