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“1 JOHN” Series, Message #12                                             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT?” 
(Text:  1 John 3:11-24) 

 
ILL.  Years ago, there was a toothpaste commercial for CLOSE UP toothpaste. 

-  They’d ask the question: “How’s your love life?”  (As if their toothpaste could change everything.) 
  •  Advertisers have done that forever.   
 
•  If your love life isn’t what you want it to be a new toothpaste or different deodorant or new car could 
change everything!  
 
•  John asks a similar question here in this epistle. 
 -  There were all kinds of people running around claiming to be Christians, but their love-life stunk! 
 
•  We’re already seen that a genuine Christian will: 
 1. Love God 
 2. Love Others 
 3. Not Love the World. 
 
•  In Chapter 3, John is talking to Christians. 
 -  Vs. 1.  He calls them “children of God.” 
 -  Vs. 2.  He calls them “children of God” again  
 -  Vs. 7.  “Dear children” 
 -  Vs. 10.  “This is how we know who the children of God are.” 
 
•  He focuses on two specific things: 
 1. How we live 
 2. How we love 
 
•  We’ve already seen that John says a genuine Christian will not continually, habitually sin. 
 -  Instead, they will live righteous lives – doing what is right. 
  •  That’s the essence of the first 10 verses. 
 
•  Now, in the second part of this chapter, John is going to deal with love. 
 -  What’s love got to do with the Christian life?  Everything! 
 
Love is the essence of Christianity.   
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him  
 should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16) 
 
Romans 5:5, “And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, whom He has given.” 
 -  KJV: “The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts.” 
 
1 John 3:11. “This is the message you heard from the beginning:  We should love one another.” 
 
•  John keeps using the phrase “from the beginning.”  WHY? 
 -  Because false teachers, the Gnostics, who had infiltrated the church, were trying to entice the  
 people with new fangled, new found doctrines.  (That’s still happening today.) 
  
JOHN’S RESPONSE? 
1 John 1:1, “That which was from the beginning ...” 
1 John 1:5, “This is the message we have heard from Him ...” 
1 John 2:24, “See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you ...” 
1 John 3:11, “This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.” 
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What’s love got to do with it?  John shares four things: 
 
(1) THE PERVERTED EXCEPTION TO LOVE (1 John 3:12-13) 
(2) THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF LOVE (1 John 3:14-15) 
(3)   THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF LOVE (1 John 3:16) 
(4)   THE PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF LOVE (1 John 3:17-24) 
 
(1) THE PERVERTED EXCEPTION TO LOVE (1 John 3:12-13) 
 -  John’s been showing us the CONTRAST between the “the children of God” and the “children of  
 the devil.” 
 -  Now he shows us the CONFLICT. 

-  The “children of the devil” can’t stand the love of God.  They can’t understand it or comprehend it. 
  •  So, they take exception to it. 
 -  Vs. 12.  “Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother.” 
 -  Murder is the exact opposite of love. 
  •  That’s characteristic of the “children of the devil.” 
   1. Murder (vs. 12) 
   2. Hatred (vs. 13) 
   3. Indifference (vs. 17) 
 
 Verse 12.  “Do not be like Cain.”  (The only proper name used in this epistle besides God or Jesus 
Christ.) 
  
What did Cain do?  He murdered his brother. 
 -  Why?  Because he belonged to the evil one – Satan and Satan is a murderer. 
  •  God is a life –giver.  Satan is a life – taker. 
 
Why did Cain murder his brother?  Over an offering. 
 -  Hebrews 11:4, “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did.” 
 
•  God’s principle for forgiveness has been consistent from the very beginning: 
  “Without the shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness of sins”  (Hebrews 9:22). 
 
•  Abel brought an offering from the firstborn of his flock.  (A lamb.) 
 -  Cain ignored what God said and did his own thing.  (He brought a fruit offering.) 
 
People are still doing that today.  Writing their own Bible.  Preaching their own gospel and coming up 
with their own religion. 
  
Genesis 4:6-7.  God confronted Cain about his unacceptable offering, “Why are you angry?  Why is your 
face downcast?  If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?  But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” 
 
Proverbs 19:3, “A man’s own folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the Lord.” 
 
•  In the very next verse, Genesis 4:8, rather than face up to his sin, he decides to murder his brother.  
 
Here’s the first family, the first set of brothers, the first murder in the Bible and it’s over the first 
offering ever given in the Bible. 
 
•  The word for murder here is a form of “sphazo” which is a vivid term that means to butcher or 
slaughter.  It was used of animals killed in sacrifice and implies a violent death. 
 
 -  Cain didn’t just murder his brother.  He butchered him. 
 -  All Cain and Abel would’ve known about killing was how to kill an animal for sacrifice. 
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•  Isn’t it interesting that God gave specific instructions for the sacrifices, and CAIN perverted something 
God had designed for bringing men to Him and used it to murder another man? 
 
