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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #34                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“NOW ABOUT THE COLLECTION” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 16:1-4) 

  
1 Corinthians, Chapter 15. 
(1) RESURRECTION TRUTH (verses 1-11) 
(2) RESURRECTION TRIUMPH (verses 12-34) 
(3) RESURRECTION TRANSFORMATION (vs. 35-58) 
 
•  The great climax of the chapter is verse 58 where Paul says: 
 “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to 
 the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 
 
•  Then, Chapter 16 begins with these words: “Now about the collection for God’s people ...” 
 
Dr. John Phillips said: “One moment Paul is giving us a guided tour of some of the breath-taking 
mysteries of the universe, showing us marvels of which we had never even dreamed.  The next moment 
he is talking about taking up a collection and of his future missionary plans – and the wonders of things 
to come suddenly seem far, far away.” 
 
•  Paul moves from the marvelous story of our future to the mundane subject of our finances. 
 - From the resurrection to the collection. 
  
•  There weren’t any chapter breaks in Paul’s original letter. 
 -  So the Corinthians would have gone directly from his description of the future to his discussion  
 about finances. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman said, “I think the fact that Paul makes such an abrupt transition shows that the issue of 
finances should not be separated from the other great issues of the Christian faith.” 
 
•  It may have been, as Paul was encouraging them to “give themselves fully to the work of the Lord,” he 
naturally made the connection between the work of the Lord and our giving. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur said, “What lies ahead in resurrection glory lays great responsibility on the present.  
If we truly believe that we are going to leave this world and that our bodies one day will be transformed 
and perfectly united with our spirits to live all eternity with God, our concern should be to lay up 
treasures in heaven while we are on earth (Matthew 6:20).” 
 
•  Doctrine and duty always go together.  Especially, in the writings of the Apostle Paul. 
 -  What we believe determines how we behave.  Our doctrine determines what we do. 
 
•  You’ve probably heard the old saying:  
 “Some people are so heavenly minded they’re no earthly good.” 
 
•  Some people are so set on the “sweet by and by” they’re soured on the “here and now.” 
 -  It should be just the opposite. 
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•  The fact is, if we really understood what’s coming in the future it would change everything we do right 
now. 
  
•  Paul closes his first letter to the Corinthians by dealing with some practical issues. 
 -  The first one is the subject of giving. 
 
“Now, about the collection for God’s people ...” 
 -  The Greek word for “collection” is an interesting word.  (It means “to say something.”) 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines said, “In a very real sense, the collection in a church says something about that church 
and its members.  Christianity is both deeply spiritual and supremely practical.  The Bible shows us how 
to keep our heads in the clouds and keep our feet firmly planted on the ground.” 
 
•  Here in Chapter 16, Paul discusses the subject of giving and he does it in the context of the great 
theme of the resurrection and what is yet to come in the future. 
  
God’s people live in two realms:  our hearts are in Heaven but our feet are here on earth. 
 -  Paul encourages us to “give ourselves fully to the work of the Lord” until we leave. 
  •  But how can we “give ourselves fully to the work of the Lord” if we don’t give? 
 
Notice what Paul says about giving: 
(1) THE PURPOSE OF GIVING (1 Corinthians 16:1) 
  -  “Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do.” 
  
 (a) Paul is answering a question from the Corinthians (vs. 1a) 
  • 1 Corinthians 7:1, “Now for the matters you wrote about ...”  
   - Marriage, divorce, singles, widows, remarriage, etc. 
  •  1 Corinthians 8:1, “Now about food sacrificed to idols ... 
   -  What about the gray areas of the Christian life? 
  •  1 Corinthians 12:1, “Now about spiritual gifts ...” 
  •  1 Corinthians 16:1, “Now about the collection for God’s people ...” 
   -  They obviously already knew about it and had written Paul regarding it. 
 
 (b) The collection was for the saints in Jerusalem (vs. 3) 
  •  The Book of Acts tells us why the church in Jerusalem was having problems: 
   1. A series of famines.   
    •  They’d experienced a drought that brought drastic results. 
   2. A serious failure. 
     •  They were suffering in part because they had failed to obey the Lord’s command. 
 
•  Just before His ascension Jesus had told the believers in Jerusalem, “You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
 -  As you read through Acts you’ll find the Jerusalem Christians had largely ignored those words. 
 
•  So God allowed a period of persecution to come on the church in Jerusalem. 
 -  Acts 8:1 says, “On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all 
 except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.” 
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•  Isn’t it interesting they were scattered to the very places Jesus had told them to go? 
 
What’s the PURPOSE of Giving? 
•  Jesus told 38 parables. 16 of them deal with the issues of money and the stewardship of our material 
possessions. 
•  In the three Gospels: Matthew, Mark & Luke, one of every six verses deals with money. 
•  Our world teaches a completely different philosophy when it comes to money. 
 -  The world in which we live is based on selfishness and greed.  
 -  The Bible says our lives are to be based on selflessness and giving. 
 
•  The Bible says that God will meet all of our needs according to His riches in glory (Philippians 4:19). 
 -  The world says, “Meet your own needs.  Buy a lottery ticket, go to the casino.” 
 -  “Get all you can, can all you get, sit on the lid and poison the rest.” 
 
•  The philosophy of this world is the philosophy of the fictional character, Gordon Gecko, from the movie 
Wall Street who said, “Greed is good!”  
 -  The Bible says “greed is a sin”  (Colossians 3:5). 
 
•  The way to break the grip of greed and the sin of selfishness is to give. 
 -  That’s why we’re encouraged over and over again in Scripture to give. 
 -  Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given to you.” (Luke 6:38). 
 -  Jesus said, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given 
 to you” (Matthew 6:33) 
  
•  Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19-20). 
 
