
© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

“THE PETER PRINCIPLES,” Message #24                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE FINAL APPEAL – Part 5” 
(Text:  1 Peter 5:5-14) 

 
•  As we’ve seen previously, Peter warns of three perils: 
 1.  The Peril of Covetousness.  2.  The Peril of Conceit.  3.  The Peril of Compromise. 
 
(1) THE PERIL OF COVETOUSNESS 
 -  The first of these three perils is a direct warning to the shepherds of the church:  the elders. 
 -  It’s an honor to be a leader in God’s church and there’s a certain thrill associated with it. 
 -  It’s also a sobering responsibility to be a leader and there’s a certain threat that comes with it 
   
•  Covetousness means to “desire self gain.” 
 
If you’re going to be a leader: 
1. Do it with the right spirit (vs. 2). 
 -  Serving as an overseer.   
2. Do it for the right reason (vs. 2). 
 -  You are eager and willing to serve as God wants you to be. 
3. Do it in the right manner (vs. 3). 
 -  You’re not a dictator.  You’re an example. 
 -  “Follow me as I follow Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). 
 
 What Happens When Good Shepherds Lead Well? 
 a. YOU GET A PERSONAL AUDIENCE (1 Peter 5:4) 
  
 
 b. YOU GET AN ETERNAL REWARD (1 Peter 5:4) 
  •  Verse 4.  “The crown of glory that will never fade away.” 
   -  In Peter’s day, crowns were awarded rather than trophies at athletic events. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-25.  Paul said we do what we do to “get a crown that will last forever.” 
 
•  Every award and reward on this earth is temporary. 
 -  Peter was looking forward to a crown that would never fade away. 
 
•  Shepherding the flock of God is serious business.  It’s also a sobering responsibility. 
  
•  There are high standards and high expectations for those who serve as shepherds over the flock of 
God. 
 -  There’s also a high reward for faithfulness. 
 
(2) THE PERIL OF CONCEIT (1 Peter 5:5-7) 
 -  “In the same way . . .” (KJV, “Likewise . . .”) 
  
 a. Submission (vs. 5a) 
  •  Peter addressed the leaders of the church, now he turns to the congregation. 
  •  As shepherds submit to the Chief Shepherd, so the flock submits to their shepherds. 
 
•  The foundational attitude of every believer must be submission (Ephesians 5:21). 
 1 Peter 2:13-20.  Submit to every authority (including government), employers. 
 1 Peter 3:1-7.  Submit in marriage. 
•  No one is exempt from Peter’s admonition to be submissive.  But he targets the younger men.   
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “They generally tend to be the most aggressive and headstrong members of any 
group.” 
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Verse 5.  “Be submissive to those who are over you” (not just older saints). 
 -  The context is the elders of the church.  (NKJV, “submit yourselves to your elders.”) 
 
Greek word:  HUPOTASSO – “to line up under.”  (Military term) 
 -  Christians are called to respectfully place themselves under the leadership of their shepherds. 
 
•  Christians are to be submissive to all authorities, but especially in the church. 
 -  Hebrews 13:17. 
 
•  Arrogance and conceit don’t belong among God’s people in any context. 
 
 b. Humility (vs. 5b-6) 
  •  “Clothe” means “to tie something on oneself” such as a slave’s apron. 
  •  You are preparing to serve someone else. 
   -  One who serves even in the lowliest of tasks. 
 
  •  This is what Jesus did in John 13. 
 
Verse 5c.  Peter reinforces his admonition by quoting from Proverbs 3:34, “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.” 
 
•  The way to the top is to head for the bottom.  The way to be great is to be a servant. 
 -  Be submissive and willing to serve wherever, however, whenever, whatever. 
 
Verse 6.  He reinforces it even more by saying, “God is in charge here.” 
 -  You want to do what’s right to receive divine grace and avoid divine opposition. 
 -   The authority over all believers in the church is none other than “God’s mighty hand.” 
 
Verse 6b.  “In due time, He will lift you up.” 

-  Luke 14:11, “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 

 
 c. Trust (Vs. 7) 
  •  We can trust God’s purposes in the midst of our problems. 
   -  “Casting” means to “throw upon.” 
   -  Throw all your cares and anxieties on the Lord. 
    •  Get rid of them by giving them to Him. 
 
•  We’re not good at trusting and relaxing in the Lord. 
  
  Three things to do when trials and troubles come: 
  1. Break down – burn out, give up, and quit. 
  2. Break out – violent reaction.  (“I’m outta’ here.) 
  3. Break through – cast it all on the Lord. 
 
•  The most conceited thing you can do is play God. 
 -  If you’re worrying about everything and trying to work it out on your own, you’re playing God. 
 
