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“THE TESTIMONY OF GOD” 
(Text:  1 John 5:6-12) 

 
•  I’ve never understood how anyone could look at the life of Jesus, Who He is, what He taught, and what 
He did and not believe in Him. 
 
•  John wrote the gospel of John to help people to believe in Jesus. 
 John 20:31, “These things are written that you might believe.” 
 
•  In 1 John, he presents the argument to end all arguments. 
 -  It’s better than first–person, eyewitness testimony. 
 
•  He calls ALMIGHTY GOD to the witness stand to help people believe in Jesus. 
 -  Talk about a final argument to end all arguments. 
  
-  Like an attorney calling his final witness, his STAR witness, the one who can absolutely, completely 
and finally, end all speculation and answer every single question anyone might’ve ever had. 
 
• John calls GOD to the witness stand on behalf of Jesus. 
 
•  The word “witness” is used 9 times in this passage, 168 times in the N.T. 
 -  MARTURIA (noun), MARTUREO (verb).  [Martyr] 
  •  One who remembers, one who has knowledge by personal experience.” 
 -  The word is used to refer to a witness to the facts in a legal matter. 
  •  The word was used in the trial of Christ. 
 -  It can be used to attest to a truth of any kind. 
 
WITNESSES are important.  They’re also BIBLICAL.  
•  Deuteronomy 19:15.  The Bible says a “matter must be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.”  
•  Matthew 18:15-17.  Says the same thing: “two or three witnesses.”(Confronting another’s sin.) 
•  2 Corinthians 13:1, “Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” 
 
John 1:15, “John (the Baptist) testifies concerning Jesus.  He cries out, saying ‘This was He of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me’.” 
 -  John the Baptist was a witness to Who Jesus was and testified that He was coming. 
 
John 5:32-40.  Jesus points to three witnesses beyond John.  The works God had given Him to do, the 
Father’s testimony, and the witness of the Scriptures. 
 
•  Here in 1 John, John says, “If you want to be an overcomer, you need to believe in Jesus.  You need to 
have faith in the Son of God.” 
 -  And then, John presents his closing argument.  
 
He presents two different kinds of testimony here: 
(1) An EXTERNAL Witness 
(2) An INTERNAL Witness 
 
(1) THE EXTERNAL WITNESS (1 John 5:6-9) 
 -  John actually gives 3 infallible witnesses (vs. 6). 
  1. Water – His baptism 
  2. Blood – His death on the Cross 
  3. Spirit – the Holy Spirit 
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•  The Gnostics (false teachers) taught that Jesus was the Christ at His baptism but not at the cross. 
 -  John rejects that heresy with his answer in vs. 6. 
 -  The Holy Spirit becomes the Key Witness to these events (vs. 6b). 
 
NOTE:  Verse 7 doesn’t appear in the earliest and best manuscripts. 
 
Verse 8.  The Spirit, the Water, and the Blood are all in agreement. 
 -  God provides the maximum number of witnesses needed to establish a fact. 
  •  And John says they are all in agreement. 
 
•  If you can get 3 witnesses to agree on every single fact, you’ve got an airtight case. 
 
Mark 14:56.  At the trial of Jesus, the witnesses that were brought in against him couldn’t agree on 
anything. 
 -  Satan couldn’t even get his forces to agree. 
  •  That’s typical of the confusion that characterizes his satanic system. 
 
Let’s look at these THREE WITNESSES: 
1. The WATER – His baptism (Matthew 3:13) 
 “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.” 
 -  John the Baptist was the last of the O.T. prophets. 
 -  What was John doing baptizing?  Doesn’t baptism picture the death, burial and resurrection of  
 Jesus? 
  •  Yes, But this was Jewish baptism, not Christian baptism. 
   - The Jews baptized all the time.  It was called ceremonial cleansing. 
 -  “Well, what was the purpose of John’s baptism?” 
  •  He was baptizing as a sign of inward cleansing. 
 
•  To prepare people for the coming of the Messiah, John was preaching repentance.   
 -  People were repenting inwardly, so they were baptized to signify their repentance outwardly. 
 
•  Jesus was baptized to fulfill all that God wanted done. 
 -  He set the perfect example of obedience. 
 
Matthew 3:16.  It wasn’t a dove that descended on Jesus.  It was the Spirit of God descending on Jesus 
“like a dove.” 
 
•  God put His stamp of approval on His Son by sending His Spirit. 
 -  Didn’t Jesus already have the Spirit?  Yes. 
  •  But He was sent as a visible witness to John, the people, you and me.  (Couldn’t miss Him.) 
 
