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“THINGS WE CAN COUNT ON” 
(Text:  1 John 5:13-21) 

 
•  You and I are living in uncertain times.   
 -  We are learning, almost daily, that there are fewer and fewer things we can really count on. 
 
•  We are living during the worst economic crisis since the great depression. 
 -  We’re living during a time when there are two wars going on in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 -  We’re living under the ongoing threat of terrorist attacks from Al Qaeda. 
 -  We’re living with the uncertainty of what’s happening with the Stock Market and with     
             seemingly unlimited major businesses and corporations on the verge of bankruptcy. 
 -  We’re living with the reality of government bailouts in the billions.  And the bills for those  
             bailouts will bankrupt future generations. 
 
•  In spite of all the uncertainty in the world, there are some things we can be sure of. 
 -  Numbers 32:23, “You may be sure that your sin will find you out.” 
 -  Psalm 19:7, “The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy” (His Word can be trusted.) 
 -  Proverbs 11:18, “He who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.” 
 -  Isaiah 53:4, “Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows.” 
 -  John 17:8, “For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with  
     certainty that I came from you.” 
 -  Romans 4:16, “The promise of salvation is sure.” 
 -  2 Timothy 2:19, “The foundation of the Lord is sure.” 
 -  Hebrews 6:19, “Christ is a sure anchor in the presence of God.” 
 -  2 Peter 1:19, “We have the Scriptures and they are a more sure word of prophecy.” 
 -  Revelation 22:20, “Surely, I come quickly!” 
 
•  There are definitely some things we can count on in the Word of God. 
 -  There are some things we can know for sure. 
 
•  John has finished his argument with verse 12, “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.” 
 -  Now, in verses 13-21, he moves to some very strong closing remarks. 
 
•  Three times John has said why he wrote this epistle: 
 
 1 John 1:4, “So that you would have joy.” 
 1 John 2:1, “So that you will not sin.” 
 1 John 5:13,“So that you may know you have eternal life.” 
 
•  John wants us to know there are some things we can count on. 
 -  49 times he uses the word “know.” 
 -  7 times between verses 13-21. 
 
•  The Christian life isn’t a guessing game.  WE CAN KNOW! 
 
Job 19:25, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.” 
Job 42:2, “We know that God knows all things and no plan of His can be thwarted.” 
Psalm 20:6, “We know that the Lord saves.” 
Ecclesiastes 3:14 “We know that everything God does will endure forever.” 
Romans 8:31, “We know that if God is for us who can be against us?” 
2 Timothy 1:12, “I know whom I have believed and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to Him for that day.” 
John 14:3, “We know that the Lord is coming back for us.” 
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•  Those are all things we can count on. 
 -  What an encouragement to know there are some certainties in this life that we can count on. 
 
•  John closes his epistle by giving us FIVE THINGS WE CAN COUNT ON.  (Five things we can know for 
sure.) 
 
(1) WE CAN KNOW WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE  (1 John 5:13) 
 -  “These things” refers to everything John has been saying in this letter. 
 -  The Gospel of John was basically written for unbelievers.  To bring them to faith. 
 -  John 20:31, “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,  
     and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
 -  1 John was written to bring those believers to complete confidence in Christ. 
 -  “That you may know,” in the Gk., refers to “present tense” – “ right now! 
 
What is eternal life? 
•  It isn’t merely a definition of a period of time. 
 -  It’s not just  a reference to the duration of life, but rather to the quality of life we can live. 
•  Eternal life is a PERSON – Jesus Christ!  
 1 John 5:20, “And we are in Him Who is true – even in His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God  
 and eternal life.” 
 John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,  
 whom you have sent.” 
 
•  Eternal life is to know God and His Son, Jesus. 
 -  It’s having God’s nature in us right now. 
  
•  Eternal life is the life of God in the soul of man. 
 -  You and I are living that right now.  Jesus Christ lives in me and I in him. 
 -  I live and have eternal life. 
 
Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live 
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
 
When do you get eternal life? 
•  The moment that God takes up residence in your life. 
 -  When does that happen?  When you receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior. 
 
Ephesians 2:4-5, “But because of His great love for us, God, Who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved.” 
 
•  Someone says, “Well, if I have the life of Christ in me, then why do I have problems?” 
 -  Because the life of God is limited by a certain commodity called THE FLESH. 
 
•  Someday your flesh will fade away.  You’ll leave it behind in a box. 
 -  They day we meet Jesus we’ll be like Him instantly. 
 -  The only thing that prevents you from being like Him now is the presence of your flesh. 
 
•  We’ve been given everything we need in Jesus Christ. 
 Colossians 2:9, “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been  
 given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.” 
 -  You and I possess the divine nature.  We have eternal life in Christ. 
  •  It’s our flesh that limits the expression of that divine nature. 
 
Ephesians 3:19, Paul prays that we would be “filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 
 -  That we would enjoy the eternal life we have now, in Christ. 
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(1) WE CAN KNOW WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE ... 
 