(1) The Peril of Covetousness 
(2) The Peril of Conceit 
 
(3) THE PERIL OF COMPROMISE (1 Peter 5:8-11) 
 -  A warning that in the midst of suffering you can always count on Satan showing up. 
 -  He loves to catch us when we’re down. 
  •  He can’t take us down, but he loves to keep us down. 
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 How can we avoid compromising or being compromised? 
 
 a. Be self-controlled (vs. 8a) 
  •  KJV, “Be sober.” 
  •  “Disciplining your mind and body to avoid the intoxicating allurements of the world.” 
 
•  When you’re suffering, the devil will come along and offer some relief from the world. 
 -  A sugar fix.  A feel good moment.  A distraction from your distress. 
 
  •  Be self-controlled.  Keep your head clear and your heart pure. 
 
 b. Be alert (vs. 8b) 
  •  “Be watchful,” “stay awake.” 
  •  A lot of Christians are “asleep at the wheel” when it comes to the devil and his vices. 
 
Verse 8b.  You’ve got an enemy.  An adversary (KJV). 
 -  Satan is not only the adversary of God and His holy angels, he is also your adversary. 
 
Verse 8c.  “He prowls around like a roaring lion.” 
 -  He is not a roaring lion.  That would make it easy to avoid him. 
 -  More often than not, he comes at you slow, small, subtle and silent.   
  (Like a nice cat you begin to pet until it suddenly bites you!) 
 
•  Satan is a formidable foe.  He’s not some harmless mythical figure.  He has destructive powers. 
 -  His intent is not to wound, but to destroy. 
 
1 John 4:4, “Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.” (KJV) 
 -  Jesus is the reason you and I can overcome Satan. 
 
 c. Be ready to stand firm and resist him (vs. 9) 
  •  “Resist” means “to take a stand against.” 
  •  To “stand firm” means to make that stand “solid.” 
   -  Gk. Stereos – stereo, meaning “solid or balanced at both ends.” 
  •  You know sound, biblical doctrine and you stand upon it. 
   -  Know the truth and stand upon it. 
   
  Two important things: 
  1.  Peter doesn’t say, “Go attack the devil.”  Just stand firm and resist him. 
   -  You don’t need to go looking for the devil.  He’ll find you. 
  2.  Peter says, “you’re not the only one suffering.” 
   -  The devil is no respecter of persons.  He’s going after everyone. 
   -  Stand firm.  It will encourage your brothers. 
 
The Peril of Covetousness 
The Peril of Conceit 
The Peril of Compromise 
 
(4) THE PROMISE OF COMFORT (1 Peter 5:10-11) 

-  “Because you are in Christ, the God of all grace, Who called you to His eternal glory, will restore 
you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” 

 -  Romans 8:28, 31, 37-39 
 
 •  Just the thought of that causes Peter to stop and praise God (verse 11). 
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(5) THE POWER OF COMPANIONS (I Peter 5:12-14) 
 -  Peter closes this epistle talking about the power of companionship.  The partnership we have in  
 Christ. 
 
 a. Silas (vs. 12) 
  •  His faithful traveling partner (Acts 15:40; 16:25) 
  •  He was faithful to the truth and faithful to his teammate, Paul. 
   -  Most scholars believe Silas wrote this epistle as Peter dictated it to him. 
   -  And, that Silas was the one who delivered this epistle. 
 
 b. She who is in Babylon (vs. 13). 
  •  There was more than one lady in Rome.  If it were an individual he would’ve used her name. 
  •  The church in Rome. 
   -  He said “Babylon” to protect the Roman Christians. 
 
 c. Mark (vs. 13b) 
  •  Peter calls him, “my son.” 
  •  A reference to the age difference but also to the fact Mark was his spiritual son. 
   -  This is John Mark, who left Paul on the missionary journey. 
    •  John Mark was the cousin of Barnabas. 
   -  The split between Paul and Barnabas, paired Paul with Silas. 
    •  Paul later said John Mark was useful to him (2 Timothy 4:11) 
 
(6) THE PRACTICE OF COMPASSION (1 Peter 5:13-14) 
 -  This was a greeting of affection.  Customary among believers in the early church. 
   
•  Before you get all excited . . . historians tell us it was man to man and woman to woman. 
 
 -  There ought to be a level of love and compassion among Christians that you can’t find anywhere. 
 
John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
•  The principles Peter shares in this epistle are life changing . . . but only if we put them into practice. 
 
 
Verse 14.  Peter closes this letter with a simple statement: “Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” 
 
•   There is no peace apart from Christ. 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 
 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  

present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 
  


