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“1 JOHN” Series, Message #18                                                        Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“THINGS WE CAN COUNT ON” – Part 2 
(Text: 1 John 5:13-21) 

 
 
•  John closes his epistle by giving us FIVE THINGS WE CAN COUNT ON.  (Five things we can know for 
sure.) 
 
(1) WE CAN KNOW WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE  (1 John 5:13) 
 -  Eternal life is: knowing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

-  It isn’t primarily a reference to a period of time or a place. Rather it refers to a PERSON Who lives 
inside of us. 
-  John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.” 

 
(2) WE CAN KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER (1 John 5:14-17) 
 -  As long as “our hearts don’t condemn us” (1 John 3:21). 
 -  As long as we “remain in Him and do what He says” (John 15:7-14). 
 -  As long as we “ask according to His will” (1 John 5:14). 
 
•  John brings up the issue of “the sin that leads to death.” 
 -  The sin that causes God to take a believer home. (Remember 1 John is written to Christians.) 
 
1 John 5:17, “All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death.” 
 
Dr. John Phillips:  “Sin is always serious, but there are some sins that call for premature death for a 
believer, and consequent shame and loss at the judgment seat of Christ.” 
 
•  That would be depressing news if it weren’t for the fact that John continues … 
 
(3) WE CAN KNOW WE HAVE VICTORY OVER SIN (1 John 5:18) 
 -  Believers will never reach the point where we are incapable of sin. 
  •  John says people who make such a claim are liars (1 John 1:8, 10) 
  “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 

“If we claim we have not sinned, we make him (God) out to be a liar and His Word has no place 
in our lives.” 
 

•  Unbelievers, on the other hand, can do nothing but sin. 
-  They are sinners from birth (Psalm 51:5) 
-  They are defiant, rebellious, hostile to God, and haters of God (Psalm 5:10; Rom. 1:30; 8:7) 
-  They are under the dominion of Satan (Eph. 2:2) 
-  In short, they are “dead in their transgressions and sins” (Eph. 2:1) 
 

1 John 5:18, “We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin …” 
 -  What is John talking about? 
  •  That believers can’t live in a continuous pattern of repetitive sin. 
  •  And he gives three reasons why: 
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#1 - Because it is INCOMPATIBLE with the Law of God (1 John 3:4) 
  “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.” 
  •  Saved people love God’s law (Psalm 119:97) 
  “Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.” 
 
•  A genuine Christian can’t and won’t habitually live in violation of God’s law (1 John 2:3-4) 

“We know that we have come to know Him if we obey his commands. The man who says, ‘I know 
Him,’ but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

 
#2 - Because it is INCONCEIVEABLE with the Love of Christ (1 John 3:5-6) 

“But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin. No 
one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or 
known Him.” 

 
#3 - Because it is IMPOSSIBLE with the Leading of the Holy Spirit (1 John 3:9) 

“No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot 
go on sinning, because he has been born of God.” 

 
•  “Are you saying Christians can get to the place where it is impossible to sin?” 
 -  No. I’m saying it’s impossible to live in habitual sin without the conviction of the Holy Spirit. 
 -  We can “grieve” the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) but we can’t get rid of the Holy Spirit. 
 
•  That’s why Christians who do what’s wrong still know what’s right. 
 -  The Holy Spirit holds genuine believers accountable and responsible. 
 
1 John 2:1 assumes we will continue to struggle with sin. 

“My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one 
who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” 
 

•  There’s something else that helps us have victory over sin. In fact, it’s not something else. It’s 
SOMEONE ELSE. 
 1 John 5:18b, “The One Who was bonr of God keeps him safe and the evil one cannot harm him.” 
 -  This is a reference to Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God. 

-  As the Good Shepherd, He protects His flock so the evil one (Satan) can’t so much as touch a 
single sheep. (The word “harm” or “touch” is: HAPTOMAI – “to lay hold of”) 

 
•  He can HARASS us but he can’t HAVE us. He can SCARE us, but he can’t SCAR us. He can HINDER 
us, but he can’t HURT us. 
 -  We are no longer under Satan’s control. 
 
