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“1 JOHN” Series, Message #14                                             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE LOVE OF GOD” 
(Text:  1 John 4:7-21) 

 
•  The majority of people in our world are looking for love in all the wrong places. 
 
ILL.   The following ad was placed in the Atlanta Journal–Constitution newspaper several years ago and 
received tons of responses: 
 
SINGLE BLACK FEMALE seeks male companionship, ethnicity unimportant.  I’m a very good–looking 
female who LOVES to play.  I love long walks in the woods, riding in your pickup truck, hunting, camping 
and fishing trips, cozy winter nights lying by the fire.  Candlelight dinners will have me eating out of your 
hand.  I love back rubs.  Rub me the right way and watch me respond.  I’ll be at the front door when you 
get home from work, wearing only what nature gave me.  Kiss me, and I’m yours.  Call (404) 875-6420 
and ask for Daisy. 
 
Over fifteen thousand men found themselves talking to the Atlanta Humane Society about an eight-
week-old, black Labrador retriever. 
 
•  This morning, I want us to look in the right place to learn about love:  the Word of God. 
 -  John has already talked a great deal about love. 
 -  In our passage this morning, he really expands on genuine love – “the love of God.” 
 
•  John’s been dealing with the issue of those who claim to be Christians. 
 -  He says, “Check them out and see if they love one another.  If not, mark them.  They’re phony.” 
 
•  Loving one another is central to this entire passage. 
 
1 John 4:7, “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.” 
1 John 4:12, “No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made 
complete in us.” 
1 John 4:21, “And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 
 
•  Beginning, middle and end, John says, “Love one another.” 
 
Five Reasons Why We Should Love One Another: 
(1) BECAUSE LOVE IS THE ESSENCE OF GOD (1 John 4:7-8) 
 -  We are to love one another because God is love.  It’s Who He is. 
 -  Children pick up the characteristics of their parents. 
  •  As children of God, we should manifest His character and characteristics. 
 
ILL.  The story is told of Alexander the Great and a soldier in his army who had gone A.W.O.L.  When 
they found the missing soldier he was brought before the squadron captain and the captain said, “Sir, 
what is your name?”  “Alexander!” the young man replied.  The captain looked at him and said, “Young 
man either change your behavior or change your name.” 
 
•  What is your name?  Are you truly a child of God?  Are you truly loving? 
 -  Love is to be the hallmark of every Christian. 
 
•  The Gnostics said they knew God but they didn’t love. 
 -  John said, “Their life betrays their claim.” 
 
•  Love does not define God.  God defines love. 
 -  God’s judgment was exercised most at the Cross – God pouring out His wrath upon His own Son. 
 -  But do you know where God’s greatest expression of love was displayed?  At the cross. 
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•  Even in Judgment, God is always LOVE. 
 
That explains CREATION.  Why would a loving God create a world so full of chaos?  A world that brings 
Him so much trouble?  (God is Love) 
 
That explains VOLITION or CHOICE.  If our response to God was programmed or predetermined it 
would be absolutely meaningless.  So He gave us a choice – even though the majority chooses not to 
serve Him.  (God is Love) 
 
That explains PROVIDENCE.  Because of His love, He lets the rain fall on the just and the unjust. (God 
is Love) 
 
That explains REDEMPTION.  If God was only law He would condemn all men to a godless Hell. But, 
because He is love, He never gives up providing a way of escape and seeking to save us.  (God is Love) 
 
•  We should love one another because love comes from God.  It’s Who He is. 
 -  God’s love is UNCONDITIONAL.  No matter who you are or what you’ve done, God loves you. 

-  God’s love is UNCOMPROMISING.  God won’t lower His standards just because He loves you. 
  •  He loves you too much to let you live an unholy life. 

•  Just like a parent disciplines their children out of love, to keep them going in the right 
direction. 

   
 -  God’s love is UNFATHOMABLE.  In Jeremiah 13, God warned His people they were going to  
 be taken captive if they didn’t repent. 
 
Jeremiah 13:17, “But if you do not listen, I will weep in secret because of your pride; my eyes will weep 
bitterly, overflowing with tears, because the Lord’s flock will be taken captive.” 
 
•  God is love and if we are His children, we’ll love, too! 
 
We love one another ... BECAUSE LOVE IS THE ESSENCE OF GOD. 
(2) BECAUSE LOVE WAS DEMONSTRATED BY CHRIST (1 John 4:9-11) 
 -  How did God love us?  By sending His Son. 
 -  God loved us not just because it’s His nature, but also because it was His plan. 
 -  God was willing to let His own Son die in our place because He loved us. 
 
Romans 5:8, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
2 Corinthians 9:15 says Jesus was “God’s unspeakable gift!”  (NIV “Indescribable gift”) 
 
 -  Verse 10 says Jesus was the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
  •  Our sins had to be paid for and Jesus paid for them with His own blood. 
  •  God’s justice and judgment were satisfied in the death of Jesus on the Cross. 
 
1 John 4:11.  If God loved us that much – what should our response be?  “We ought to love one another.” 
 
John 13:34, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 
 -  How did Jesus love us?  By sacrificing Himself for us. 
 
1 John 3:18, “Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 
 -  It’s not just an emotional love or a spiritual love – it’s a practical love. 
 
We love one another ... 
BECAUSE LOVE IS THE ESSENCE OF GOD. 
BECAUSE LOVE WAS DEMONSTRATED BY CHRIST. 
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We love one another ... 
(3) BECAUSE LOVE IS OUR TESTIMONY (1 John 4:12) 
 -  God has said something to us:  “I love you!” 
 -  God has done something for us:  “I’m sending MY SON to die in your place.” 
 -  Now, we see God doing something IN us.   
 