Why did Cain kill his brother?  Vs. 12, “Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were 
righteous.” 
 -  Most people have never murdered anyone else.   
  •  But, the only difference between murder and hate is the act. 
 
Verse 13.  Don’t be surprised if the world hates you. 
 -  You start doing what’s right, you start getting committed to the Lord and His church, and the `
 hatred will come.   
  •  The attacks will come.  
 
(1) THE PERVERTED EXCEPTION TO LOVE (1 John 3:12-13) 
(2) THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF LOVE (1 John 3:14-15) 
 -  John shows the contrast again between the “children of God” and “the children of the devil.” 
 -  “We know we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers.  Anyone who doesn’t  
 love is still dead in their sins.” 
 
•  John emphasizes the point in vs. 15, “If you hate your brother you’re a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life.” 
 -  This love issue is a serious issue.  What’s love got to do with it?  Everything! 
 
1 Timothy 1:9, “We also know that law is not made for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 
ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 
for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers – and for whatever else is contrary to 
the sound doctrine that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.” 
 
•  “Well, not everyone murders someone or hates.” 
 
 -  You’re right.  Some are just indifferent (vs. 17). 
  •  Some express their lack of love by not caring.  They bury their head in the sand. 
   -  They act like they don’t see the needs of others. 
 
Luke 10:30-37.  The parable of the Good Samaritan. 
 -  Two of the men in this story were “children of the devil.” 
 
They were religious men:  one a priest and the other a Levite. 
 -  They ignored the needs of a man who obviously needed help. 
 -  It was the Samaritan man who stopped, who cared, who loved. 
 
•  You and I can tell if we’re the “children of God” by whether or not we love and whether or not we 
express that love by caring for others. 
 
(3)  THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF LOVE (1 John 3:16) 
 -  In the middle of all this, John stops and says, “If you want to really know what love is, look at  
 Jesus.  He’s the perfect example of love.” 
 -  John 10:10, “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
 -  John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” 
  
1 Peter 2:21-24.  If you want to see a picture of love, a perfect example of love, look at the CROSS. 
 
•  Jesus stretched out His hands and said, “I love you this much!” and died for us all. 
 
 -  In our place, for our sins, so we could spend all eternity in Heaven. 
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(1) THE PERVERTED EXCEPTION TO LOVE (1 John 3:12-13) 
(2) THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF LOVE (1 John 3:14-15) 
(3)   THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF LOVE (1 John 3:16) 
(4)   THE PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF LOVE (1 John 3:17-24) 
 -  John says there will three results of genuine love in our lives: 
 
  (a)  There Will Be ACTUAL PROOF (vs. 17-20) 
   -  Our love will show itself.  Love always does. 
   -  Our time, talent and treasure follow our heart.  What do we love? 
    •  I can look at your checkbook and look at your calendar and tell what you love. 
     
•  Where we spend our resources and where we spend our time reveals our priorities. 
   -  John says, there will be actual proof of our love.  We don’t just talk about it!  We do it! 
 
A lot of people try to live the Christian life today with words. 
 -  They talk a good game, but the truth is, they aren’t even in the game. 
 
Matthew 15:8, “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” 
 
1 John 3:19-20.  Believers may have insecurities and doubts about their salvation but the fact they 
demonstrate the love of God is proof they stand uncondemned before God. 
 
  There will be ACTUAL PROOF ... 
  (b) There Will Be ANSWERED PRAYER(vs. 21-22) 
   -  Love banishes all self-condemnation and gives us boldness when we pray. 
   -  John says, “We have confidence before God and receive from Him anything we ask.” 
    
•  This isn’t a blank check to get whatever our heart’s desire. 
 -  Notice the rest of the verse, “Because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him.” 
  •  One of those commands is to believe in Jesus and love one another (vs. 23) 
 
•  We pray in accordance with God’s desires, not ours. 
 
The PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF LOVE is that: 
(a) There Will Be ACTUAL PROOF. 
(b) There Will Be ANSWERED PRAYER. 
 
One final thing ... 
  (c) There Will Be ABIDING PRESENCE (vs. 24) 
   -  This is one of the most wonderful results of love. 
   -  When we do what God says, here’s what happens: “we live in Him and He lives in us.” 
   -  How do we know that?  By the Presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 1:13-14.  Paul said, “Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit, Who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession – to the praise of His glory.” 
 
One of the greatest blessings and benefits from loving God and obeying Him is that we get to live in Him 
and He comes and lives in us. 
 
So, how’s your love life?  Do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? 
  
You don’t need a new toothpaste.  You just need a personal relationship with Jesus.  