Colossians 1:13, “For He (God) has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
Kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the foregiveness of sins.” 
 
We can know WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE 
We can know GOD ANSWERS PRAYER 
We can know WE HAVE VICTORY OVER SIN 
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Two more: 
(4) WE CAN KNOW WE BELONG TO GOD (1 John 5:19) 
 -  There are really only two families on the earth: The family of God and the family of Satan. 
 -  One of the things John wants to make sure we know is that we are a part of God’s family. 
  “We KNOW that we are children of God.” 
 -  We are in this world but not of this world (John 15:19) 

•  Jesus told His disciples, “If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, 
you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world 
hates you.” 

-  Peter said we’re to live our lives as aliens and strangers in this world and to abstain from sinful 
desires which war against your soul” (1 Peter 2:11) 
-  In Philippians 3:20, Paul said our real citizenship is in Heaven and this world is not our home. 

 
•  On the other hand, the world in which you and I live is under the control of the evil one. 

-  The world’s leaders, its government, its policies and politics, its people and political correctness, 
its education and entertainment, its religion and its rulers – the whole evil system of the world – is 
under the control of Satan. 
 
•  And it is wholly and completely hostile to God and His people. 
 
•  There are two families – the family of God and the family of Satan. 
•  There are two kingdoms: God’s Kingdom and Satan’s. 
 -  But there is only one King: JESUS. Satan is an imposter and a pretender. 
 
•  There’s no middle ground or third option. 

- Jesus said, “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, 
scatters” (Luke 11:23). 

 
James 4:4, “You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? 
Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” 
 
•  We can know we belong to God and the reason the world hates us is because we belong to Him. 
 
We can know WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE 
We can know GOD ANSWERS PRAYER 
We can know WE HAVE VICTORY OVER SIN 
We can know WE BELONG TO GOD 
 
(5) WE CAN KNOW JESUS IS THE TRUE GOD (1 John 5:20-21) 
 -  Jesus has made it possible for us to understand Who God really is. 
 -  The only way someone canknow the true and living God is through Him. 
  •  There is no understanding without Him and no salvation apart from Him (Acts 4:12). 
 
 -  He is the TRUE GOD. Or, it can be rendered, “He is the REAL GOD!” 
 
One comentator said, “The gods of the pagans do not faintly resemble Him, nor are the gods of the 
world’s false religions remotely like Him. The gods of the various cults of Christendom are not like Him 
and are easily exposed as the product of human imagination and, often of satanic inspiration.” 
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•  John uses the word TRUE three times in this one verse. 
 -  He’s emphasizing the importance of the truth in a world full of lies. 
 
•  His final use of the word truth points to the most important truth of all: JESUS CHRIST is the true God 
and eternal life.” 
 
Verse 21, “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” 
 
•  At first glance, it appears to be a throwaway line that doesn’t fit. 
 -  Upon closer examination, it makes complete sense. 
 
•  Most likely, John wrote this epistle from Ephesus, the center of the worship of DIANA. 
 -  The Temple of Diana rose majestically over the city supported by a doublt set of massive pillars. 
 -  The structure took over 200 years to build. 
  •  It was 420 feet long and 220 feet wide. 
  •  The pillars were 60 feet tall and were adorned with sculptures. 
   -  All paying homage to the Greek gods. 

-  The Temple was surrounded by luscious gardens and the inner sanctuary was filled with 
sculptures and paintings from the greatest artists of Greece. 
 
•  In the middle of the Temple stood the goddess, wrapped in a veil of Persian silk. 
 -  A giant cupola suspended over her head. 
 
•  The worship of Diana was shrouded in mystery and saturated with immorality. 
 

YOU MAY REMEMBER … 
In Acts 19, a riot started because Paul’s preaching was putting the idol makers out of business. 
 

•  John was saying, “You live in the midst of all kinds of idols and false gods. Don’t fall for the fake. Don’t 
settle for cheap substitutes when you already have the real thing.” 

 
“We are in Him who is true – even in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.” 

 
1 John 5:11-12, “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who 
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