(2) WE CAN KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER (1 John 5:14-17) 
 -  As Christians, we can know for certain that God hears our prayers. 
 -  God is more anxious to hear from us than we are to talk to Him. 
 
•  John has already given some conditions for answered prayer: 
 1 John 3:21, “If our hearts do not condemn us we have confidence before God.”  
  •  How could our hearts condemn us?  If we know we are guilty of sin. 
  •  Psalm 66:18, “If I had cherished sin in my heart the Lord would not have listened.” 
 
 John 15:7, We have to remain in Him and do what He says, and we can ask whatever we wish. 
 
 1 John 5:14, We have to “ask according to His will, then He will hear us.” 
  •  “This is what I believe you would want, so that’s why I’m asking you for it.” 
 
•  We must ask in accordance with God’s will.  But we have to know His will first.) 
 
John illustrates how God only answers prayer that is consistent with His will (vs. 16-17). 
•  What is this talking about? 
 
Four Interpretations: 
#1 – Some say this refers to unbelievers who commit apostasy. 
 -  When they commit apostasy, (Heb. 6, Matthew 12, Heb. 10), don’t pray for them. 
 -  If they haven’t committed apostasy you can pray for them and God will give them spiritual life. 
 
James 5:19-20 is often used as a reference verse with this belief:  “My brothers, if one of you should 
wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from 
the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.” 
  
Apostasy: is “the act of a professed Christian who knowingly and deliberately rejects truth regarding the 
deity of Christ and redemption through His atoning sacrifice on the cross.” 
 
•  There are several problems with that interpretation: 
 1. The word “brother” in vs. 16 can’t refer to an unbeliever. 
  •  No where else does John ever refer to an unbeliever as a brother. 
  •  1 John is written to the family of God and deals with the family of God. 
  •  Unbelievers are already “spiritually dead” so how could they commit a sin that leads them to  
  where they already are? 
 
#2 –  Some say this refers to specific sins that are so terrible they are unforgivable. 
 -  Suicide, murder, idolatry, even adultery. 
 -  This view gave rise to the Roman Catholic theology of mortal sins (sins which can’t be forgiven)  
    and venial sins (those which can be forgiven). 
 
#3 – Some say this refers to blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
 -  This is the flagrant rejection of the testimony of the Holy Spirit to Jesus Christ. 
 -  But that sin could never be committed by a genuine Christian. 
  •  Verse 16 says, “brother.” 
 
#4 – Some say this refers to an act of God’s discipline. 
 -  Taking a believer home in physical death because of a sin they commit. 
 -  This verse tells us if a Christian sees his brother sinning – pray for him. 
  •  God will move in unless that person has gone too far. 
  •  In that case, your prayers are useless. 
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There are 2 Kinds of sin: 
1. Sins of passion.  Against the will.  Not planned. 
 -  Romans 7, “I do not do what I want to do.” 
2. Sins of Purpose.  I wanted to do this.  Deliberate, planned, premeditated and repeated. 
  
•  It’s the second type of sin that leads to death.   
 
Here are some examples: 
1. David (2 Samuel 12:15-19) His sin with Bathsheba led to death.  The death of their child. 
  
2. Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10:1-7) 
 - They offered strange fire and were drunk when they did it (vs. 8). 
 
•  They dropped dead on the spot because they were conducting themselves contrary to the commands 
of God. 
 
3. Korah, Dathan & Abiram (Numbers 16:1-34) 
 -  They were guilty of insubordination against Moses and Aaron. 
 -  Tried to deceive and mislead God’s people. 
 -  The ground opened up and swallowed all of them and their families. 
 
4. Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) 
 -  They plotted to keep part of the money back that they were pretending to give to God. 
 - They lied to the Holy Spirit in front of the people. 
 -  They dropped dead and the Bible says, “Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard   
    about it.” 
 
5. The Corinthians (1 Corinthians 11:30-32) 
 -  Some of the people made a mockery out of the Lord’s Supper.  Getting drunk and gorging  
    themselves on the food. 
 -  They deliberately rebelled against God. 
 -  Many died and others became very ill. 
 
God doesn’t always discipline us with death – thank God for that!! 
 
1 Corinthians 5.  Paul instructed the church to “put the immoral man out of the church so that his sinful 
nature would be destroyed but his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.” 
 -  God didn’t kill him. 
 
•  The sin that leads to death is the premeditated, planned, repetitive type that sets out to make God a 
liar. 
 -  The unplanned type of sin, sins of passion, can lead to the 2nd kind when they are repeated. 
 
Verse 16.  John isn’t saying we shouldn’t pray for others. 
 -  He’s just saying our prayers may be useless if the person who is sinning has gone too far. 
 
Two observations: 
1. We should pray for everyone in the hope they haven’t gone too far. 
2. We should take sin serious ourselves and stop – before we go too far. 
 
•  Stay in God’s Word, stay around God’s people, stay connected to God’s church, stay in the middle of 
God’s will and you won’t have to worry about any of that. 
 
There are some things we can count on: 
1. We can know we have eternal life 
2. We can know God’s answers prayer 