There’s a two-fold purpose for giving: 
1. For the benefit of the receiver – vs. 1.  (This offering was specifically “for God’s people”) 
 -  There were needs that needed to be met.  This offering would help meet those needs. 
 -  The local church is to be a storehouse from which all kinds of needs can be met both locally and 
 globally. 
   
•  Sadly, because many believers have their heads in the clouds and hands in their pockets, the 
average local church resembles a poor house instead of a storehouse. 
 -  If every believer gave the way God intends for them to give there would be no unmet needs. 
  •  You’d be stunned if every person who attends Crossroads gave the way they ought to give. 
 
2. For the benefit of the giver – vs. 3. (This offering was going to bless those who gave - “your gift”) 
 -  The word used here for gift is “charis” (grace).  Their gift was a grace gift. 
 -  It came from the overflow of their hearts as they expressed their gratitude to God for what He had 
 done for them.  
 
•  Have you ever noticed how you’re always blessed when you give? 
 -  That’s why Jesus said, “It’s more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
  •  Every time you and I give to the work of the Lord we get the bigger blessing. 
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You and I are not going to outgive God. 
 
ILL.  Did you hear about the fellow who bought a new boomerang and killed himself trying to throw the 
old one away? 
  
•  That’s the way God works.  When you give He’ll keep giving to you. 
 -  You bless others and God will just keep blessing you. 
 
(1) THE PURPOSE OF GIVING 
(2) THE PRACTICE OF GIVING (1 Corinthians 16:2-4) 
 -  How is our giving to be done?  What’s the proper procedure we need to be following? 
 -  In these verses, Paul gets very specific. 
 
 (a) Our giving should be punctual (vs. 2a) 
  •  “On the first day of the week.”  (Jews gathered on the Sabbath, we gather on Sunday.) 
  •  Giving is to be a part of our worship, when we come together. 
  •  We worship God in our tithes and offerings.   
  •  We show our love for God in what we give. 
 
•  You can give without loving.  But you can’t love without giving. 
 
 -  You can’t give yourself fully to the work of the Lord if you’re not giving. 
 
 (b) Our giving should be personal (vs. 2b) 
  •  “Each one of you should set aside a sum of money ...” 
  •  The rich are to give.  The poor are to give.  The young are to give.  The old are to give. 
  •  The widow’s mite is recognized by God just as much as the wealth of Barnabas. 
 
ILL.  The story of Mary when she broke the jar of perfume and anointed Jesus with it (John 12). 
 -  It was something she had set aside, something that was valuable and precious to her 
 
 (c) Our giving should be proportional (vs. 2c) 
  •  “In keeping with his income.”  (KJV, “as God hath prospered him.”) 
  •  Has God prospered you?  Has God blessed you? 
  •  We are to give in accordance with our blessings.  (“Unto whom much is given - Luke 12:48) 
  •  Have you been blessed with health, with a family, with friends, with a job, with a home,  
  with a church, with a salvation. 
 
“Count your many blessings name them one by one.  And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.” 
 
 (d) Our giving should be practical (vs. 2d) 
  •  “So that when I come no collections will have to be made.” 
  •  Paul’s saying, “Get the collection out of the way so we can give our time to more important  
  matters.” 
 
•  Giving and money are important matters. 
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ILL. Wayne Smith tells the story about a hospital in Lexington, Kentucky where he pastored for over 40 
years. 
 -  They had a sign at the information desk that said: “We’re not here to collect money. But if we 
 don’t collect money we won’t be here!” 
 
•  The offering has never been the main thing here at Crossroads. 
 -  But what is given every week enables us to do the main thing:  reach out to the world with the 
 gospel of Jesus Christ and meet the needs of the people He sends our way. 
 
We can’t meet every need.  Nor does God expect us to or command us to. 
 
But we could sure meet a lot more needs if  – “On the first day of every week, every one of you would 
set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income” (as God has prospered you) and gave it to the 
work of the Lord here – consistently, enthusiastically and cheerfully! 
 
Verses 3-4.  Paul makes it clear that giving is not to be taken lightly. 
 
•  Every effort would be made to have appropriate accountability and security for what was given to 
ensure that the gift got where it was supposed to go and was used for what it was supposed to be used 
for. 
 
•  We have policies and procedures here at Crossroads to maintain the highest levels of integrity and 
accountability when it comes to the offerings given here each week. 

-  And we have a leadership team that has a tremendous track record for using what our people 
have given to accomplish more than any one could ever dream. 

  •  We will not overspend our budget.   
•  We won’t spend money we don’t have. 

  •  We won’t borrow money.     
 
ILL.  Years ago, two men were standing in a church lobby and one man began to complain about how 
much it cost to maintain the church. 
 His friend finally said, “You know, we used to have a little boy at our house.  The day he was born he 
began to cost us money.  The hospital, formula, diapers, baby food.  Then he began to grow and he cost 
us more.  Toys, food, clothes, even a little puppy. 
 Then, he wanted to be in the Scouts and to play little league and it cost us more money.  There were 
school events and church activities and things he wanted to do and they all cost us money. 
 Our little boy went away to college and that really cost us money.  But his senior year he was in a car 
accident and died.  Since the funeral, he hasn’t cost us another penny. 
 
He paused for a moment and then said to his complaining friend, “I guess what I’m trying to say is that as 
long as our church is alive, it’s going to cost us money to do what we do and I’m glad to be a part of a 
church that’s alive.” 
 
•  I’m glad to be a part of a church that’s alive.  That cares for children, youth, college, singles, married 
couples, single parents, widows and orphans, missionaries, lost people, homeless and hopeless. 
 
•  I’m glad to be a part of a church that preaches the Word of God and stands up for the Lord, Jesus . 


