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“RESURRECTION TRANSFORMATION” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 15:35-58) 

 
(1) Resurrection Truth (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) 
(2) Resurrection Triumph (1 Corinthians 15:12-34) 
 
(3) RESSURECTION TRANSFORMATION (1 Corinthians 15:35-58) 
 
•  Job asked, “If a man dies, will he live again?”  (Job 14:14) 
 -  Everyone’s interested in knowing if there’s going to be life after death. 
 -  For centuries, skeptics have said, “when we die that’s all there is.” 
  
Dr. Jerry Vines: “The skeptics have gone through heaven and told us there is no gold there; they have 
gone through hell and told us there is no fire there.  They have gone through Christ and tell us there is 
no God there; they have gone through the grave and tell us there is no resurrection there.” 
 
There are two great questions in verse 35: 
1. How are the dead raised? 
2. With what kind of body will they come? 
 
•   Sooner or later, all of us will become interested in those two questions. 
 -  Some of us have lost loved ones and watched their bodies slowly decay due to disease or aging. 
 -  Others of us have lost loved ones through accidents or other tragedies, and their bodies were  
 severely damaged or destroyed. 
 
•  What happened to their bodies?  Will we ever see them again?  And, if we do, will they look like they 
did when we last saw them? 
 
•  The longer we live the more interested we become in the subject of death and what will happen to us 
after we die. 
 -  We come back to Job’s question: “If a man dies, will he live again?”  (Job 14:14) 
 
•  In our text this morning, Paul answers that question with a resounding “YES!” 
 -  There’s going to be a transformation of incredible proportions. 
 -  We’re going to get NEW BODIES. 
 
There are SIX THINGS Paul tells about our NEW BODIES: 
1. The PROOF for our NEW BODIES (vs. 35-41) 
 -  The questions in verse 35 weren’t the questions of someone sincerely wanting to know. 
 -  Rather, they were the mocking rants of someone who thought they knew it all. 
 
•  Unless you understand the context you won’t understand what Paul’s saying here. 
  -  There were people saying there couldn’t possibly be resurrection from the dead. 
 
•  So Paul responds by saying, “How foolish!” (NAS: “You fool!”/ESV: “You foolish person!”) 
 -  And he begins by giving several proofs for our NEW BODIES. 
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•  He begins his discussion with THREE SIMPLE ILLUSTRATIONS: 
 (a) The world of BOTANY (vs. 36-38).  God is a God of infinite VITALITY. 
  1. Death is an important part of the process. 
   -  Far from being an obstacle to resurrection, death is essential to it. 
   -  The seed has to die in order for a new plant to come to life. 
    •  Life emerges from death. 
 
John 12:24, “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” 
 
•  Every plant during springtime is a testimony to the resurrection, which God has promised to the 
believer. 
  2. The body that emerges from the seed is similar but different. 
   -  The sun and the soil dissolve the seed and produce new life. 
   -  The acorn gives way to the giant oak. 
   -  The mighty cedar grows from a seed as unpretentious as the humblest wayside weed. 
 
•  Transformed!  Different – yet similar. 
 -  Wheat doesn’t become barley.  Daffodils don’t become tulips.   Wheat comes up wheat! 
  •  You will still be you and I will still be me.  But we’ll be transformed. 
 
 (b) The world of BIOLOGY (vs. 39) God is a God is infinite VARIETY. 
  •  “All flesh is not the same.”  (Four examples: Men, animals, birds, fish) 
  •  Each has been given a body suitable for its intended environment. 
   -  Men and fish don’t have the same kind of flesh. 
   -  Fish can’t live in our world and we can’t live in theirs. 
 
•  Each type of plant and animal life have a distinct pattern of amino acids, but each individual plant, 
animal, and human being has its own unique grouping of them.  No two flowers, snowflakes, seeds, 
blades of grass, or human beings – even identical twins – are exactly alike.  
 
 (c) The world of ASTRONOMY (vs. 40-41). God is a God of infinite VISIBILITY. 
  •  He talks about the sun, the moon and the stars and their different kinds of splendor. 
  •  He contrasts the splendor of the heavenly bodies with the splendor of earthly bodies. 
  •  The sun is covered with explosive gases.  The moon with titanium granules.  Stars are either  
  similar to the moon and other planets or are suns themselves. 
  •  They are similar.  Yet, they are each individually unique. 
 
•  That’s the way we will be once we’ve been transformed and have our NEW BODIES. 
 -  Our bodies will be different from each other in Heaven.  We’ll each have our own splendor. 
 
Daniel 12:3, “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many 
to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 
 -  Our faithfulness to God in this life will have a lot to do with our splendor in the life to come. 
 
