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“1 THESSALONIANS” Series, Message #12                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE LIFE THAT PLEASES GOD – Part 2” 
(Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12) 

 
WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR US?  God wants each of us to: 
1. Be Saved  
 1 Timothy 2:3-4, “This is good and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to  

come to a knowledge of the truth.” 
2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is  
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 

 
2. Be Spirit-Filled 
 Ephesians 5:17-18, “Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.  Do not  

get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” 
 
3. Be Sanctified 
 1 Thessalonians 4:3a, “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified ...” 
 
4. Be Submissive 
 1 Peter 2:13-15a, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men:  

whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those  
who do wrong and commend those who do right.  For it is God’s will that by doing good you should  
silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.” 

 
5. Be willing to Suffer 
 1 Peter 3:17, “It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” 
 
6. Be Sincerely Thankful 
 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ  

Jesus.” 
 
Verse 1.  “Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God.” 
Verse 2.  “For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.” 
 -  The instructions weren’t man-made.  They were God-given. 
 
Three things: 
(1) LIVE HOLY (1 Thessalonians 4:3-8) 
 -  “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified. 
 -  To be “sanctified” means to “be holy” or to “be set apart.” 
 -  The word “holy” is used over 600 times in the Bible.  (Leviticus is devoted to the subject.) 
 
 (a) The problem (vs. 3-6a) 
  •  Timothy had probably come back to Paul with the report there was still some immorality 
  taking place among the believers in Thessalonica. 
 
Background:  The Greek culture, like ours today, gave wide approval to all kinds of sexual activity.  The 
idea that any kind of extramarital sex was wrong would’ve been completely foreign to the Greek mind. 
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•  They saw nothing wrong with immorality of any kind, committing sodomy, indulging in premarital or 
extramarital immorality.  Prostitution was legal and even the profits from the brothels were often used to 
build temples. 
 
•  Many of the false religions employed both male and female prostitutes and encouraged people to 
engage in immorality with them as a means of worship. 
 -  So, when these people became Christians in Thessalonica, some of them continued to engage in 
 sexual activity and Paul was writing to them to challenge them to a higher standard of living. 
 
Verse 3-5.  Paul encouraged them to do four things: 

1. Avoid all kinds of sexual immorality (vs. 3b) 
2. Learn to control their bodies in a way that was holy and honorable (vs. 4) 
3. Separate themselves from their pagan counterparts (vs. 5) 
4. Not take advantage of others to gratify their own desires (vs. 6a) 

  •  It literally means “step over.”  It has to do with crossing a line. 
   -  God has placed a “no trespassing” sign over every man or woman who is not one’s own  

wife or husband. 
 
 (b) The punishment (vs. 6b-7) 
  •  “Trespassers will be prosecuted.” 
 
•  You can be forgiven – but the memory will always be there. 
 
 (c) The predicament (vs. 8) 
  •  The ultimate irony of it all is that when we reject God’s standards and God’s call, we are  

actually rejecting Him. 
 
So, if we are going to live a life that pleases God, the first thing we need to do is ... 
(1) LIVE HOLY. 
(2) LOVE GENUINELY (1 Thessalonians 4:9-10) 
 -  Paul shifts gears here and contrasts genuine love with selfish lust.   
  •  Lust is always self-centered.  It’s always about YOU! 
  •  Love is just the opposite.  It’s always about the other person.  You are looking out for their  

best interests. 
 
Quote:  One comedian said, “If you love someone let them go.  If they belong to you they’ll come back.  
If not, hunt them down and kill em’.” 
 
 (a) Genuine love always seeks the best for others. 
  • 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a. 
 
 (b) Genuine love always demonstrates itself in acts of service. 
  •  James 2:14-16, “Faith without works (deeds) is dead.” 
   -  Meeting the needs of others, doing things sacrificially to benefit others. 
 
Verse 9.  Paul says, “I really don’t need to write you about this because God has taught you how to 
love.”  (A mark of their salvation.  They were doing it instinctively.  That’s what saved people do.) 
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Romans 5:5, “And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” 
 
Verse 10.  As good as their love was for the brothers not only in their own church but throughout the 
churches in Macedonia (which would’ve included Philippi and Berea), Paul encouraged them to excel 
even more. 
 -  Isn’t that what a good pastor does? 
  •  It isn’t that what we do is never good enough.  It’s that we can always do better. 
 -  As we love each other genuinely and sacrificially it brings joy to God. 
 
LIVE HOLY, LOVE GENUINELY ... 
(3) LEAD SIMPLY (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12) 
 (a) We’re to lead a quiet life 

• “Lead a quiet life and mind your own business.”  (That’s pretty simple, isn’t it?) 
  •  Paul encouraged Timothy the same way in 1 Timothy 2:2.   
   
We are to pray for those in authority so that “we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness.” 
  
•  Obnoxious Christianity is an OXYMORON. 
 
 (b) We’re to mind our own business  

-  This doesn’t mean we hide from the world or withdraw from the world. 
  -  We’re to stand for the truth of God’s Word, and share our faith with people who don’t know  

the Lord. 
•  But we should do all that without being obnoxious or distracting. 

  -  Our main focus should be to make sure we’re the kind of person God wants us to be. 
 
•  Some people are “spiritual speck checkers.”  Specialists in finding the flaws of others. 
 -  Matthew 7:3-5. 
 

(c) We’re to work with our hands 
 -  We’re to work with our hands not look for handouts. 
 -  Paul repeats this in 2 Thessalonians 3:10. 

 
•  Paul’s purpose behind all of this is found in verse 12: 
 “So that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on  

anybody.” 
 
•  Christians should never be a drain on the community or the culture in which we live. 
 -  We should direct the community and drive the culture: 
  “This is the way you ought to live ... This is the way life is meant to be ...” 
 
Next Time:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 
 
  


