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“THE PETER PRINCIPLES,” Message #17                     Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE DEMANDS OF DISCIPLESHIP” 
(Text:  1 Peter 4:7-11) 

 
•  Peter is challenging these scattered, persecuted believers to live godly lives. 

-  And, when they’re persecuted to endure it with joy, so they might be a testimony to an 
unbelieving world. 

 
•  The message he keeps trying to get across is this:  live the kind of life that will win the world to Christ. 
 
•  1 Peter falls into 3 basic parts, three basic reasons why they are live this kind of exemplary life: 
 1. Because of their PRECIOUS SALVATION (1 Peter 1:1-2:10) 
  •  You’ve been redeemed by Christ.  (Better than silver or gold) 
 2. Because of your PRESENT SITUATION (1 Peter 2:11-4:6) 
  •  Your testimony is crucial.  You’re in the midst of tremendous persecution. 
 3. Because of Jesus’ PERSONAL SECOND COMING (1 Peter 4:7-5:14) 
 
•  Now Peter moves into the 3rd section of the book. 
 -  The SECOND COMING is not a new theme to this epistle. 
 -  1:3, “their living hope is the second coming of Christ.”  (Ours, too!) 
 -  1:3; 1:7; 1:11; 1:13; 2:12, and on and on. 
 
•  Peter is constantly referring to the 2nd Coming. 
 -  We’ve been following two basic themes in this book: 
  (a) Suffering for Christ 
  (b) The Second Coming of Christ 
 
•  In this last section, Peter brings these two themes together. 
 -  You could call this section:  “Suffering in the light of Christ’s return.” 
 -  And Peter talks about the kind of life we ought to live. 
  •  To live the kind of life we need to live will put demands upon us. 
 
•  So, Peter reminds them (and us) of The Demands of Discipleship. 
 -  He says, “Before I tell you about the 2nd Coming, let me remind you of what you’re supposed to  
 be.” 
 
Verses 7-11.  He tells us the “demands” upon us. 
Verses 12-19.  He warns us we’re going to get it from the world. 
1 Peter 5:1ff.  He tells us, “Don’t sweat it – God’s going to take care of you.” 
 
•  So, we begin this section on The Demands of Discipleship. 
 
What Does God Require Of Us? 
(1) The INCENTIVE For Discipleship (1 Peter 4:7a) 
 -  “The end of all things is near.” 
 -  Revelation 22.  “Behold, I come quickly!” 
 -  Peter says, “that’s our motive for discipleship.” 
 
•  Paul said, “we labor to be accepted of Him” (2 Corinthians 5:9/KJV) 
 
•  Some will say, “Well, wasn’t Peter a little off? ”  He said the end of all things is near. 
 -  It’s been over 2,000 years. 
 
•  Jesus said, “It’s not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set.”  (Acts 1:7) 
 -  Peter wasn’t mistaken.  He didn’t know when Jesus was coming back. 
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•  So, he lived each day as if that were the day. 
 -  Imagine what would happen if people were still doing that today? 
 
•  Paul said in Philippians 4:5, “The Lord is near ...” 
•  James said, “The Lord’s coming is near ...”  (James 5:8) 
•  John said, “The time is near ...” (Revelation 22:10) 
 
•  Every great man of God, who lived in the N.T., lived as if each moment was his last. 
 -  Talk about an incentive.  Talk about motivation. 
 
•  This was the secret of the early church.  They lived as if each moment was their last. 
 -  They refused to get involved in all the inconsequential stuff. 
 
1 John 3:3, “Everyone who has this hope in himself purifies himself.”  (Christ’s return.) 
 
•  We’ve got to learn to live like that.  
 -  We’ve got to become more aware of Christ’s soon return. 
 
•  Their awareness of Christ’s soon return kept them from becoming complacent. 

-  Everywhere they went they were talking about Jesus because they knew He’d be back any 
moment. 

 
Luke 12:35-40.  Are we really ready? 
 
•  If they lived like that way back then ... how much more should we live like that today.  We’re closer!! 
 
In view of The INCENTIVE we have, notice ... 
(2) The INSTRUCTIONS (1 Peter 4:7-10) 
 -  “Therefore, be clear minded.” Be able to keep things in their proper perspective. 
  •  Know what matters and what doesn’t matter.  
 
 (a) “Be clear minded.”  (Vs. 7.  “Be sane.”)  If someone is insane that means they are unable to  
  distinguish things in their proper perspective. 
  •  To be sane, we need to stay away from un-godliness and worldly lusts. 
 
 (b) “Be self-controlled ... so you can pray” (vs. 7b) 
  •  You have to master things instead of letting things master you. 
  •  Have your life under control, so you can pray. 
 
 (c) “Love each other deeply ...” (vs. 8) Too many Christians have lost their love for each other. 
  •  They’re ready to jump ship at the slightest infraction. 
  •  So many little groups want to prove they’re right, rather than proving they belong to Christ. 
 
Colossians 3:14.  “Over all these virtues put on love.” 
 
•  You know what love does?  (Vs. 8b.  Genuine love produces forgiveness.) 
 
 (d) “Offer hospitality without grumbling” (vs. 9) 
  •  The early church would’ve died without hospitality. 
  •  Preachers went from town to town, relying completely on the fact people would open their  
  homes to them. 
 
Hospitality – Gk. “loving strangers.” 
 
 (e) “Use your gifts to serve others” (vs. 10) 
  •  Rom. 12:6.  We all have gifts that are to be used for others. 
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Verse 11.  “If anyone speaks ...”  (Speaking gifts and serving gifts) 
 -  The very words of God.  Not your own opinions. 
 -  “If anyone serves, do it with the strength God provides.” 
 
•  When you don’t use your gift, you don’t just cripple yourself, you cripple the body of Christ. 
 
•  God didn’t call us to come late to church, sit in the back, leave early and then, go out in the world 
telling them what a nice church we have. 
 
•  Whatever it is that you do – do it faithfully. 
 
The INCENTIVE, the INSTRUCTIONS ... 
(3) The INTENTION (1 Peter 4:11b) 
 -  “So that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” 
 -  God wants to be glorified. 
 -  The basis of everything we do is to “glorify God.” 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
 
The INCENTIVE:  Christ is coming back very soon. 
 
The INSTRUCTIONS:  Be sane, clear minded, self-controlled. 
 -  Exhibit love toward one another 
 -  Practice hospitality 
 -  Use your gift to build the body of Christ. 
 
The INTENTION:  So we can bring glory to God. 