Verse 42a.  “So it will be with the resurrection of the dead.” 
 -  We have bodies now that enable us to live on this planet. 
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•  One day we’ll have bodies that will enable us to roam the entire vast universe of God. 
 -  Our own galaxy is said to measure 100,000 light-years from rim to rim. 
 -  Traveling at 6 trillion miles a year it would still take 100,000 years to cross the galaxy. 
  •  An empire of some 600 billion miles of stars.  (That’s just our galaxy). 
  •  Scientists estimate that there are a hundred billion galaxies in known space besides our own. 
 
•  Our resurrection bodies will be able to completely dissolve distance. 
 -  Not just traveling at the speed of light – but at the speed of thought. 
 
ILL.  If I were to say to you where were you on September 11, 2001? 
 -  Instantly you can be right back where you were that morning. 
 -  Imagine, possessing the ability to think of a place and travel there and not having to pay for your 
 bags. 
 
The PROOF for our NEW BODIES: Look at the worlds of Botany, Biology and Astronomy. 
 
2. The PERFECTION of our NEW BODIES (vs. 42-44) 
 -  Paul gives four sets of contrasts to show the transformation that’s going to take place: 
 
 (a) Perishable/Imperishable (vs. 42) 
  •  A body destined for the grave and a body destined for glory. 
  •  One body intended to die.  Another body intended to live forever. 
 
 (b) Dishonor/Glory (vs. 43) 
  •  A body clogged with lust and a body clothed in light. 
  •  A caterpillar and a butterfly.  An earth-bound body and an un-bound body. 
 
•  Remember: it’s the same creature.  But the crawling caterpillar has become a soaring butterfly. 
 -  The new body spreads its wings and soars into the heavens in a blaze of beauty, color and 
 majesty. 
 
Note:  The caterpillar has to crawl into the coffin first.  It has to die to the life it knew before it can 
experience the life it never knew existed. 
 
 (c) Weakness/Power (vs. 43b) 
  •  The bodies we have now are flawed.  The bodies we will have will be flawless! 
  •  The bodies we have get sick, tired, old, worn out and eventually they give out. 
   -  We’re going to have bodies that regenerate themselves.  The more we do the more  
    energy we’ll have. 
   
 (d) Natural/Spiritual (vs. 44) 
  •  The grave is merely the dressing room where we suit up for glory. 
  •  What can a spiritual body do that a natural body can’t? 
   1. You aren’t bound by the natural laws of our universe any more. 
   2. You can appear and disappear at will. 
   3. You will be able to honor God without the hassle of the world, the flesh or the devil. 
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Verse 44b, “If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.” 
 
PROOF, PERFECTION ... 
3. The PURPOSE of our NEW BODIES (vs. 45-49) 
 -   The first Adam failed to accomplish what God intended and became the head of a ruined race. 
 -  Jesus came from Heaven to become the Head of a redeemed race. 
 -  The purpose of our new bodies won’t be just to navigate the new world in which we’ll be living.  
  •  More important it will be so that we can demonstrate the glory of God. 
 
•  On this earth, we’ve borne the likeness of Adam.  In Heaven, we’ll bear the likeness of Christ. 
 
1 John 3:2, “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been  made 
known.  But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 
 
4. The PRESENTATION of our NEW BODIES (vs. 50-53) 
 -  How will all this happen?  When will the transformation take place? 
 -  The bodies we have can’t go to Heaven.  It’s not possible. 
  •  “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” 
  
 (a) Some people won’t die (vs. 51) 
  “We will not all sleep.” 
 (b) It will happen suddenly and swiftly (vs. 52) 
  “In a flash,” “in the twinkling of an eye.” 
 (c) The sound of a trumpet will signal the transformation (vs. 52b) 
  “The dead will be raised imperishable, and we will all be changed. 
 
5. The POWER of our NEW BODIES (vs. 54-57) 
 -  When this transformation takes place it will give us power we never knew here on earth. 
 
 (a) The Substance of our Victory (vs. 54-56) 
  •  What’s the result of our transformation:  power over death, sin and the law. 
  •  In these bodies we are powerless to keep the law.  (We’re all lawbreakers.) 
  •  In these bodies we are constantly struggling with sin.  (We’re all sinners.) 
  •  In these bodies we have no control over death.  (Only 2 groups on earth: dead or dying.) 
   
 (b) The Source of our Victory (vs. 57) 
  •  “He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
6. The PROMISE of our NEW BODIES (vs. 58) 
 -  Because we know the transformation that’s coming – we’re passionate about God and the things 
 of God. 
 -  The word “steadfast” (stand firm) means to “be seated.”  You’ve settled your convictions about 
 these great truths. 
 -  The fact this issue is settled motivates us to serve God with everything we’ve got! 
 
•  You won’t go unrewarded.  “Your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  
 -  God will more than reward us.  As great as this life is, God’s saved the best for last! 


