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“THE FINAL APPEAL – Part 1” 
(Text:  1 Peter 5:1-13) 

 
•  We come to the final chapter of I Peter tonight. 
 -  We will be here for several weeks. 
 
•  In this final chapter, Peter makes his final appeal. 
 -  These are the last words of Peter.  We won’t hear from him again until we get to Heaven. 
 
•  In a very real sense, Peter is summarizing the whole book in this text. 
 -  He’s still talking about suffering, but he focuses his comments on the character of the church in  
 the last days. 
 
Remember there are 3 Dimensions to 1 Peter: 
(1) Suffering in the light of our great salvation (1 Peter 1 – 2) 
(2) Suffering in the light of our present situation (1 Peter 2 – 4:6) 
(3) Suffering in the light of Christ’s 2nd Coming (1 Peter 4:7 – 5:14) 
 
•  So, the theme of the book is suffering as a Christian. 
 -  Peter has tried to bring all this into perspective for these people who were going through  
 tremendous persecution and suffering for Christ. 
 
•  Every Christian is going to suffer if we live the life we’re supposed to live. 
  
2 Timothy 3:12, “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
•  You could almost re-title the book:  “TRIUMPH IN THE MIDST OF TROUBLE.” 
 -  Peter says we should rejoice when we suffer for Christ.   
  
“But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory 
is revealed.” (1 Peter 4:13) 
 
•  In this final section, Peter really zeroes in on the fact that we can endure suffering because of Christ’s 
Second Coming. 
 
•  Someone fed all the data from the Bible into a computer and came up with the following regarding the 
Second Coming. 
 1. One fifth of the bible deals with prophecy.   
  •  One third of all prophecy deals with Christ’s Second Coming. 
 2. There are 333 prophecies in the Bible concerning Christ.   
  •  224 of them have to do with His Second Coming.   
  •  109 with His First Coming. 
 3. Of 46 O.T. prophets, 10 of them mentioned the first coming of Christ. 
  •  36 mentioned the Second Coming of Christ. 
 4. The Second Coming is mentioned 8 times for every time the First Coming is mentioned. 
 5. Over 50 times in the N.T., we are told to be ready because Jesus is coming. 
 
•  The Second Coming is important. 
 
Now, in our text tonight, Peter gives 3 warnings to the church living in the last days before Christ’s return. 
 -  We warns of three perils. 
 
1.  The Peril of Covetousness.  2.  The Peril of Conceit.  3.  The Peril of Compromise. 
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(1) THE PERIL OF COVETEOUSNESS (1 Peter 5:1-4) 
 -  Peter directs his remarks to the leaders of the church. 
 -  He warns them against covetousness.  (“I don’t see anything about covetousness.”) 
 
•  Covetousness means “to desire self gain.” 

-  He warns the leaders not to desire money, ambition, be petty tyrants, dominators, little rulers, etc. 
 -  He admonishes them to be examples. 
 
Verse 1.  He uses the word “elder.”  (The early church leaders were called “elders.”) 
 -  There are actually 6 words used in the Bible for the same office. 
 1.  Elder  2.  Overseer  3.  Presbyter  4.  Bishop  5.  Pastor  6.  Shepherd 
 
•  This happens with Pastors all the time.  (Minister, preacher, etc.) 
 
•  Each church had a plurality of elders and they were charged with the responsibility of caring for the 
flock of God.  (1 Peter 5:2). 
 
So, Peter starts at the top. 
 
Hosea 4:9.  “Like people, like priests.” 

-  In other words, the reason Israel went down the tubes was because the leadership went down 
first. 

 
•  No organization will ever rise above its leadership.  Especially, in the church. 
 -  Good leaders are absolutely essential to the good of the church. 
 
1 Peter 5:1.  Peter says, “I am a fellow elder.” 
 -  He’s not the first pope of the Catholic church. 
 -  In effect, he says, “I’m just one of the leaders with you guys.” 
 
•  The term “elder” has an interesting story behind it. 
 -  It didn’t originate with Christianity.  It actually has a Jewish background. 
 
In Numbers 11,  God told Moses to select 70 elders, who were known to be leaders from among the 
people, and they would help Moses shoulder the burden of caring for the people. 
 
•  From that beginning, every town, village and city began to have their own elders. 
 -  The elders would sit at the gates and make their rulings there. 
  •  Everyone could see and hear what they were doing. 
 
 •  Eventually, the San Hedrin became the Jewish Supreme Court and the majority of the people in the 
San Hedrin were elders from various towns and villages. 
 
•  So the elders were very important and Christianity picked up the term and added overseer, presbyter 
and bishop to it. 
 
•  It became Paul’s custom, whenever he went to a town and started a church, to appoint elders. 
 Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5. 
 
•  Paul was concerned that the church had good, strong elders to care for them and lead them. 
 -  So, Peter zeroes in on the elders because he knows how crucial they are to the church. 
 
Acts 20:28-29.  Elders are to “guard” the flock.  (Texas:  “take care of the herd.”) 
 
•  A pastor is simply a teaching elder.  (1 Timothy 5:17) 
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•  Peter says, “I’m an elder and also a witness of Christ’s sufferings.” 
 -  One of the things that gave Peter authority was the fact that he had been a witness to the  
 sufferings of Christ.  (A qualification of an apostle – Acts 1:21-22) 
  
 
What does witness mean?  One who personally saw and experienced something and one who testified 
to what he saw. 
 
2 Peter 1:16.  “We were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  
 
•  We need to do more than just know the reality of Christ – we need to share it. 
 
Verse 1, “who also will share in the glory to be revealed.” 
 -  Peter saw the glory of God on the face of Christ as He ascended into Heaven (Luke 9:28-29). 
 -  He also looks forward to the glory to be revealed (1 Peter 5:1). 
 -  And, he had the spirit of glory on him now (1 Peter 4:14). 
 
Verse 2.  Here’s what the elders are to do. 
 
•  Shepherds are to feed the sheep. 
 -  Remember in John 21, Jesus told Peter 3 times to “feed my sheep.” 
 
Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks At Psalm 23: 
 “It is no accident that God has chosen to call us sheep.  The behavior of sheep and human beings 
is similar in many ways . . . Sheep do not just take care of themselves as some might suppose.  They 
require, more than any other class of livestock, endless attention and meticulous care.” 
 “Our mass mind (or mob instincts), our fears and timidity, our stubbornness and stupidity, our 
perverse habits are all parallels of profound importance.” 
 
John MacArthur, I Peter Commentary: 
 “God has created most animals with an uncanny instinct to find their way home.  But if sheep stray  
into unfamiliar territory, they become completely disoriented and cannot find their way back home.” 
 
•  Sheep do not instinctively know what is good for them.  They are apt to walk right into the midst of 
danger, eat poisonous plants, ruin their own pastures, and enter water that is moving too rapidly and will 
most likely result in their death. 
 
Isaiah 53:6, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way . . .” 
 
John 10:11-15.  The Good Shepherd and His Sheep. 
 
•  Peter understood all of this imagery about sheep and shepherds when he wrote . . . “Be shepherds of 
God’s flock that is under your care . . .” (1 Peter 5:2) 
 
 