Verse 12.  Whenever someone comes along and says, “I saw God in a vision.” Quote them this verse. 
 
John 4:24.  “God is a spirit.”  Jesus said, a “spirit does not have flesh and blood or bones.” 
 
What about Moses?  (Exodus 33) 
 -  Moses saw the glory of God, a manifestation of God reduced to light. 
 -  He told Moses, “No one can see me and live” (Exodus 33:20). 
 
1 John 1:5.  “God is light.  In Him there is no darkness at all.” 
 -  There’s no way you could gaze into total light without being consumed. 
  •  Remember, God made the SUN and His brightness outshines even that. 
 
No man has ever seen God. 
 1 Timothy 1:17, Paul refers to God as the “invisible” God.  You can’t see what you can’t see. 
 
HERE’S THE POINT:  If you can’t see God Himself, then, the ONLY HOPE the world has of seeing God 
is in YOU and ME. 
 
•  If we love one another, God is in us. 
 -  God became flesh, the first time, through JESUS.  (John 1:14) 
 -  Now, He becomes flesh through HIS CHURCH. 
 
•  No wonder the world doesn’t know God.  They can’t see Him in the church. 
 -  Why?  Because we don’t love one another like we ought to. 
 
We love one another ... 
BECAUSE LOVE IS THE ESSENCE OF GOD 
BECAUSE LOVE WAS DEMONSTRATED BY CHRIST 
BECAUSE LOVE IS OUR TESTIMONY 
(4) BECAUSE LOVE IS OUR ASSURANCE(1 John 4:13-16) 
 -  Talk about encouragement for your walk as a Christian – this is it! 
  •  We’re to love for God’s sake. 
  •  We’re to love for Christ’s sake. 
  •  We’re to love for the world’s sake. 
  •  We’re to love for our own sake. 
 
•  One of the biggest problems in the church is that people doubt their salvation.  “Am I really saved?” 
 -  The devil loves nothing more than to make us doubt. 
 
LOVE IS OUR ASSURANCE! 
1. We have the Holy Spirit (vs. 13) 
2. We know God sent Jesus to die for our sins (vs. 14) 
3. We know if we’ve confessed Jesus as Lord and Savior we’re saved (vs. 15) 
4. We know we can rely on the love of God (vs. 16) 
 
Verse 16, “Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” 
 -  Love is our assurance. 

•  If we love one another, if love is the hallmark of our life, we don’t have to doubt our salvation. 
 -  Love becomes our assurance. 
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We love one another ... 
BECAUSE LOVE IS THE ESSENCE OF GOD 
BECAUSE LOVE WAS DEMONSTRATED BY CHRIST 
BECAUSE LOVE IS OUR TESTIMONY 
BECAUSE LOVE IS OUR ASSURANCE 
(5) BECAUSE LOVE IS OUR CONFIDENCE ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT(1 John 4:17-18) 
 -  There’s coming a day of judgment.  But we don’t have to worry about a thing. 
 -  Why?  Because of love – His love in us – and His love shining through us. 
 -  God is in us that’s why we don’t need to be scared of facing Him. 
 
•  Some people fear the coming judgment – because they don’t know God. 
 -  They know God doesn’t live IN them and they don’t live FOR Him. 
 -  Because they don’t know God they don’t know what’s going to happen when He comes in  
 judgment and they fear His coming. 
 
2 Timothy 4:8.  Paul told Timothy he was looking forward to His appearing. 
 
1 John 4:18.  “There is no fear in love.”  Fear is linked with punishment. 
 -  Christians don’t have to fear judgment because our love has been perfected in Jesus. 
 
One final reason we love one another ... 
(6) BECAUSE LOVE IS THE RATIONAL THING TO DO (1 John 4:19-21) 
 -  You’d have to be out of your mind not to love God. 
  •  It’s the only reasonable, rational, practical thing to do. 
 
Verses 20.  Here’s the bottom line: 
 -  You can’t love God and not love your brother.  Sorry, it doesn’t work that way. 
 -  If we’re not loving one another, the Bible says we’re LIARS. 
 
•  You can’t say you love the invisible God when you can’t love people who are visible and touchable. 
 
Verse 21.  Here’s how serious God takes all of this – we’re commanded to love our brother. 
 “And he has given us this command:  Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 
 
ILL.  Max Lucado tells the following story (Next Door Savior): 
 A man had been injured in a fire while attempting to save his parents from a burning house.  He 
couldn’t get to them.  They perished.  His face was burned and disfigured.  He mistakenly interpreted his 
pain as God’s punishment.  The man wouldn’t let anyone see him – not even his wife. 
 She went to Dr. Maltz, a plastic surgeon, for help.  He told the woman not to worry.  “I can restore his 
face.” 
 The wife was unenthused.  Her husband had repeatedly refused any help.  She knew he would 
again. 
 Then why her visit?  “I want you to disfigure my face so I can be like him!  If I can share his pain, then 
maybe he will let me back into his life.” 
 Dr. Maltz was shocked.  He denied her request but was so moved by this woman’s love that he went 
to speak with her husband.  Knocking on the man’s bedroom door, he called loudly, “I’m a plastic 
surgeon, and I want you to know that I can restore your face.” 
 No response. 
 “Please come out.” 
 Again there was no answer. 
 Still speaking through the door, Dr. Maltz told the man of his wife’s proposal.  “She wants me to 
disfigure her face, to make her face like yours in the hope that you will let her back into your life.  That’s 
how much she loves you.” 
 There was a brief moment of silence, and then, ever so slowly, the doorknob began to turn.” 
 
The love of God ought to compel you to open the door of your heart to Him. 