THE WATER (Witness #1) 
2. THE BLOOD – the Cross. 
 -  There was a man at the cross.  An unbeliever.  A Centurion in the Roman army. 
 -  Matthew 27:54, “Surely He was the Son of God.” 
 -  Hebrews 9:14, The Spirit witnesses through the Cross. 
 
What did God do at the cross? 
1. He turned out all the lights. 
2. He started earthquakes. 
3. Tombs broke open. 
4. Dead people came out of the graves. 
5. The veil in the temple was ripped from top to bottom. 
6. A thief said, “we deserve to die, but not this man.” 
7. So many prophecies were fulfilled it would take a book to record them all. 
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John 19:18 was a fulfillment of Numbers 21.  (The serpent lifted up.  “If I be lifted up.” 
Psalm 22.  Gave so many details of His death that any Jew who stood at the cross would’ve had to know 
it was being fulfilled. 
Isaiah 53.  There are so many details here that were fulfilled at the cross. 
 
•  The N.T. records about 332 prophecies concerning Christ.  Many of them fulfilled at the cross. 
 -  There was plenty of evidence. 
 
John 19:30.  Jesus said, “ It is finished.” 
 -  The problem is not the evidence.  The evidence is overwhelming and irrefutable. 
 
THE WATER (Witness #1) 
THE BLOOD (Witness #2) 
(3) THE SPIRIT 
 -  The Holy Spirit was involved in every area of Jesus’ life and is an incredible Witness. 
 
Luke 1:35, “Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.” 
Mark 1:12, “He was led by the Holy Spirit.” 
Acts 10:38, “He was empowered by the Holy Spirit.” 
Luke 4:14,18-19, “He was filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
John 3:34; Acts 1:1-2, “He taught through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
•  All throughout His life, the Holy Spirit was active, giving evidence that Jesus was the Son of God. 
 
READ: Matthew 12:22.  Jesus healed a demon-possessed man – who was blind and deaf. 
 -  The miracle here witnessed to the deity of Christ and the power of the Spirit. 
 
The Pharisees’ response was incredulous. 
1. Their conclusion was absurd (vs. 24) 
 -  They concluded He did this because Satan was behind Him. 
2. It exposed their rotten hearts (vs. 34) 
 -  Their words revealed their evil hearts. 
 
Verse 31.  Every sin can be forgiven except the sin against the Holy Spirit. 
 -  When you’ve seen the evidence and come to the absolute, opposite conclusion, there’s no hope. 
 -  They committed the unpardonable sin:  attributing the works of the Spirit to Satan. 
 
Back to 1 John ... John says, the testimony of God is, “Believe in my Son because of the witnesses:  THE 
WATER, THE BLOOD & THE SPIRIT. 
 
Verse 9.  John says, “God’s testimony is greater!” You can’t get a more reliable Witness. 
 
THE EXTERNAL WITNESS 
(2) THE INTERNAL WITNESS (1 John 5:10-12) 
 -  Not only do we have the external witness of God through Scripture, through history and all of  
 creation, but we can have it in our own hearts. 
 -  Romans 8:15-16.  The Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are children of God. 
 “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of  

sonship.  And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children.” 

 
 -  Galatians 4:6, “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit  
 who calls out, ‘Abba, Father’.” 
 
 -  God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts.  The Spirit is our INTERNAL WITNESS. 
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There are only 2 possible responses to the testimony of God: 
1. REJECT IT (vs. 10b) 
 -  If you reject it, you’re calling God a liar. 
 
2. BELIEVE IT (vs. 11-12) 
 -  God gives you eternal life if you believe in Jesus and accept Him. 
 
•  God has given the unmistakably clear, irrefutable witness that Jesus is His Son and He has given us 
eternal life in Him. 
 
What is eternal life? 
1. It’s the divine presence of Jesus in us (vs. 20). 

“We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may 
know Him Who is true.  And we are in Him Who is true – even in His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the 
true God and eternal life.” 

 
2. It’s a gift from God (vs. 11). 
 “And this is the testimony:  God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” 
 
3. It is a present and forever possession (vs. 13). 
 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that  
 you have eternal life.” 
 
•  It’s not something we’re waiting for someday – we have it RIGHT NOW! 

-  One day we’ll be in Heaven.  But right now we already have Heaven on earth, because the KING 
of Heaven lives in our hearts. 

 
•  One last thing, John called His final WITNESS here in 1 John. 
 -  But God is not the final witness called to testify on behalf of Jesus. 
 
Do you remember the last thing Jesus ever said when He was here on earth? 
 
“You shall be My witnesses.” 
 
ARE YOU? 
 


