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“1 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #13                         Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH” 
(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

 
•  We come to a passage tonight that is one of the most powerful and most spectacularly encouraging 
portions of Scripture in all the Word of God. 
 -  Six simple verses packed with profound, life-altering truths. 
 
Background: 
•  The Thessalonians were young Christians. 
•  Paul had already taught them about the return of Christ  
 

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, “For they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us.  They tell  
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from  
Heaven, whom He raised from the dead – Jesus, Who rescues us from the coming wrath.”  
 
1 Thessalonians 2:19, “For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus when He comes?  Is it not you?” 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:13, “May He strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the 
presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones.” 

 
•  They knew about the Day of the Lord (See 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3).   
 -  Judgment was coming for the ungodly. 
 
•  There were several issues troubling them: 
 1. Because of the persecution they were experiencing they feared they’d missed the  

Rapture (1 Thessalonians 3:3-4). 
 
Interesting footnote:  Their fear that, somehow, they were already in the Day of the Lord and had 
missed the Rapture implies the Rapture precedes the Great Tribulation. 
 
 2. False teachers had contributed to their confusion (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3) 
 
 3. They wondered about their loved ones who had already died. 
  •  Were they going to miss the Rapture? 
  •  When would they get their resurrection bodies? 
  •  Were there deaths some kind of punishment for sin? 
 
•  So, Paul wrote to them to comfort and encourage them. 
 -  He did that by giving them knowledge of God’s promises and His plans for them and their loved  

ones. 
 
Verse 13.  “We don’t want you to be uninformed (ignorant) or to live under an unbearable burden of grief 
like those whose loved ones have died outside of Christ.” 
 
 -  Pagans have no hope whatsoever. 
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Dr. John Phillips: “Death is indeed a hopeless tragedy for those who were outside of Christ, regarding 
both those who die and those who are left behind to mourn ... For those who are outside of Christ, death 
is final, cold, cruel, callous, and utterly uncaring.  It is ugly, menacing, and inescapable.  Paul calls it ‘the 
last enemy.’  When he arrives, it’s all over.” 
 
•  But for the Christian, death has no sting (1 Corinthians 15:55, “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, 
O death, Is your sting?”). 
 
Verse 18.  “Therefore encourage each other with these words.” 
 
What’s the basis for our encouragement? 
 
Three tremendous truths: 
(1) BELIEVERS NEVER DIE (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14) 
 -  How can Paul say, “We do not want you to grieve as those who have no hope”? 
  •  What is our hope?   
 -  Our hope is based on the fact that when we die, we don’t die. 
 
First of all, our hope is based upon the resurrection of Jesus from the dead (vs. 14). 
 -  Jesus has power over death.  So death has no power over us. 
 -  “God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him.” 
 
Second, our hope is based on the testimony of Jesus. 
 -  John 11:25-26, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though  

he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 
Third, our hope is based on the historical record of Scripture. 
 -  Luke 23:43, the thief on the cross.  He was about to die. And Jesus said to him, “I tell you the  

truth, today you will be with me in paradise” (Heaven). 
 
•  2 Corinthians 12:4.  Paul referred to Heaven as “paradise.” 
 
•  Revelation 2:7.  Heaven is referred to as “the paradise of God.” 
  
What does it mean “those who have fallen asleep”? 
•  It doesn’t mean “soul sleep” – the Bible never mentions anything about soul sleep.  This is a reference 
to the body. 
 -  2 Corinthians 5:8, Paul said he preferred to be “away from the body and at home with the Lord.” 
 -  Philippians 1:23, He talked about his preference to “depart and be with Christ, which is better by  

far.” 
 
•  Believers go immediately into the Lord’s presence at the moment of death here on earth.  (They are 
fully conscious of what is going on.) 
 -  It can’t be unconscious communion with Christ because that wouldn’t be “better by far.” 
 
•  At death, believers go immediately into the presence of the Lord and unbelievers immediately go into 
punishment. (Luke 16:19-30.  The story Jesus told of the Rich Man & Lazarus.) 
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Matthew 17:1-3.  Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus at the Transfiguration. 
 -  The disciples got to see Jesus in His glory. 
 -  They also saw Moses and Elijah (who weren’t asleep but were fully conscious and had bodies). 
  •  They represented the Law & The Prophets, both of which had predicted Christ’s death and  

that is what Luke 9:31 says they were discussing. 
 -  Moses and Elijah obviously had their new bodies because the disciples were able to know them. 
   
