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“THE PETER PRINCIPLES,” Message #21                                       Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE FINAL APPEAL – Part 2” 
(Text:  1 Peter 5:1-13) 

 
•  In this final chapter, Peter makes his final appeal. 
 -  These are the last words of Peter.  We won’t hear from him again until we get to Heaven. 
  •  In a very real sense, Peter is summarizing the whole book in this text. 
  
 
Remember there are 3 Dimensions to 1 Peter: 
(1) Suffering in the light of our great salvation (1 Peter 1 – 2) 
(2) Suffering in the light of our present situation (1 Peter 2 – 4:6) 
(3) Suffering in the light of Christ’s 2nd Coming (1 Peter 4:7 – 5:14) 
 
•  Every Christian is going to suffer if we live the life we’re supposed to live. 
  
2 Timothy 3:12, “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
 
In our text, Peter issues 3 warnings to the church living in the last days before Christ’s return. 
 -  He warns of three perils. 
 
1.  The Peril of Covetousness.  2.  The Peril of Conceit.  3.  The Peril of Compromise. 
 
 
(1) THE PERIL OF COVETEOUSNESS (1 Peter 5:1-4) 
 -  Peter directs his remarks to the leaders of the church. 
 -  He warns them against covetousness.  (“I don’t see anything about covetousness.”) 
 
•  Covetousness means “to desire self gain.” 

-  He warns the leaders not to desire money, ambition, be petty tyrants, dominators, little rulers, etc. 
 -  He admonishes them to be examples. 
 
Verse 1.   Peter zeroes in on the elders because he knows how crucial they are to the church. 
 
Verse 2.  Here’s what the elders are to do.  “Be shepherds of God’s flock.” 
 
 Acts 20:28-29.  Elders are to “guard” the flock.  (Texas:  “take care of the herd.”) 
 
•  Shepherds are to feed the sheep.  (John 21, Jesus told Peter 3 times to “feed my sheep”). 
 
Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks At Psalm 23: 
 “It is no accident that God has chosen to call us sheep.  The behavior of sheep and human beings is 
similar in many ways . . . Sheep do not just take care of themselves as some might suppose.  They 
require, more than any other class of livestock, endless attention and meticulous care.” 
 “Our mass mind (or mob instincts), our fears and timidity, our stubbornness and stupidity, our 
perverse habits are all parallels of profound importance.” 
 
John MacArthur, 1 Peter Commentary: 
 “God has created most animals with an uncanny instinct to find their way home.  But if sheep stray  
into unfamiliar territory, they become completely disoriented and cannot find their way back home.” 
 
•  Sheep do not instinctively know what is good for them.  They are apt to walk right into the midst of 
danger, eat poisonous plants, ruin their own pastures, and enter water that is moving too rapidly and will 
most likely result in their death. 
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Isaiah 53:6, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way . . .” 
 
John 10:11-15.  The Good Shepherd and His Sheep. 
 
•  Peter understood all of this imagery about sheep and shepherds when he wrote . . . “Be shepherds of 
God’s flock that is under your care . . .” (1 Peter 5:2) 
 
Psalm 23:1, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures . . .” 
 
•  Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks At Psalm 23, was a sheep owner and sheep rancher for 8 years in 
East Africa with many of the same customs as the Middle East. 
 -  He says, “The strange thing about sheep is that because of their very make-up, it is almost  
 impossible for them to be made to lie down unless four requirements are met: 
  
 1. They must be free from all fear. 
 2. They must be free from friction with others of their kind. 
 3. They must be free from pests. 
 4. They must be free from hunger. 
 
“It is significant that to be at rest there must be a definite sense of freedom from FEAR, TENSION, 
AGGRAVATIONS & HUNGER.” 
 
•  It’s ironic that the only one who can make the sheep lie down is the shepherd. 
 
Are shepherds (leaders) important? 
 -  The only one who can help control those four things is the shepherd. 
 -  A good shepherd. 
 
There are bad shepherds.  (Ezekiel 34:1-10). 
 -  This goes right along with what Peter warns about in 1 Peter 5:1-4. 
 
•  A flock that is restless, discontented, always agitated and disturbed never does well. 
 -  The same thing is true of people. 
 
Phillip Keller:  “As long as there is even the slightest suspicion of danger from dogs, coyotes, cougars, 
bears or other enemies the sheep stand up ready to flee for their lives.  They have little or no means of 
self-defense.  They are helpless, timid, feeble creatures whose only recourse is to run.” 
 
“In the course of time I came to realize that nothing so quieted and reassured the sheep as to see me in 
the field.  The presence of their master and owner and protector put them at ease as nothing else could 
do, and this applied day and night.” 
 
1 Peter 5:2, “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care . . . ” 
 
•  Every generation and every organization faces the never-ending challenge of calling out, raising up, 
developing and improving leaders. 
 -  No one else is going to do it for you. 
 
•  You can’t send people away to a seminar and expect them to come back dynamic leaders. 
 -  You can’t have people read a book and listen to some CD’s and expect Peter, Paul and John. 
 
•  It takes time.  Lots of time.   
 -  It takes trials.  Lots of trials. 
 -  It takes tears.  Lots of tears. 
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•  If you think it’s easy, read what Paul tells his young protégé Timothy in 1 and 2 Timothy.   
 -  In the first chapter of 1 Timothy, Paul warns him about false teachers.  
 -  In C/2-3, he stresses the importance of prayer, worship, and having qualified leaders. 
 -  In C/4 he warns Timothy that in the last days people are going to get caught up in all kinds of 
 bizarre doctrines, abandon the faith and follow demons. 
  •  He tells Timothy to train himself in godliness and “command and teach these things.” 
  •  He tells Timothy to devote himself to the Word and don’t let anyone intimidate you. 
  •  He tells Timothy to keep preaching and teaching. 
  
 -  In 2 Timothy Paul talks about not being ashamed and being ready to endure hardship. 
 -  He warns about the coming godlessness of the last days. 
 -  He warns about the fact that people are going to desert you, just keep preaching the Word. 
 
•  Moses was forty years on the backside of the desert preparing for leadership. 
 -  Joshua was forty years in the shadow of Moses’ leadership. 
 -  Paul was in the Arabian desert for 3 years being discipled by the Lord (Galatians 1:17). 
 
•  Leadership takes time. 
 -  Not just anyone can be a leader and not just anyone should be a leader. 
 
 
1 Timothy 5:22.  “Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the sins of others.” 
 -  A quick ordination.  Putting someone in a position of leadership and they are not qualified to lead. 
 
 
Being a good shepherd is hard work. 
 
Keller:  “Green pastures did not just happen by chance.  Green pastures were the product of 
tremendous labor, time and skill in land use.  Green pastures were the result of clearing rough, rocky 
land; of tearing out brush and roots and stumps; of deep plowing and careful soil preparation; of seeding 
and planting special grains and legumes; of irrigating with water and husbanding with care the crops of 
forage that would feed the flocks.” 
 
•  Being a shepherd means being willing to sweat, get your hands dirty, and being willing to invest a lot 
of time and effort. 
 
•  Being a shepherd means a lot of preparation that the sheep would never see or even be aware of.  
They will merely be the recipients of your hard work and efforts on their behalf. 
 
 


