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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #35                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“FINAL ADMONITIONS FROM A FAITHFUL APOSTLE” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 16:5-24) 

  
•  These are the final words of the Apostle Paul to the believers in the church at Corinth. 
 -  We know he wrote a second letter to them: 2nd Corinthians. 
  •  At the time, neither Paul nor the Corinthians knew there would be a second letter. 
 
•  So, he shared with them some personal words of encouragement as he closed his letter. 
  
•  In these verses, he moves from the issue of giving to the issue of living. 
 -  There’s a similarity in the words of Paul in all the churches he wrote to. 
 -  Because of that, a lot of people get to the end of his letters and skip over those final verses. 
   
That’s a mistake for at least two reasons: 
 1.  There are some gems here if we take the time to dig them out. 
 2.  These final words of Paul are still the Word of God inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. 
 
(1) HIS ANTICIPATION (1 Corinthians 16:5-9) 
 -  Paul was a man with great plans 
 -  “After I go through Macedonia,” “I will be going,” “Perhaps I will stay or even spend the winter,” 
 “Wherever I go,” etc. 
 -  Verse 7.  He had hopes of getting to go and be with them.  (Not just a brief visit either.) 
 -  The Key phrase is in vs. 7c:  “If the Lord permits.”  (“Lord willing”) 
  •  Every plan we have ought to be made in light of the will of God. 
   James 4:13-15.  “You ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will ...’” 
 
 (a) A Major Opportunity (vs. 9a) 
  •  “But I will stay at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for effective work has   
  opened to me ...”  (A major opportunity has presented itself.) 
  •  Paul was always ready, on a moment’s notice, to drop his plans and do whatever God wanted 
  him to do. 
  
•  Too many people today focus on their ability, not their availability. 
 -  There are tons of talented people God can’t use because they’ve become too busy. 
 
•  Is that you?  You used to do great things for God, or you’d like to do great things for God. 
 -  But you’ve gotten so busy you just don’t have time any more? 
 
Verse 8-9a.  Paul was confident he was going to be at Ephesus for an extended period of time. 
 -  Ephesus was a huge business center.  It was also a center for pagan idolatry.   
 -  It was home to the temple of Diana, where worship included temple prostitutes and sexual 
 immorality.   
 -  Every kind of wickedness and evil you can imagine was there in Ephesus. 
  •  To Paul, that just meant it was a great opportunity for the work of God. 
 
•  Paul had tried to go there before but the Holy Spirit wouldn’t let him go. 
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Every “open door” is opened by the Lord. 
 -  Revelation 3:8. God opens doors that no man can shut. 
  “See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.” 
 
Revelation 3:7. “These are the words of Him who is holy and true, Who holds the key of David.  What He 
opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can open.” 
 
•  We have a tremendous opportunity here at Crossroads. 
 -  God has opened doors for us to reach tons of lost people and make a huge impact for the Lord. 
 
 (b) A Major Opposition (vs. 9b) 
  •  With every opportunity comes opposition – if the opportunity is from the Lord. 
   
•  We have to be careful because some open doors aren’t from God.  They’re from the devil. 
 -  Sometimes the devil tries to take us away from where God wants us. 
 -  The opportunity looks like a good thing.  But it’s actually a trick of the devil. 
 
  •  How can you know the opportunity is from the Lord?  Look for opposition. 
  
G. Campbell Morgan: “If you have no opposition in the place you serve, you’re serving in the wrong 
place.” 
 
Larry Burkett used to tell about a friend who was a fighter pilot.  He said, “We could always tell when we 
were getting closer to the target by the amount of flak we received.” 
 
•  Every time God opens a door of opportunity the devil will open an attack of hostility. 
 -  As we try to build for the Lord, the devil will try to battle us every step of the way. 
 
(1) HIS ANTICIPATION. 
(2) HIS APPRECIATION (1 Corinthians 16:10-19) 
 -  Paul expresses his personal gratitude for people who have blessed him. 
 -  Paul does this in several of his letters. 
   
•  Some of these names are well known.  Some aren’t. 
 -  But all of them played essential roles in the work of the Lord and had a connection to Corinth. 
 
•  Paul’s expressing his appreciation for these special servants.  
 -  He’s also using this as a teachable moment to hold up some positive role models. 
 
Everyone needs appreciation. 
 •  My dad used to say, “Even an old dog appreciates a pat on the head every now and then.” 
 
 (a) Timothy (vs. 10-11) 
  •  Paul appreciated his youthfulness. 
 
•  Timothy was his young son in the faith.  Paul had mentored him. 
 -  Every Christian needs a Timothy – someone you’re reproducing yourself in. 
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•  We have some of the greatest young people and young leaders you’ll find anywhere in the world. 
 -  We ought to thank God for our young people and our young leaders. 
 
1 Timothy 4:12, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.” 
 
•  Don’t ever discourage a young Christian or a young Christian leader. 
 -  We’ve got some young Christians who’ve only been sitting in church for a few weeks. 
 
•  It would’ve been natural for Timothy to have been a little intimidated to preach at a church like Corinth. 
 -  With all their problems and difficulties.  All their superstars, the teachers who’d taught there 
 and the people who were so gifted. 
  
Verse 11.  “Send him on his way in peace so that he may return to me.” 
 -  Paul said, “You receive him, respect him, refresh him and resource him.” 
 
•  We have a young staff here.  That’s why we have an incredibly promising future. 
 -  We need to receive them, respect them, refresh and resource them. 
  
 (a) Timothy (vs. 10-11).  Paul appreciated his youthfulness. 
 (b) Apollos (vs. 12).  Paul appreciated his stedfastness. 
  •  Apollos was the eloquent, powerful preacher. 
   -  He and Paul had been victims of the carnality of the church at Corinth.  Remember that? 
  •  Paul wanted Apollos to go back and visit Corinth. 
  •  Apollos didn’t want to go.  Maybe he didn’t want to stir up that controversy all over again. 
   -  He stood firm in his convictions and Paul respected that. 
 