•  Peter, James & John wouldn’t have had a clue what Moses and Elijah looked like. 

-  However, there’s obviously something about our new bodies where we will be able to know 
everyone in Heaven. 

 
(2) JESUS IS COMING BACK FOR HIS CHURCH (1 Thessalonians 4:15-16) 
 -  Paul says, “According to the Lord’s own word ...” 
 -  What had Jesus said?  (John 14:1-1-3.  “I go to prepare a place & I’m coming back.”) 
 -  Vs. 16, “For the Lord himself will come down from Heaven ...” 
  •  What an encouraging, life–giving, hope–producing statement!! 
 
How will it happen? 
1. The Lord, Himself will come (vs. 16a) 
 -  He’s not going to send angels. 
 -  At the Second Coming (Mark 13:26-27), angels will come to gather the elect. 
2. He is coming from Heaven, the same place He ascended to in Acts 1:9-11 (vs. 16b) 
 -  Acts 1:11, “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same  

Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen  
him go into heaven.” 

3. He is coming with a loud command [shout] (vs. 16c) 
 -  This has a military ring to it almost as if the Commander in Chief is calling His troops to fall in. 
 -  This is the third shout involving people who had died. 
  #1 -  John 11:43-44.  “Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out’!” 
  #2 -  Matthew 27:50-53.  “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice.” 
   •  The first time, one man came out of the grave. 
   •  The second time, many were raised to life. 
  #3 – 1 Thessalonians 4:16c.  This shout will awaken all the dead in Christ. 
 
John Phillips: “This mighty shout will ring out across the five continents and the seven seas.  Its vibrant 
echoes will comb the mountain peaks, the arctic poles, the desert wastes, the ocean caves, the pampas 
and the prairies, the crowded urban graveyards, and the world’s great battlefields.  And the dead in 
Christ will rise!” 
 
4. The voice of the archangel will echo the shout of the Lord’s command (vs. 16d) 
 -  There’s no definite article in the original language so we don’t know who this is. 
  •  It could be Michael, the archangel mentioned in Jude 9. 
 
5. There will be a trumpet call of God (vs. 16e) 
 -  Trumpets were used several times in Scripture: 
  a. They were played at Israel’s feasts (Numbers 10:10) 
  b. They sounded at celebrations (2 Samuel 6:15) 
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  c. They were played at convocations (Leviticus 23:24) 
  d. They were played when they were going into battle (Numbers 10:9) 
 
•  There are trumpet judgments in Revelation 8-11 but there doesn’t appear to be any connection to this 
trumpet. 
 -  This is not a trumpet call for judgment.  Rather, it is a trumpet call to assemble God’s people and  

to signal their deliverance. 
 
Three tremendous truths: 
(1) Believers Never Die 
(2) Jesus Is Coming Back For His Church 
 
Here’s number 3: 
(3) WE’RE ALL GOING TOGETHER (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 
 -  Yes, you heard me right – we’re all going together. 
 -  I know you’re thinking ... how can we all go together if some have already gone? 
 -  Paul lays out how it will all happen: 
  a. We won’t go before those who’ve gone before us (vs. 15). 
   -  “The dead in Christ will rise first” (vs. 16) 
  b. We’ll be right behind them (vs. 17) 
  c. We’ll be caught up together with them in the clouds and we’ll meet the Lord 
   together (vs. 17b) 
 
How can we both meet the Lord in the air, together, if they died before us? 
 -  First of all, they didn’t die. 
 -  Second, God is not trapped into a space–matter–time dimension like we are. 
  •  He lives in the eternal present tense where the future is already the past. 
 
•  When a believer stops living in this world he or she starts living in the next world.   
 -  Immediately or instantly. 
•  However, since they have entered a Heavenly state where there is no space–time–matter dimension, 
everything is actually suspended. 
 -  They begin to live in another atmosphere altogether.   

•  It is the eternal present tense that God lives in. 
 
ILL.  Old Southwestern Bell movie about the two brothers. 
 -  One goes to space the other stays on earth. 
 -  The one who goes to space doesn’t age because he is traveling at the speed of light. 
  •  The brother on earth ages and grows old. 
 
•  Understanding those three realities: 
 1. Believers never die 
 2. Jesus is coming back for His church 
 3. We’re all going together 
•  It makes you wonder why anyone would ever cry at a funeral! 
 
Closing words:  “Therefore, encourage each other with these words” (vs. 18) 