•  This would’ve been a reminder of the mess they’d made and how they were still paying a price for 
their pettiness and carnality. 
 
 (c) Stephanas (vs. 15-18).  Paul appreciated his yieldedness. 
  •  The household of Stephanas was the first group of people Paul led to faith there in Corinth. 
 
Verse 15, “they devoted themselves to the service of the saints.” 
 -  KJV: “they addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints.” 
  •  They weren’t hooked on drugs or alcohol.  They were hooked on Jesus and the church. 
 
•  I’m thankful for the addicts we have here at Crossroads. 
 -  The people who are absolutely and irreversibly hooked on Jesus and the church. 
   
Verse 17.  Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus had apparently been the ones who brought Paul the 
letter the Corinthians had written to him.   
 -  The letter he refers to throughout 1st Corinthians. 
 
Verse 18.  “For they refreshed my spirit and yours also.  Such men deserve recognition.” 
 -  Don’t you just love people like that?  People who refresh you. 
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•  Some people make you feel like the blood has been drained out of your veins. 
 -  Not Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus. 
 
 (d) Aquila and Priscilla (vs. 19).  Paul appreciated their usefulness. 
  •  Aquila and Priscilla were tentmakers (like Paul) whom he’d met when he first came to   
  Corinth (Acts 18:2-3). 
   -  Later, they returned to Rome where they were from. 
 
Romans 16:4,  Paul said, “Be sure to greet them.  They risked their lives for me.” 
 -  Not only were they great Bible teachers, they were great Bible livers. 
 
Verse 19.  “They had a church in their house.” 
 -  You do, too!  Your first church is your own home. 
  •  Jesus should be Lord in your home. 
  •  Jesus should be talked about in your home. 
  •  Jesus should be praised and worshiped in your home. 
  •  Jesus should be talked to in your home.  (Prayer) 
 
•  We ought to appreciate people who love the Word and live the Word. 
 -  We all ought to be people like that. 
 
(1) HIS ANTICIPATION. 
(2) HIS APPRECIATION. 
(3) HIS ADMONITION (1 Corinthians16:13-14) 
 -  In the middle of these closing remarks, Paul says something directly to the men. 
 
 (a) Be men of courage (vs. 13) 
  •  “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong.” 
  •  The church needs its men to be men who stand for God - godly men who stand up for truth. 
  
 (b)  Be men of compassion (vs. 14) 
  •  “Do everything in love.” 
  •   Love was so desperately needed in the church at Corinth. 
   -  Every church could use more love. 
 
(4) HIS AUTHENTICATION (1 Corinthians 16:20-24) 
 -  The final words of the Apostle Paul are words letting them know this letter was from him. 
 -  Vs. 21.  “I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand.” 
  •  Someone else most likely dictated the letter.  But Paul would write the final lines and sign 
  it with his name. 
 -  Notice what he says in these final four verses: 
 
 (a) Greet one another with a holy kiss (vs. 20) 
  •  That was the way they greeted one another in those days.  (We don’t do that anymore.) 
 
•  I’ve been told the Greek Orthodox church still does that.  (There may be a rush to find one of those.) 
  •  Today, Paul would say to us, “Greet one another with a holy handshake. 
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•  The church ought to be the friendliest place on all the earth. 
 -  God’s people ought to be glad to see each other.  (We ought to sit together.) 
  •  Greet one another like family – because you are!! 
  •  You have no idea what your greeting will mean to someone else. 
 
 (b) Tell people the truth about what it means to be lost (vs. 22a) 
  •  He uses the word, “Anathema” (KJV).  It means to be “cursed,” “condemned.” 
  •  If people look at what Jesus did for them on the cross and ignore it, they put a curse 
  on themselves.   
  •  If we mock and make fun of what Jesus did or develop an attitude that says, “I could  
  care less about what He did on the cross for my sins,” we deserve to go to Hell. 
 
 (c) Be encouraged by the soon return of Christ (vs. 22b) 
  •  He uses the word, “Maranatha” (KJV) which means “Our Lord come!” 
  •  The N.T. church had a sign and a word. 
   -  The sign was the fish (Icthus).  “I’m a Christian.  Jesus is my Messiah!” 
   -  The word was “Maranatha.”  “Jesus is coming again!” 
  •  Just a word, just a sign! 
 
 (d) Love covers a multitude of sins (vs. 23-24) 
  •  “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.” 
  •  Paul talks about grace in his other letters.  Where would we be without the grace of Jesus? 
 
“Wonderful grace of Jesus, Greater than all my sin;  
How shall my tongue describe it, Where shall its praise begin? 
Taking away my burden, Setting my spirit free. 
For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me.” 
 
Verse 24, “My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.” 
 •  KJV: “My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.”  (He must’ve been from Texas!) 
 
Paul had shared some pretty harsh words with the Corinthians. 
 -  This isn’t a light book.  Paul hit them pretty hard with the truth. 
  •  I’m sure he was accused of being unloving and uncaring. 
 
•  But the most loving and most caring thing you can do is to speak the truth to people in love. 
 -  “My love to the man who was living in open sin.” 
 -  “My love to those who were idolizing preachers instead of Jesus.” 
 -  “My love to those who were taking others to court instead of taking them to Christ.” 
 -  “My love to those who were offending their weaker brothers and sisters in Christ.” 
 -  “My love to those who were making a mockery of the Lord’s Supper.” 
 -  “My love to those who were making a bigger deal out of spiritual gifts than they were the Giver.” 
 
•  What a great way to end:  “My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.” 


